
It was a 20-ounce steak! 

Joey told Brooks he could order anything he wanted, so he ordered A TWENTY 

OUNCE STEAK! In the first picture I saw, the steak covers the plate; there’s barely 

enough room for a baked potato. In the next picture, the steak is almost gone, and 

Brooks is asleep, face down on the table next to it! 

Brooks Baxley, whom we met as an infant, the most recent newborn in the church 

that was calling us to be their pastors, probably gets the Most 

Active in Church superlative for the last 16 years. Sunday 

School and worship, Sunday night youth activities, Wednesday 

night supper and youth group meeting… and ANYTHING else 

we plan. Announce it in the newsletter… Brooks will be here! 

So, spending this year in a school in Utah has been tough on 

Brooks. Some of his first questions when Laura and Dwayne 

were talking with him about going West had to do with church: 

“Can I still go to Unidiversity? Will I have to miss Mission 

Trip?...” 

The year has been good but as tough as expected. Dwayne and 

Laura have been able to make several visits, and Brooks has 

gotten some correspondence from his friends in our youth 

group. But last week, Joey Haynes flew to Utah to spend some 

time with Brooks. 

You want to know what good youth ministry looks like? 

It looks like a youth minister flying across the country to visit one of the kids in 

his group. 

The fact that Joey’s middle name is “Have passport. Will travel.” notwithstanding,  

the trip goes down as one of the highlights of 16 years of ministry at Park Road.  

The caring compassion of this church’s spirit has always been an identifying mark. 

I don’t know a better way to be known as “church,” and a trip to Utah will stand for 

a long time as emblematic of the Christ-like concern and human-to-human empathy 

I see so often in your actions. 

I’m grateful for the ministry Joey Haynes is providing to our youth. The ever-present 

smile, tucked naturally beneath his ubiquitous WV ballcap, the creative energy, the 

showing up, the being present… what more could we ask for? And, because Joey’s 

passport is as well-stamped as anyone I know, he already has a trip scheduled for 

Slovakia. Over the Christmas holidays, he’ll be doing youth ministry with Jackson 

Knight, who’s spending the year abroad. If you need an atlas to find Slovakia, you’re 

not alone. It’s… over there, not the end of the earth, but I think you can see it from 

there! Just Joey’s kind of place, and just the right kind of ministry for his special soul. 

You provide some budgeted reimbursement funds for each of your ministers, to cover 

continuing education and other legitimate expenses that come with the job. Amy 

instructed Joey to make sure he kept receipts for his trip to Utah. Joey’s text to us, 

when he sent the picture of the side of beef Brooks had for dinner, said, “I think I 

may need to reimburse the church for some of this!” 

No way. It’s some of the best money we’ve ever spent. (But we may need to talk about 

that ticket to Slovakia!) 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul  
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Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

COMING UP 
 

 

Thursday, December 8 
11-1p Senior Adult Christmas Party 

at the Heaton Home 

 

Saturday, December 10 
10:45a Men’s Shelter Lunch 

Room in the Inn 

 

Sunday, December 11 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00 Worship 

Advent III: As If… 

Joy is not Fleeting 

Deacon of the Week: John Moseley 

Noon: Meet and Greet after Worship 

 

Thursday, December 15 
Noon: VSP 

 

Friday, December 16 
6-9p Stop Hunger Now Packing Event 

 

Sunday, December 18 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00 Worship 

Advent IV: As If… 

Love is the Greatest 

Deacon of the Week: Laura Dower 

5:00p Soup and Caroling 

 

Remembering in Prayer 
Tony Burton, recuperating at home 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 
Jean Thomas (new address) 

151 E. Dallas Road 

Stanley, NC 28164 

704-931-4186 

Order Poinsettias and Support our Youth Group 

Next Sunday, December 11, is the last Sunday to order poinsettias in honor of or in memory of 

loved ones. The plants decorate the Sanctuary during the Christmas season. A complete listing of 

honorees and memorials will be printed in the bulletin December 18. Poinsettias are $8 each, 

and all proceeds will support our Youth Group’s summer trips and programs.  

