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COMING UP 
 

Tonight: Wednesday. April 13 
Wednesday Night Dinner 

and Activities 

Speaker: Dr. Andy Baxter: 

Mercy and Education 

 

Thursday, April 14 
7:30a Men’s Bible Study 

 

Sunday, April 17 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/Connection 

Group Meetings 

11:00a Worship:  

Children’s Sabbath 

4:00p Organ Dedication Recital 

5:00p Faith Talk for Children 

 

Tuesday, April 19 
10:00a Coffee and Kibitz 

 

Wednesday. April 20 
Wednesday Night Dinner 

and Activities 

Speaker: Mark Cramer: 

Mercy & Economic Policy 

 

Thursday, April 21 
Noon: VSP 

 

Remembering in Prayer 
Martha Clinard: recuperating in 

Germany, soon to return home 

Judy Owen: in the recent  

death of her father 

Youth Spring Retreat: April 15-17 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 
Mary Galloway 

3220 Spring Valley Road 

Charlotte, NC 28210 

704-554-5834 

This week is the Week of the Young Child. For me and anyone who works with children 

or parents children, perhaps every week should have such a title. Truly, children 

deserve a week of celebration and intentional focus.  

As I work with children, I remind them of the peace of God and God’s call to be still 

and know that God is God. Today, children especially need to know this truth because 

they, too, live in a chaotic, performance-driven world in school, in sports, and even in 

the arts. Unfortunately, our smallest of children worry about parents and teachers who 

dissect their development and perceived intelligence.  

The way little ones experience early stages of life, particularly infancy and childhood, 

impacts them their entire lives. Therefore, ministering to children of all ages is crucial 

and should be intentional. Caring for, teaching and ministering to these young ones 

are much more than coloring pages and playing tag (even though those things are 

important and fun).  

In the relationships I have established with dozens of children over the years, I have 

encountered children from two parent homes, those reared by grandparents, one who 

was blind, some with a single parent, those with autism and those living in foster 

homes. Some children live in stable homes while others do not know where their next 

meal will come from or if Mom or Dad will come home to put them to bed. Others 

have various learning styles and disorders that affect they way they experience the 

world around them. Parents play a major role in healthy and vibrant development of 

their offspring but other adults must help the ones whose parents are not fully 

present. Consequently, educational settings, including the church, must seek special 

ways to meet the needs of children.  

Childhood is the time of rapid learning, growing and developing: social, emotional, 

physical and spiritual. If children are not given needed attention and love at home, 

they experience a disparity in some part of their lives that can affect the rest of their 

lives, for better or for worse. These children must have teachers, specialists, pastors, 

ministers, foster parents, guardians-ad-litem to give them hope. The church is in a 

special position as it is called to provide spiritually sound formation as soon as any 

child enters its care. All children need to hear the story of a redeeming God as 

recorded in Scripture in a way that makes sense. They should experience the authentic 

love of Christ in others and begin to make sense of their own faith, a faith that will 

often sustain them throughout their lives. 

So, take the time to celebrate and love a child today.  

Peace, Mallory 

CDC Teachers 

The Park Road Child Development Center has been our 

signature ministry for more than 40 years -- and our excellent 

staff is the reason why. The turnover at the CDC is low, and we 

have two teachers who have more than 40 years of experience! 

Joanne Anderson (Miss JoJo) and Virginia Milano have been 

rocking babies and nurturing children with a special Park Road 

love for more than four decades. They’re now caring for CDC 

“grand-babies!” Others, like Amy Coley and Teresa Gatewood, 

have approximately 20 years of experience. The commitment to 

our center for the long haul makes all the difference.  

We are grateful to Heather Gaskins and Tammy Watkins, our 

Leadership Team, for their commitment to excellence and to 

our teachers for being God’s hand and heart on our behalf. 

Well done, good and faithful servants: The four longest-

serving CDC teachers are Virginia Milano, 41 years; 

Teresa Gatewood, 18 years; Amy Coley, 22 years; 

Miss JoJo Anderson, 46 years of teaching. 



 

 

Want to keep up-to-date  

with everything that’s 

happening in the  

Park Road Children’s 

Ministry? Subscribe to our 

Children’s Newsletter at 

http://www. 

parkroadbaptist.org/ 

childrens-activities/ for the 

current calendar of events, 

photos of our children in 

action and to receive 

updates from 

Mallory Monroe, Children’s 

Coordinator at Park Road. 

