
April 4, 2018 

 

COMING UP 

Wednesday, April 4  
NO WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES 

 
Sunday, April 8 
Meet and Greet  

in the Narthex, following worship  
 

Tuesday, April 10 
10a, Echerd classroom 

 
Needlers make banners  

for Pentecost. 
 

Wednesday, April 11 
Regular Wednesday Supper and 

Activities 
 

Friday, April 13-Sunday, April 14 
Youth Spring Retreat 

Garden City, SC 

 

Friends at Home 

Robin Owen 

766 Marsh Road, #1 

Charlotte, NC 28209 

robinowen@gmail.com 

 

Recovering at Home 

Brucie Clare 

 

Sympathy extended to 

Bill Hefner in the death of his father 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

An “Everyday Poem” for Easter 
(This poem is used with permission, 
written by our very own Brandon  
Williams, following our Maundy  
Thursday Communion Service.) 
 

Tonight at church  
We had  
Communion.  
And, once again, I’m raptured  
By an experience.  
Inside my head 
There’s an ongoing debate 
I try not to give into it 
These days.  
Still, I can’t help but wonder... 
Are my feelings  
Reflexes to a response 
As the behaviorists would say?  
As I watch the congregation line up 
With a feeling in my gut 
I ask, “Was I conditioned to feel this 
way?” 
“Was there some sort of reward?  
Did I perform well, hence the feelings 
I now feel?” 
Then I hear one of my pastors 
Call a congregant by name,  
Staring directly at her as she says, 
“Welcome to the table.”  
I begin to cry.  
As for the questions,  
I can’t possibly answer them 
Nor do I want to.  
“Welcome to the table.” 
Is all I care about at this moment. 
I’m sitting in the front row 
Watching each person pass by. 
Some are grateful, 
Some rush past,  
Some feel awkward,  
Still my pastor says, 
“Welcome to the table.”  
Still, I cry. 
I find  
There’s an ongoing debate 
Always running  
In my mind.  
I try not to give into these days.  
Still, I can’t help but wonder… 
Was Jesus really who he said he was? 
I think of what the historians might 
say. 
How we’ve embellished things,  
And skewed the narrative 
To our own liking. 
Then, as my time approaches,  
My pastor says, 
“Brandon, welcome to the table.” 
And I cry.  
As for Jesus,  
I can’t possibly answer such questions 
Nor do I want to.  
I believe that I believe.  
“Welcome to the table.” 
Is all I care about at this moment. 
Then,  
Something beautiful. 
My pastors,  
Husband and wife, 
Serve communion to each other 
In front of their congregation. 

“Welcome to the table.”  
No more questions, 
No more debating,  
No more seeking,  
No more probing.  
Just a simple hope,  
Behind the tears,  
“Welcome to the table.” 
Everyone,  
Everywhere,  
Welcome to the table. 
In that moment,  
I recognize deeply,  
That there’s something  
Truly beautiful about this life.  
I can’t answer it,  
Nor do I want to.  
But, for me,  
For my life,  
I’ll call that beauty 
God.  
For you… 
“Welcome to the table.” 
In whatever way that means 
Happiness and inclusion 
For you.  
Amen. 
    

 

In addition to writing poetry, Brandon 

and Allyson Neeriemer sang an original 

arrangement of “I Surrender All” for 

the Maundy Thursday service.  

You can listen to a recording at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=hb0PekUSTa0&feature=share 

     Looking 
 
 
      Here 
 
 
       and 

    
     There 
 
      for a  
 
  

 
  
  Candy - filled 
 
        Egg 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

  Yum! 
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Celebrating Staff Anniversaries 

Our church is led by wonderful people. As we complete a 

first quarter of the year and head into the second quarter, 

please note the following staff anniversaries and find ways 

to offer your thanks to these wonderful folks: 

Allison Wieland—Financial Administrator 

     1 year in January 

Leslie Gipple—Operations Manager 

     1 year in February 

Monty Bennett—Director of Music and Organist 

     5 years on April 1 

Bruce Holliday—Director of Communications 

     5 Years on April 15 

Thank You to the Room in the Inn Volunteers 

For many years, Park Road has participated in RITI-  

offering a warm, safe place to sleep, three meals, hot  

showers, and laundry facilities to our guests who are  

homeless on the second and fourth Saturdays from  

December through March.  
 

During that 10 year period, we have welcomed 837 people 

to spend the night in our Youth Building. This year, a total 

of 103 guests stayed with us: 7 children, 71 women and 

25 men. The youngest was 18 months old and the oldest 

was 66. In addition to our 8 regularly scheduled RITI 

nights, we hosted an emergency shelter night again this 

year, which we try to do when the temperatures are  

particularly frigid or when ice or snow are in the forecast. 
 

Each night of RITI requires a minimum of about 10-12 
volunteers: a bus driver to pick up our guests at the Urban 
Ministry Center and return them the next morning to the 
Transit Center, a person to set up the beds, people to pre-
pare a hot meal, an overnight host, a person to provide a 
grab-and-go breakfast, someone to prepare bag lunches, 
and folks to do all of the mountains of laundry. This year, 
somewhere between 50 and 60 different Park Roadians 
signed up to help, and several folks volunteered multiple 
times! Thank you all for your participation and for making 
this ministry to our homeless neighbors possible! 
 

In February of this year, one of our female guests got on 
the bus at the Urban Ministry Center. I remembered her 
from previous visits and remarked that this was her second 
or third time to stay with us. She laughed and said, “Yes, 
it’s my third time. When I see Park Road on the list, I  
always try to come to your church. It’s so comfortable 
there,  and you all are so welcoming and kind. And the 
food’s good too!”   
 

I realize that not all of our volunteers are in a position to 
hear comments like that one, just because of the nature of 
what you do – setting up beds before our guests arrive or 
doing laundry after they leave. All of you who make this 
ministry possible need to know how much it is truly  
appreciated by our guests! It’s another one of those things 
that makes me happy to be a part of our Park Road  
community!                                                       - Dan 

Child Development Center 
NC was granted a large block grant for providing childcare 
for families that cannot afford childcare in our state. State 
legislators gathered in our Community Center to meet with 
Childcare Center Directors in Mecklenburg County to hear 
what they had to say. Our CDC Director, Heather  
Pegram said, “We were honored that they chose Park Road 
as their meeting space. Yes, we do have a nice gym, but 
other centers do too. I think it’s because our CDC is so 
wonderful, but I am kinda biased!”  
 

We agree, Heather! Thank you to all of the teachers and 
staff who work so hard to provide quality childcare for 
about 100 children each day. 
 
 

Chapel Hour 
 
Amy tells the 
Easter story 
to the two 
oldest classes 
in our CDC. 

Help Needed! Saturday, April 14 for Men’s Shelter Lunch 

The Charlotte Men’s Shelter on Tryon is closed for  

several months while undergoing renovations. As a result, 

rather than preparing and serving a hot meal on April 14 as 

usual, we’ve been asked to prepare 200 bag lunches. The 

plan is to meet in the Community Center from 9:30-11a on 

that Saturday to make sandwiches and to prepare the lunch 

bags. All ages are welcome to participate, the more the 

merrier! 

Upcoming Date to Remember 

May 6 is an important day. Deadline for Deposits for 
summer youth trips will be due that day.  
Mission Trip—June 17-22,Pittsburg, $50 deposit 
University—July 23-28, University of TN, $50 deposit 

Camp Prism (for current third-fifth graders), July 10-13, 
Flat Rock, NC, $50 deposit 

And also on May 6—Ordination to the Gospel Ministry for 
Joey Haynes during the 11a worship service. 

May 6 is an important day, indeed! 


