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Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

State of the Church Address 

January 2017 

This is the condensed version of what I said last Sunday  

to end our Annual Business Meeting: 

“My Dear Fellow Church Folks, I thank my God upon every remembrance of you. 

You’ve just watched the video of the beautiful faces of this church. Young and old, 

we are family together. You’ve heard the reports of staff shiftings. You’ve seen the 

numbers that show growth. You’ve been assured of some sense of financial 

stability. And all of this is a part of the business of being Church. But each year 

since we have been doing this one annual meeting, I have tried to bring a Pastoral 

word. And that word should always be unifying AND challenging, pastoral AND 

prophetic. Here’s a broad stroke attempt, then, of a Pastoral Word: 

May we practice Love. That means even the people who are harder to love than 

others – I’ll not call names for I would likely often have to call my own name! Let 

us practice Love. I have either been a member of or on the staff of nine churches 

in my life. You are my favorite. And no, I’ve not said that to every church. Perhaps 

we’ve just known you the longest and most intimately. You are not perfect, but you 

are the best group of people Russ and I have ever known in the context of Church. 

That’s the Pastoral Word. 

The Prophetic Word is this: You are not done yet. The theme for my year comes 

from the sermon I preached on MLK weekend – There Has Never Been A Better 

Time To Be The Church! I believe that. But we will need to take some risks. In so 

doing, we will likely make some missteps. We may even stumble. And when we do 

we will ask for forgiveness from one another. We will need to be outspoken. We will 

need to move out of our comfort zones and head straight for the chaos sometimes. 

That is the Gospel we are called to live. And in these days when anxiety and fear 

are rampant, we will need to be the non-anxious presence that sometimes brings 

calm and sometimes stirs the pot. The trick will be finding the wisdom to know 

when each is needed and the courage 

to embody it. 

I was sitting in the surgical waiting 

room last week with two church 

members and a friend of theirs from 

another church. The friend asked, 

“What’s on the horizon 25 years from 

now about which we need to be 

speaking today to prepare the way?” It’s 

an excellent question. We should 

ponder that in community for sure. But for today, let us ask – what’s happening in 

our midst (within the walls of our church) and in our midst (out there in the rest of 

the world) that needs our wisdom and our calm, our creativity and our dedication, 

our compassion and our strength? I want us to be on the cutting edge - out there. 

But I want to do it while being fully present to this very moment in time. 

It is a very tall order to be the Church. And we’ve never needed it more. So,  

My Dear Fellow Church Folks, I will continue to thank my God upon every 

remembrance of you. And I ask you to do the same for your Pastors. May it be so. 

Amen. 

COMING UP 
 

Wednesday, February 1 
5:30p Family Fellowship Suppers 

Resume. 

 

Saturday, February 4 
3:30p: Children & Youth Outing to 

Queens University Homecoming 

Basketball Game and Dinner Following 

 

Sunday, February 5 
Deacon of the Week: Beth Heaton 

9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga 

 

Wednesday, February 8 
5:30p Family Fellowship Supper 

 

February 14 
Deadline for Contributions for 

PRBC Mission Trip to Cuba 

 

Remember in Prayer 
Dona Leonard 

Recuperating at Home 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Ted Morris 

801 Hillside Avenue 

Charlotte, NC 28209 

704-523-3945 

Connection Group Opportunities at Park Road 

Park Road currently has nearly 20 Connection Groups providing activities and options for our members to become 

involved with those who share similar interests. There are several Connection Groups for Sunday Morning study, as well 

as other groups that meet throughout the week/month to learn, volunteer in the community and develop closer bonds.  

Active Connection Groups include: 

Coffee and Kibitz 

Lunch Bunch 

Men’s Bible Study 

Needlers 

Park Road Choir 

Senior Stretch Exercise 

Very Special People (VSP) 

Young Adults 

Sunday morning Connection Groups: 

Abundant Grace 

Babylons 

Echerd Class 

Futures - Men 

Futures - Women 

Genesis 

Lydia Fidelis/Dorcas 

If you have not already, please join one or more of these groups and become more connected.  

Go to http://www.parkroadbaptist.org/adult-activities/ to find descriptions and contact information. 