There’s a lot going on at 

Park Road for our children - 

make sure you don’t  

miss a thing! 

    Sedgefield Book Drive 

This sentence gives you no real information. Now reread that first sentence 

and stop after one time (lest you get in an endless loop). While that directive 

may seem like a silly exercise, if you can do it, that means you can read and 

comprehend. That is actually a big deal! Reading gives us information. 

Reading can inspire us. Reading can excite us. Reading can transport us to 

new worlds, new vistas, new ways of thinking. But not everyone can read. And 

not everyone has easy access to something to read. Studies show that children 

who read at least 5 books over the extended summer break lose far fewer 

literacy skills than those who don’t read. That makes sense – reading is a skill 

that takes practice to develop and maintain. However, not all children have 

ready access to reading material, much less books that they can proudly call 

their own.  

As a part of Park Road’s Uplift Sedgefield initiative, we are partnering with 

Sedgefield Elementary School to collect and distribute books to every child 

attending Sedgefield. In the next week or two, you will hear and read more about the specifics of our campaign.  

As part of an earlier book drive by Queens University, Sedgefield has many donated books. These books vary widely 

in reading level, subject matter and physical condition. Classification of these books is necessary before they can be 

distributed. Several work sessions will be scheduled in the next several weeks at Sedgefield to sort through the 

books they already have – we will get word out as soon as they are set. All we need to provide is the labor.  

If you would like to help in the classification process but cannot get to the school during the day, let George Miles 

(gmiles85@hotmail.com, 423-292-8972) know that, and he will get you some books you can classify on your own.  

You will need internet access. 

Buy a Book, Help a Child 

To celebrate National Week of the Young Child, 

PRBC Child Development Center is having a Book 

Fair sponsored by Scholastic Books. It is open this 

week April 11-15 and has extended hours on 

Wednesday night so church members can shop. 

This year, the book fair profit goes to Sedgefield 

Elementary school in an effort to build their library 

and assist children in their love for reading. 

Please stop by and shop this week! 

Deacon of the Week: Bill Stewart 

Bill Stewart is a native of Woodruff, SC and a graduate of Furman 

University and USC Law School. After practicing law in Charleston, 

Bill and his wife Rhonda moved to Charlotte to help care for her mother. 

Bill worked as a Project Manager for a local construction company for a 

decade and now teaches at Johnson and Wales, where Rhonda is also 

employed. The Stewarts have been at Park Road for about three years 

and have two children, Tinsley, 14, and Will, 11. 

How About an Evening Out? 

On Friday, April 22, Park Road is 

hosting Parent’s Night Out for 

PRBC children ages 4 and up 

from 5:30-7:30p! 

The children will enjoy  

Earth Day activities, dinner  

and a movie.  

Please bring $5 for dinner  

and sign up via email before 

April 17 to 

mallory@parkroadbaptist.org.  

We look forward to having  

your children join us. 

Camp Prism 

For more than 20 years, Camp Prism for Children has 

provided an amazing 4-day experience for kids, grades 3-5. 

Eight churches combine to form this camp: the Children’s 

Ministers create the program and serve as camp staff. They 

meet every year at Bon Clarken Conference Center in 

Flat Rock, and this self-contained property is the perfect 

location to allow children to have a safe camping 

experience. This year’s theme is “Prison Palooza,” which 

highlights the commitment of Christian witnesses who have 

endured persecution and imprisonment. Since Mallory 

Monroe will be getting married that week, she will be 

unable to attend, but Russ Dean will chaperone our group, 

and lead the music for camp. The cost will be about $165, 

and a $50 deposit should be made by the end of April. 

We also need at least one female chaperone. 

Important Dates for Children 

April 17: Children’s Sabbath (during morning worship) 

April 17 and April 24: Faith Talk with Amy and Russ 

April 22: Parent’s Night Out sign-up with Mallory by email by April 17 

April 27: Last Wednesday Night Activities: Sing  

(prior to the featured speaker and program) 

May 1: Sing during morning worship (warm up at 10:30) 

http://www.parkroadbaptist.org/childrens-activities/
http://www.parkroadbaptist.org/childrens-activities/
http://www.parkroadbaptist.org/childrens-activities/
mailto:gmiles85@hotmail.com
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