
Since there will soon just be two of us in our house, we’re downsizing, and you 

can’t just sell a house these days. You have to do more than dust those untouched 

bookshelves and clean behind the refrigerator and under the bed. (It’s better not 

to look – trust me!) These days you have to “stage” your home so it doesn’t look at 

all like your house! The rules are pretty simple: no family pictures, nothing 

religious on the walls, no knickknacks and only half the furniture. 

About a fourth of these belongings has gone to Goodwill. Another fourth is in the 

storage unit on the drive. It will go to Goodwill after we move and see that it’s not 

going to fit either! All this redecorating is giving us a walk down memory lane. 

Wow, our house has changed! The living room became the den and then the music 

room. The den became the playroom for kids and later the game room for 

teenagers. The eat-in kitchen is unrecognizable; after 

we closed in the screened porch and knocked out a 

couple walls, it became the family room.  

It’s the same house we moved into 16 years ago, but it 

surely feels different than when we were toting a sleepy 

4 year-old and a sleeping 2 year-old to bed after those 

marathon Super Sunday meetings. (Do you remember? 

8:30a Church Council meetings followed by Sunday 

School and worship. Every church committee met in the afternoon. Then we had 

Deacons’ Meeting from 7:00-9:00p…) You know, sometimes you just need a 

change! And this summer… 

SUNDAY MORNINGS ARE GOING TO CHANGE! 

It’s not that our worship isn’t working. However, the summer has a different feel to 

it, and sometimes we just need a different look. Our Ministry Council discussed 

this idea and recommended it to the deacons. Everyone is in favor. The change is 

just for the summer: 

Worship: 10:00a 

Sermon Talk Back: 11:00a 

The only change to worship besides the starting time is that we will keep the 

service to 50-55 minutes. The shortened time will allow us to move to the chapel 

for the Talk Back. The chapel is smaller, and we’ll arrange chairs in a circle to 

better facilitate your feedback on the scripture… the anthem… the sermon… 

something that inspired you, stirred your spirit or challenged your thinking. During 

this half-hour session, children will have their Sunday school classes and youth 

will meet in the Community Center. At 11:30a, we’ll dismiss. 

Sound like a plan? 

Since we’re going to give you a chance to Talk Back (kindly, please!), if there’s a 

scripture you’d like us to cover, a topic for a sermon, an anthem you’d like to hear, 

now is your chance to put in a request. I would love to have any requests as I 

outline the summer schedule later this spring.  

We will promote our summer schedule using every available means, but we wanted 

to give you a heads-up. Change is in the air – and it should be a lot more fun than 

dusting, packing boxes and moving furniture! 
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Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

Change is  

coming . . . just for 

the summer! 

COMING UP 
 

Wednesday, April 5 
11:30a Men’s Study for Lent and  

Lunch - Cantina 1511 

Park Road Shopping Center 

5:30p Family Fellowship Supper  

Speaker: Dee O’Dell, 

Char-Meck Opportunity Task Force 

7:30p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

 

Sunday, April 9 

Palm Sunday 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

Deacon of the Week: Max Carroll 

9:45a Sunday School and 

Sunday Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 
 

Wednesday, April 12 
11:30a Men’s Study for Lent and  

Lunch - Charlotte Cafe 

Park Road Shopping Center 

7:30p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

 

Thursday, April 13 

Maundy Thursday 
5:30p Soup Supper 

6:30p Maundy Thursday  

Communion Service 

 

Friday, April 14 
7:00p Young Adults, Joey’s home 

Topic: Sacraments:  

A Tapestry of Traditions 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Marjorie Walker 

19 Kaylor Drive 

Arden, NC  28704 

828-684-7782 

Welcome Diane Griffin 

Diane has been visiting with us for some time now 

and has become actively involved in many ways.  

She is one of our weekly volunteers, preparing the 

newsletter for distribution. She and her husband, 

Tim, are long time Charlotteans and are neighbors 

of Sarah and Hugh Ashcraft. We are delighted to 

welcome Diane, officially, to Park Road! 

So much accomplished in so little time . . . 