(Re)Defining Community 

February 5: A Wise Community  

http://www.parkroadbaptist.org/adult-activities/


 

 

Park Road’s  

Changing Face 

 

Thanks to George Miles, 

2016 Communications 

Ministry Area Coordinator, 

we have been closely 

tracking attendance and 

membership numbers. It’s 

not by leaps and bounds, 

but we are growing! We had 

25 new members in 2016, 

many of whom are already 

active and integrated into 

our community. This marks 

a three-year net positive 

trend and a net positive 

growth since 2010. The face 

of Park Road is changing.  

We best honor those who 

have gone before us by 

continuing to enjoy the 

community they put in place 

and to extend our ministries 

through new hands and feet.  

Welcome new members  

and all! 

2017 Annual Ministry Plan Budget 

It’s a “Ministry Plan” not a budget – because churches should be about the ministry not just the numbers. 

Spiritual Development Ministry Area (worship and education)  $21,325 

Park Road Community Ministry Area (member care)  $4,550 

Communications Ministry Area (outreach and internal communication) $4,900 

Resources Ministry Area (administration and personnel)  $543,629 

Missions Ministry Area  (8.6%) _____$49,399 

Total 2017 Annual Ministry Plan  $623,803 

2016 Year End AMP: $617,641. Year End: +$6,400 

  

 

Capital Campaign Update 

In 2014 we adopted a campaign goal of $727,250 – and exceeded that goal with pledges of $737,416. We are now debt-

free, having retired the mortgage on our Community Center in 2015, and significant repairs have been made across our 

campus, including the installation of a new, state-of-the-art HVAC system for our sanctuary building. As we move into the 

final phase of this campaign, the renovation of our sanctuary, the Capital Campaign Committee (Will Neeriemer, Chair) 

reports the following numbers: 

Pledge Contributions $643,860  (14.5% uncollected) 

Non-Pledge Contributions $28,465 

Total Contributed $672,325 

Total Cash On Hand $228,904 

Ministry Council 

Our Ministry Council is composed of the Chair and Vice Chair of Deacons, a 

representative from each of our three Leadership Committees, the five Ministry Area 

Coordinators, and the ministerial staff. The council serves to coordinate the efforts of 

our Action Teams and committees and to act as a short-term visioning body, keeping 

the church aligned with its mission and vision statements.  

The 2017 Ministry Council is 

Brian Smyth Deacon Chair 

Ann Miles Deacon Vice Chair 

Tara Brittain CDC Committee Rep 

Bob Clare Administration Committee Rep 

Will Neeriemer Personnel Committee Rep 

John Paris Resources Ministry Area 

Hugh and Sarah Ashcraft PR Community Ministry Area 

Barry and Ann Marie Burke 

 Spiritual Development Ministry Area 

Crystal Smyth Mission Ministry Area 

Sarah Grace Woolley Communications Ministry Area 

Missions: There are a lot of good things happening in missions at Park Road  

and many ways for you to get involved! 

Uplift Sedgefield - For nearly two years, we have been dedicating nearly half of our missions budget and many volunteer 

hours to supporting and assisting the students at Sedgefield Elementary School. Our backpack snack program began 

several years ago, and we are now sending home food bags with 100 children every Friday of the school year. There are 

opportunities to tutor children through the Heart Math, Northstar Reading and Augustine Literacy programs. The school 

sponsors a trip to Washington, DC for 5th graders in the spring and will be looking for donations to help children make that 

trip to our nation’s capital. Just before the summer recess, Park Road conducts a book drive to get new and used books in 

the hands of each child for the summer. This past December, the school held a Holiday Gift Shop for the first time. Your 

contributions helped to make that a success and a program that is likely to continue in the future. 

