
Meditation 
Christmas is not just about the past, but about the present. A line from the last 

stanza of ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem,’ a favorite from childhood, expresses 

this perfectly: “Be born in us today.” Christmas is about the birth of Christ in 

us . . . When I was a child, I thought Christmas was about something that 

happened once upon a time. Now I see that Christmas speaks about what 

happens again and again and again. 

          — Marcus J. Borg 

 

Music for Preparation   
 Prelude on Greensleeves  Richard Purvis (1913-1994) 

     Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming       Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)  

     In Dulci Jubilo                                    Johann Michael Bach (1648-1694) 

 Go Tell It on the Mountain            arr. Richard Elliott (b. 1957)  

 

Welcome  Russ Dean 

 

Chiming of the Hour 
 

*Processional Hymn  
 #116, O Come, All Ye Faithful  GLORIA 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels! 
 

Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,  

O sing, all ye bright hosts of heav’n above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest! (Refrain) 
 

Yea, Lord we greet thee, born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n; 

Word of our God, now in flesh appearing! (Refrain) 

 

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Dan McClintock 

In a bad news world, Mary teaches us to Praise: 

My soul magnifies the Lord! 

In a world where “might (still) makes right,” Mary offers a different 

Perspective: 

God brings down the powerful and lifts up the poor. 

In a world in need of hope, Mary reminds us of God’s Promise: 

Helping us by remembering mercy. 

In a world that has always been skeptical of the Greatest Story ever told, 

God writes us into the Parable – which is Good News! So, let us sing: 

ALL: [sung]: Gloria, in excelsis Deo, Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

 

Invocation  

 Lord’s Prayer (sung)  Albert Hay Malotte (1895-1964) 

  Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Children’s Time Luke 2 (KJV) Amy Jacks Dean 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from 

Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was 

first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)  And all went to be 

taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 

out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is 

called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 

David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with 

child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were 

accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her 

firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 

manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. And there were 

in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and 

the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore 

afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 

good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is 

born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And 

this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 

swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to 

God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward all.  
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

 

Solo     

 Messiah Now Has Come                 Nolan Williams (b. 1969) 

     Lechetze Lewis, soprano 

 

Scripture Reading   “Singing with Mary,” from Luke 1 Russ Dean 
 

Singing in Praise: Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord… 

Singing for Perspective: Mary said, God has brought down the powerful and 

lifted up the lowly…  

Singing the Promise: Mary said, God has remembered God’s promise of 

mercy… 
 

We sing with Mary, in hopes that through her Praise and Perspective and 

Promise we may understand the Parable: 

Mary sang… and then returned to her home. 
 

 

Homily Returning Home  Russ Dean 

     Sing Through Me  arr. Russ Dean 
 

Sing through me for the least and the poor. 

Sing through me to those who have more. 

Sing your truth through me today. Sing your love through me always. 

It’s a message of justice to transform the world – God will sing through me. 
 

I’m singing the praise of my God, who humbly lifted me up.  

Calling my name, bending to me, I’ll be blessed by history. 
 

God topples the mighty and strong, scatters their pride in the wind. 

God uses their wealth, the poor will attain. 

The mountains will crumble the valleys will gain. 
 

‘Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou amongst women,  

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.” 
 

God still sings—through me. 

 

Celebration of Communion 
 

Call to Confession Amy Jacks Dean 

 

Preparation for Silence 
 O Come Thou Long Expected Jesus arr. Russ Dean 

 Bennett Dean, trumpet 

 

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
We can’t be satisfied, O God: It’s someone else’s story. (We’re left out.) Or 

it’s just a story. (We don’t believe.) Or we don’t like how it begins. (It’s too 

slow.) Or how it ends. (It was too sad – or too happy.) On this night, then, 

let us be reminded that this Greatest Story Ever Told is not complete until 

we show up and take our place. Let us be satisfied that God is writing The 

Story – and has given us a role in it. Amen. 

  

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Congregational Response  

 Gesú Bambino                                    Pietro Yon (1883-1946)  

     Tinsley Stewart, violin 

 

Invitation to the Table      Amy Jacks Dean 

Carol Medley 

(Please join in singing while seated or waiting for Communion.  

You may use the hymnal, or sing the traditional words from memory.) 
 

     #126, Angels, From the Realms of Glory   REGENT SQUARE 

     (verses 1 and 4) 
 

     #129, Good Christian Friends, Rejoice   IN DULCI JUBILO 

     (verses 1 and 3) 
 

     #131, It Came Upon the Midnight Clear       CAROL 
 

     #133, O Little Town of Bethlehem            ST. LOUIS 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Children and Youth Coordinator 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn all cell phones off during worship. 
 

 Our monthly newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons 

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

Manuscript and audio files of sermons are also available at 

www.parkroadbaptist.org.   
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you but you may leave it on the 

back pew to be recycled by our Caring for Creation Team.  

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession      Dan McClintock 

Offertory Sentences Russ Dean 

Offertory Solo  
 O Holy Night                                                Adolphe Adam (1803-1856)  

 David Silden, euphonium 
 

*Doxology                                             VENI EMMANUEL 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

Sharing the Christ Candle 
 

 Silent Night   STILLE NACHT 
  

Silent night, Holy night, All is calm, all is bright 

‘Round yon virgin, mother and child, Holy infant so tender and mild. 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, Holy night, Shepherds quake, at the sight 

Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly, hosts sing Hallelujah. 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 
 

Silent night, Holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light, 

Radiant beams from thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 
 

Silent night, holy night, Wondrous star, lend thy light; 

With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 

Christ, the Savior, is born, Christ, the Savior is born. 

 

Meditation 

Remember, most of us got something for nothing the first time just by showing 

up here at birth. Now we have to qualify. 

          — Robert Fulghum 

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Congregational Response  

 Joy to the World    ANTIOCH 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King. 

Let every heart prepare him room, and heavn’ and nature sing, 

and heavn’ and nature sing, 

And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

Postlude 
 Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella arr. Keith Chapman (1945-1989) 

 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that follows 

worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that Word truly 

become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).   

You are invited to help us UN-Decorate  

the Sanctuary and Church Campus 
 

This Saturday, December 29th at 9:00 am! 
 

Many hands make light work! 

Mary sang . . .  

 And then she returned home 
         — Luke 1 