Last Sunday afternoon, folks from Sedgefield UMC joined with Park Roadians 

and packed 1,000 snack bags for Sedgefield Elementary in less than 1 hour. 

Thank you! 
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Easter Time! 

We need plastic eggs and individually wrapped, 

non-chocolate candy/favors. We will collect the 

eggs in the narthex and Community Center 

through Palm Sunday. The Easter Egg hunt 

will immediately follow the Easter service. 

Also you may order Easter lilies for $8 in 

memory of or in honor of someone. The lilies 

will be used to decorate the cross on Easter 

morning, April 16. The youth will be in the 

narthex Sunday, or you may call the church 

office before April 12 to order. 

Spring Has Sprung! 

The youth spent this past weekend at Garden City, SC for our 

annual spring retreat. We had a great weekend of fun, sun and 

fellowship. I especially appreciate the opportunity these 

weekends give us to get out of our normal routine, to relax and 

to put daily life on hold for a couple of days. We spent the 

weekend going through the “Stations of the Cross.” We sowed 

seeds to plant in our community garden as a reminder that we 

can pass blessings on to others in simple ways such as giving 

food to Loaves & Fishes. Some of our time was spent reflecting 

and journaling over tough questions that we see through the 

arrest and resurrection of Jesus. We also collaborated to 

develop our own stations and to wrestle with our own 

questions that we take from these stories. Finally, we ended 

by serving one another communion on the beach while 

pondering what a new life and new beginning might look like 

in our own lives. Our spring retreat was another amazing 

indicator that our youth have really great things to share when 

wrestling with their own understanding of the Way of Jesus 

and how each of us can be a better light to the world. 

Joey Haynes 

Youth Reflections from Spring Retreat: 

I really enjoy our youth retreats. I like spending time with our 

group because they are a second family to me. I enjoyed 

learning the Stations of the Cross and examining our potential 

to change to become better people. 

-Maddy Counts 

Spring Retreat offers a break from the “real” world and is a 

chance to grow not only in faith but also as family. I enjoy the 

late night talks and laughs. There is nothing I value more than 

the youth group at 

this point in my life 

and these weekends 

serve as that 

reminder. The 

devotions and 

questions about 

faith challenge me 

to not take the easy 

way out. Wrestling 

with my faith is my 

favorite part of 

devotions. Along 

with the sunsets, 

sunburns and late night talks, I value growing closer to these 

friends and developing long-lasting relationships. Thanks to 

Joey for everything he has done for both the group and me. 

I’m already excited for the next trip! 

-Ben Heaton 

This weekend I deepened my faith by discovering my true 

beliefs. Through the Stations of the Cross, some challenging 

questions evolved. If we had been in Jesus’ shoes how would 

we react? Would we have really believed in him or do we act 

peacefully or jump to conclusions and judge others? These few 

questions stuck with me. Playing kickball, jumping the waves, 

lying in hammocks and eating ice cream are just a few of the 

activities that drew me closer to the others. This trip was so 

much fun just like everything I do with this group. 

-Emily Neeriemer 

Patterson Scholarship 

Over the last 16 years, Park Road Baptist has utilized the 

generous scholarship left by John and Ola Patterson more 

than the other three churches who are part of this generous 

vision. Students from four Baptist churches are eligible if 

they attend one of four Baptist (or formerly Baptist) schools: 

Wake Forest, Campbell, Meredith and Furman. Students must 

submit a current FAFSA form in order to qualify. The deadline 

for submission is May 15. Interested students are asked to 

submit an application ASAP.  

Sedgefield Trip to D.C. 

The 5th graders from Sedgefield are visiting Washington 

D.C. April 4-6. Thank you Park Roadians for your generous 

contributions totaling $950 and for helping to make this 

educational trip a reality for these students! 

Men’s Shelter Lunch 

Park Road will host the Men’s Shelter Lunch this Saturday, 

April 8, preparing and serving lunch for approximately 150 

men. Plan to arrive at 10:45a to begin food preparation and 

lunch service ends at 1:30p. http://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c0945aca92da2fd0-charlotte  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945aca92da2fd0-charlotte
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