Homeless Ministries – We are in the midst of the Room in the Inn season when Park Road opens our Youth Building to 12 

homeless neighbors twice a month from December through March. In addition to a warm place to sleep, we provide 

showers and laundry facilities as well as dinner, a quick breakfast and a bag lunch for our guests. An opportunity for you 

to be involved at the Urban Ministry Center is the twice-a-month iced tea service which we provide during the Friday 

lunch hour. Park Road folks also prepare and serve a hot lunch at the Men’s Shelter on the second Saturday every other 

month beginning in February. We have had a long standing relationship with Charlotte Family Housing and assist them by 

hosting 4 weeks each year at their Elizabeth House location. Volunteers provide 3 meals during the week (Sunday, 

Tuesday and Thursday) and overnight hosts for 5 nights, Sunday through Thursday. 

Cuba Partnership – We’re in the 13th year of our partnership with Resurrection Baptist Church in Carlos Rojas, Cuba. 

Mileydis Garcia Arias has been the new pastor there for the past 6 months, and she is very excited about our upcoming 

visit February 16-20. If you have traveled to Cuba on one of these mission trips, you know that spending time with our 

Cuban partners is as much an encouragement to us as it is to them! 

Children’s Leadership 

The Personnel Committee has approved Joey Haynes to 

take over as Children’s Coordinator from February-

August 2017. This situation will serve as an internship 

for Joey to experience other areas of ministry.  

Beginning in September 2017, Amy Jacks Dean will 

move from ¾ time to full-time taking on the 

responsibilities for our Children’s Ministry.  

Joey and Amy and teachers spent Sunday afternoon 

cleaning out/organizing the Children’s Building. 

1, 2, 3 Huddle! 

At the conclusion of Sunday’s State of the Church meeting,  

an impromptu idea was suggested that we all huddle about our tables.  

The word “huddle” was from Amy’s sermon to encourage our love and unity. 



 

 

Park Road’s  

Changing Face 

 

Thanks to George Miles, 

2016 Communications 

Ministry Area Coordinator, 

we have been closely 

tracking attendance and 

membership numbers. It’s 

not by leaps and bounds, 

but we are growing! We had 

25 new members in 2016, 

many of whom are already 

active and integrated into 

our community. This marks 

a three-year net positive 

trend and a net positive 

growth since 2010. The face 

of Park Road is changing.  

We best honor those who 

have gone before us by 

continuing to enjoy the 

community they put in place 

and to extend our ministries 

through new hands and feet.  

Welcome new members  

and all! 

2017 Annual Ministry Plan Budget 

It’s a “Ministry Plan” not a budget – because churches should be about the ministry not just the numbers. 

Spiritual Development Ministry Area (worship and education)  $21,325 

Park Road Community Ministry Area (member care)  $4,550 

Communications Ministry Area (outreach and internal communication) $4,900 

Resources Ministry Area (administration and personnel)  $543,629 

Missions Ministry Area  (8.6%) _____$49,399 

Total 2017 Annual Ministry Plan  $623,803 

2016 Year End AMP: $617,641. Year End: +$6,400 

  

 

Capital Campaign Update 

In 2014 we adopted a campaign goal of $727,250 – and exceeded that goal with pledges of $737,416. We are now debt-

free, having retired the mortgage on our Community Center in 2015, and significant repairs have been made across our 

campus, including the installation of a new, state-of-the-art HVAC system for our sanctuary building. As we move into the 

final phase of this campaign, the renovation of our sanctuary, the Capital Campaign Committee (Will Neeriemer, Chair) 

reports the following numbers: 

Pledge Contributions $643,860  (14.5% uncollected) 

Non-Pledge Contributions $28,465 

Total Contributed $672,325 

Total Cash On Hand $228,904 

Ministry Council 

Our Ministry Council is composed of the Chair and Vice Chair of Deacons, a 

representative from each of our three Leadership Committees, the five Ministry Area 

Coordinators, and the ministerial staff. The council serves to coordinate the efforts of 

our Action Teams and committees and to act as a short-term visioning body, keeping 

the church aligned with its mission and vision statements.  

The 2017 Ministry Council is 

Brian Smyth Deacon Chair 

Ann Miles Deacon Vice Chair 

Tara Brittain CDC Committee Rep 

Bob Clare Administration Committee Rep 

Will Neeriemer Personnel Committee Rep 

John Paris Resources Ministry Area 

Hugh and Sarah Ashcraft PR Community Ministry Area 

Barry and Ann Marie Burke 

 Spiritual Development Ministry Area 

Crystal Smyth Mission Ministry Area 

Sarah Grace Woolley Communications Ministry Area 

Missions: There are a lot of good things happening in missions at Park Road  

and many ways for you to get involved! 