You may place your order at the service Sunday or call the church office before December 15. 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Service 

Our annual Christmas Eve service will begin at 5:00p. The service will be filled with carols and candles, a warm service 

of worship and celebration. Please bring family and friends to what is becoming one of our most well-attended, most 

important services of the year.  

Get up on Sunday morning, let the kids see what Santa brought and then join us for a come-as-you-are worship service 

at 10:00a. We will enjoy a more casual setting on this Christmas morning. Children are encouraged to bring one gift 

they received, for “show and tell” during our Children’s Time. 
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Homeless Ministries 

Saturday, December 10 will be a busy and very chilly day 

for our homeless ministries with a Men’s Shelter Lunch 

from 10:45a-1:15p and our first Room in the Inn of the 

winter season that evening in our Youth Building. 

Volunteers are still needed for both events so please see 

http://www.parkroadbaptist.org/sign-up-to-help/ for more 

details and sign up to help! 

Stop Hunger Now 

On Friday, December 16 from 6-9p, 

we’ll gather in the Community Center to 

pack 50,000 meals for Stop Hunger 

Now. SHN supplies food and life-saving 

aid to the world’s most vulnerable 

people and works to end global hunger 

in our lifetime. Established in 1998, they have provided 

over 225 million meals in 74 countries. 

Did you know that in sub-Saharan Africa, one in every four 

people is hungry every day? Did you know that nearly half 

of the deaths of children under 5 years old is caused by 

malnutrition? 

Come join us for an exciting evening of meal-packaging and 

help to stop hunger! It is an immensely fun, hands-on and 

rewarding experience for anyone of any age! 

Christmas Music 

Please join us Sunday, December 18 

for the 11 o’clock worship service 

as the Sanctuary Choir and the 

Children’s Choir presents “Savior of 

the Nations Come.” 

Arranged by famed church musician 

Michael Burkhardt, this music is a 

festival of Advent and Christmas carols that will also involve 

congregational singing. Interspersed between movements are 

readings by Dietrich Bonhoffer that enhance our understanding 

of the season. The Choir will be accompanied by a brass 

quartet and the organ. 

Invite your family and friends to join us. 

Update on Young Adult Activities 

The Young Adults group studied the book “The New Jim Crow” 

throughout the fall season. The book talks about mass 

incarceration in regards to drugs, especially among African-

American males. This study came at an appropriate time with 

the social implications of the 2016 election and the protests in 

our city.  

We reflected on our privilege and discussed what the next steps 

could be as we move forward. Ultimately, more discussions are 

to come as we seek to listen to those who are in the margins. 

We have been thrilled with the new visitors to our group this 

year. We plan to see the Christmas lights in Mcadenville, NC 

(Christmas Town, USA) on December 10 and will have our 

Christmas Party on December 14. 

In the spring we plan to study a series of videos called 

“Animate: Practices.” These videos feature seven prominent 

names in the theology field who each focus on one specific 

Christian Practice and talk about the history and why it is 

important.  

Holiday Office Hours 

Usual Hours of 8:30-2p  

through December 23 

Office Closed  

Tuesday and Wednesday,  

December 27 and 28 and Tuesday, January 3 

Resume Normal Schedule January 4 

Soup and Caroling Hayride 

On Sunday, December 18, 

we will gather in the 

Community Center at 5p to 

enjoy soups. (If you can 

make a pot of soup, let Amy 

know!) Following supper, we 

will load in hay-filled trucks and trailers and make our way on a 

singing journey in the neighborhood behind the church as we 

visit church members and give a touch of Christmas spirit.  

This has become a wonderful, intergenerational tradition so 

please join us! 

http://www.parkroadbaptist.org/sign-up-to-help/

