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704-846-5539 

In the Hospital 

Ober Pauley 

Novant Health (Presbyterian)

Orthopedic 

Sympathy is Extended  
to the Family of 

Bill He in the sudden death of his 
father in China. 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

So far, the best thing that has happened this holiday season is the ice storm. 

Storms sometimes have that effect. 
 

We have several large cedar trees in the yard, and apparently cedar evergreen 

holds a lot of water, which becomes ice in a freezing storm. And apparently  

cedar limbs are no match for gravity and the weight of ice-laden ever-green. 

Which means, when 

one arrives home from 

church, one should 

not be surprised to 

find a dozen frozen 

limbs in the yard, or 

on the garage roof. 
 

Bennett is still studying. The poor guy, with six exams to go, is having to take the 

abuse from his older brother who managed to weasel his way out of all but one of 

his exams – and Jackson finished that one last Saturday. Fortunately for dad, 

with exams complete, and the girlfriend in town, Jackson has been home.  
 

“Hey, bud, I could use a little help this afternoon . . .” We started yesterday  

afternoon about 3:00p dragging and sawing. The piles on the street have to be 

cut in lengths no more than four feet, so one of us would drag the frozen limbs 

through the muddy slog that used to be my side yard, and the other would  

rip-start the chainsaw and start making piles. This continued for a couple hours, 

until I sent Jackson to the roof. “Try to watch the snow up there while you’re  

removing those limbs, will you? Might be slick! And watch the shingles on the 

roof edge and the gutters, too… OK? And, be careful, and please hurry up. I 

don’t want your mother to see you on that snowy roof – baseball season is just 

around the corner!” (Where are Dasher and Dancer when you really need them!?) 

By the time darkness set in, the roof was clear and the yard was free of all the 

debris. A half-dozen large stacks of 4’ cedar on the roadside were proof of our 

hard work. 
 

Jackson and I didn’t talk a whole lot while we worked. I was having a hard time 

breathing, much less talking! But it’s not every day you get to interrupt school 

and ball and friends and Madison, claiming a few selfish hours with your 22  

year-old. And maybe the best thing, yet, is that the worst of the limbs came 

down, not on the garage roof, but on that plastic-roofed shed I put up to cover 

the firewood and my yard tools and lawn mower. It will all have to be replaced… 

I wonder what Jackson is doing Saturday morning? 
 

It is the most wonderful time of the year. . .   

                                so let is snow, let it snow, let it snow!

By the time darkness set in, the roof was clear and 
the yard was free of all the debris. A half-dozen large 
stacks of 4’ cedar on the roadside were proof of our 

hard work. . .  
so let it snow, let it snow, let it snow! 

 

 

 

December 13 

11:00a-1:00p: Senior Adult  

Drop-In at the Heatons’ home. 
 

December 16 

11:00a Theme: “Singing with 

Mary” – Sanctuary Choir will  

perform John Rutter’s Magnificat. 
 

December 19 

4:00p: Fun Food Wednesday – 

Fahrenheit Restaurant 
 

December 20 

Noon: Very Special People (VSP) 

Wear your Christmas sweaters! 
 

December 21 

5:00p: Festival of Gifts –  

See back page for details. 
 

December 22 

Room in the Inn 
 

December 23 

11:00a: “Singing with Mary – 

Promise” (Children sing.) 
 

December 24 

5:00p: Christmas Eve Worship with 

Communion, 

“Singing with Mary – Parable” 

...at Park Road Baptist 

 

We welcome Jamie and Drew McCarthy as our 
newest members. They have been participating 
with our the Young Professionals “Koinonia” 
group for the past year. Drew is employed in the 
computer industry, and Jamie has worked with a 
nonprofit related to education. She is between 
jobs at the moment and is  expecting their first 
child in February, so work is up in the air at the 
moment! We welcome Jaime and Drew and will 
soon welcome baby McCarthy to the Park Road 
family! 

Sanctuary Choir presents  

John Rutter’s Magnificat 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This Sunday, December 16, the 

Park Road Choir, accompanied by 
members of the Charlotte  

Symphony Orchestra, will present 
Magnificat, composed by John  

Rutter. Our own Lorie Gabriel and 
Allie Blum will be the soprano  

soloists. Guest conductor, a friend 
of Park Road Baptist,  

Jan McCoy will conduct. 

Homeless Shelter Lunch 

Some new crew members from Park Road cooked and served lunch at the  

Uptown Men’s Shelter last week. They fed 150 men on a cold and wintry  

Saturday! We also hosted Room in the Inn 

that night sheltering 12 men from the cold. 
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Festival of Gifts 

We will repeat last year’s wonderful event: eat; prepare 

backpack snack bags, sweets, cards for our “Friends at 

Home,” and refugee kits for new neighbors; make  

blankets for neighbors in need; and cook meals for  

Charlotte Family Housing and Room in the Inn.  
 

Bring an appetizer, finger foods, or a dessert to share. The 

church will provide the meat and drink. We will gather at 

5:00p to eat, then set up the Community Center to  

complete all our work. 
 

A Youth Lock-In will follow. 

Koinonia Connection Group Christmas Party 

The Koinonia Christmas Party is coming up! Grab your 

ugly sweaters, white  

elephants gifts ($10-15 or 

less), and some yummy 

goodies to share. We will 

meet Thursday, December 

13 at 7:00p at Joey’s and 

Liza's home: 608 Bascom 

Street, 28205. 

Child Development Center Parents Night Out 

CDC children had fun at our Parents Night Out on  

December 8. They  

enjoyed becoming a  

human Christmas tree, 

decorating ornaments, 

making reindeer food, 

watching the Grinch  

movie, and, of course,  

having pizza for dinner! 

Youth Progressive Dinner 2018 

I'm thankful for each one of the youth! Thanks to our 

hosts this year: the Palmers, the Helts, and the Knights! 

We appreciate your putting up with us!!! I hope everyone 

has a wonderful Advent and Christmas.  

 

Still to come . . .  

 

 

 

 

. . . Youth Lock-in after 

the Festival of Gifts on 

Friday, December 21! 

Park Road—Going Facebook Live  

When a winter storm hits, we  

improvise. Since it has been the 

long-standing decision to never  

cancel worship, we decided to  

gather for worship. About 28 people 

braved the elements, and we  

ushered in Advent Peace last  

Sunday. But we decided to go live 

on Facebook. During the hour of 

worship, we had 72 people to  

comment.  As of today 562  

folks have viewed the six times 

members have shared the service. 

We were able to interact with friends 

from home, live during the service—

one boasting of singing along by the fire while working a  

jigsaw puzzle “at church.” It was a great way to connect 

through social media when we could not be together in 

person. But nothing beats in person—so see you soon! 