Uplift Sedgefield - For nearly two years, we have been dedicating nearly half of our missions budget and many volunteer 

hours to supporting and assisting the students at Sedgefield Elementary School. Our backpack snack program began 

several years ago, and we are now sending home food bags with 100 children every Friday of the school year. There are 

opportunities to tutor children through the Heart Math, Northstar Reading and Augustine Literacy programs. The school 

sponsors a trip to Washington, DC for 5th graders in the spring and will be looking for donations to help children make that 

trip to our nation’s capital. Just before the summer recess, Park Road conducts a book drive to get new and used books in 

the hands of each child for the summer. This past December, the school held a Holiday Gift Shop for the first time. Your 

contributions helped to make that a success and a program that is likely to continue in the future. 

Homeless Ministries – We are in the midst of the Room in the Inn season when Park Road opens our Youth Building to 12 

homeless neighbors twice a month from December through March. In addition to a warm place to sleep, we provide 

showers and laundry facilities as well as dinner, a quick breakfast and a bag lunch for our guests. An opportunity for you 

to be involved at the Urban Ministry Center is the twice-a-month iced tea service which we provide during the Friday 

lunch hour. Park Road folks also prepare and serve a hot lunch at the Men’s Shelter on the second Saturday every other 

month beginning in February. We have had a long standing relationship with Charlotte Family Housing and assist them by 

hosting 4 weeks each year at their Elizabeth House location. Volunteers provide 3 meals during the week (Sunday, 

Tuesday and Thursday) and overnight hosts for 5 nights, Sunday through Thursday. 

Cuba Partnership – We’re in the 13th year of our partnership with Resurrection Baptist Church in Carlos Rojas, Cuba. 

Mileydis Garcia Arias has been the new pastor there for the past 6 months, and she is very excited about our upcoming 

visit February 16-20. If you have traveled to Cuba on one of these mission trips, you know that spending time with our 

Cuban partners is as much an encouragement to us as it is to them! 

Children’s Leadership 

The Personnel Committee has approved Joey Haynes to 

take over as Children’s Coordinator from February-

August 2017. This situation will serve as an internship 

for Joey to experience other areas of ministry.  

Beginning in September 2017, Amy Jacks Dean will 

move from ¾ time to full-time taking on the 

responsibilities for our Children’s Ministry.  

Joey and Amy and teachers spent Sunday afternoon 

cleaning out/organizing the Children’s Building. 

1, 2, 3 Huddle! 

At the conclusion of Sunday’s State of the Church meeting,  

an impromptu idea was suggested that we all huddle about our tables.  

The word “huddle” was from Amy’s sermon to encourage our love and unity. 



Monty Bennett 
 Director of Music and Organist 
 

Brenda Casteen 
 Administrative Assistant 
 

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 
 Pastors 
 

Heather Gaskins 
 Child Development Center Director 

 Phone: 704.523.5717 Fax: 704.523.8481 www.parkroadbaptist.org email: info@parkroadbaptist.org 

 

Joey Haynes 
 Youth Coordinator 
 

Bruce Holliday 
 Director of Communications 
 

Cason Maccubbin 
 Financial Administrator 
 

Dan McClintock 
 Minister of Missions and Family Life 
 

 

Paul Owens 
 Facilities Manager 
 

Erin Rumble 
 Diaconate Chair 

from the pastors’ Heart & Soul  

Good Tidings is intended for our members and friends. 

Please notify us if you no longer wish to receive this 

publication. Thank you! 

Good Tidings, USPS permit #979, is published weekly by PRBC, 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, NC 28209. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the above address. 

Return Service Requested 

 Park Road Baptist Church 

3900 Park Road 

Charlotte, NC 28209 
February 1, 2017 

NON PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

CLT, NC 

Permit #979 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

State of the Church Address 

January 2017 

This is the condensed version of what I said last Sunday  

to end our Annual Business Meeting: 

“My Dear Fellow Church Folks, I thank my God upon every remembrance of you. 

You’ve just watched the video of the beautiful faces of this church. Young and old, 

we are family together. You’ve heard the reports of staff shiftings. You’ve seen the 

numbers that show growth. You’ve been assured of some sense of financial 

stability. And all of this is a part of the business of being Church. But each year 

since we have been doing this one annual meeting, I have tried to bring a Pastoral 

word. And that word should always be unifying AND challenging, pastoral AND 

prophetic. Here’s a broad stroke attempt, then, of a Pastoral Word: 

May we practice Love. That means even the people who are harder to love than 

others – I’ll not call names for I would likely often have to call my own name! Let 

us practice Love. I have either been a member of or on the staff of nine churches 

in my life. You are my favorite. And no, I’ve not said that to every church. Perhaps 

we’ve just known you the longest and most intimately. You are not perfect, but you 

are the best group of people Russ and I have ever known in the context of Church. 

That’s the Pastoral Word. 

The Prophetic Word is this: You are not done yet. The theme for my year comes 

from the sermon I preached on MLK weekend – There Has Never Been A Better 

Time To Be The Church! I believe that. But we will need to take some risks. In so 

doing, we will likely make some missteps. We may even stumble. And when we do 

we will ask for forgiveness from one another. We will need to be outspoken. We will 

need to move out of our comfort zones and head straight for the chaos sometimes. 

That is the Gospel we are called to live. And in these days when anxiety and fear 

are rampant, we will need to be the non-anxious presence that sometimes brings 

calm and sometimes stirs the pot. The trick will be finding the wisdom to know 

when each is needed and the courage 

to embody it. 

I was sitting in the surgical waiting 

room last week with two church 

members and a friend of theirs from 

another church. The friend asked, 

“What’s on the horizon 25 years from 

now about which we need to be 

speaking today to prepare the way?” It’s 

an excellent question. We should 

ponder that in community for sure. But for today, let us ask – what’s happening in 

our midst (within the walls of our church) and in our midst (out there in the rest of 

the world) that needs our wisdom and our calm, our creativity and our dedication, 

our compassion and our strength? I want us to be on the cutting edge - out there. 

But I want to do it while being fully present to this very moment in time. 

It is a very tall order to be the Church. And we’ve never needed it more. So,  

My Dear Fellow Church Folks, I will continue to thank my God upon every 

remembrance of you. And I ask you to do the same for your Pastors. May it be so. 

Amen. 

COMING UP 
 

Wednesday, February 1 
5:30p Family Fellowship Suppers 

Resume. 

 

Saturday, February 4 
3:30p: Children & Youth Outing to 

Queens University Homecoming 

Basketball Game and Dinner Following 

 

Sunday, February 5 
Deacon of the Week: Beth Heaton 

9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga 

 

Wednesday, February 8 
5:30p Family Fellowship Supper 

 

February 14 
Deadline for Contributions for 

PRBC Mission Trip to Cuba 

 

Remember in Prayer 
Dona Leonard 

Recuperating at Home 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Ted Morris 

801 Hillside Avenue 

Charlotte, NC 28209 

704-523-3945 

Connection Group Opportunities at Park Road 

Park Road currently has nearly 20 Connection Groups providing activities and options for our members to become 

involved with those who share similar interests. There are several Connection Groups for Sunday Morning study, as well 

as other groups that meet throughout the week/month to learn, volunteer in the community and develop closer bonds.  

Active Connection Groups include: 

Coffee and Kibitz 

Lunch Bunch 

Men’s Bible Study 

Needlers 

Park Road Choir 

Senior Stretch Exercise 

Very Special People (VSP) 

Young Adults 

Sunday morning Connection Groups: 

Abundant Grace 

Babylons 

Echerd Class 

Futures - Men 

Futures - Women 

Genesis 

Lydia Fidelis/Dorcas 

If you have not already, please join one or more of these groups and become more connected.  

Go to http://www.parkroadbaptist.org/adult-activities/ to find descriptions and contact information. 

(Re)Defining Community 

February 5: A Wise Community  

http://www.parkroadbaptist.org/adult-activities/

