
The alarm went off this morning at the usual regrettable time, Amy groaned, and 

somehow in the dark of that early dawn, I remembered… oh, yes… 

“Happy Valentine’s Day!” 

I’ve spent the morning wondering what Cupid might have to offer today (which is to 

say, I haven’t planned ahead!), but all the Valentine’s cogitating reminded me of my 

elementary school years when everyone bought cards to exchange with everyone 

else. My mother would buy the little packs of cards and envelopes from the Dime 

Store (Yes, I know, what’s a “Dime Store.”). They were always pink and decorated 

with the obvious: hearts and frills and Cupid’s arrows, and they contained some 

innocuous, saccharine message: “Be mine, Valentine!” I would spend all night 

before, signing and addressing the little love notes. I guess I gave one to every girl 

in my class. I really don’t remember. I do remember it was 

all-important to show up with your Valentine cards on 

Valentine’s Day.  

As I got older my deliveries narrowed and got more 

personalized. I remember creating one card and including 

a little rhyme I had learned somewhere: 

The river’s wide and I can’t step it.  

I love you – and I can’t hep it! 

I don’t remember who got that gem of poetic brilliance. I do know she didn’t end up 

getting a diamond! 

With predictable capitalistic ingenuity, we’ve commoditized the world’s strongest 

emotion, and now love is a multi-million dollar industry. Apparently 25% of today’s 

mailed cards are sent on Valentine’s Day. 

Despite the obvious economic and cultural impact that remains, the Day’s history is 

unclear. Like many Christian holidays, the day was borrowed from a Roman festival. 

February 15 was a pagan fertility celebration for Lupercalia, which Pope Gelasius I 

borrowed in the late 15th century and designated “St. Valentine’s Day.” 

Scholars can’t agree which of three saint Valentines is the real name-sake of the 

originally-Christian holy day, or whether it was love expressed in their romantic 

exploits or their sacrificial Christian martyrdom which was deemed exemplary 

enough to memorialize. And, because that history is unclear, the celebration was 

removed from the Roman Catholic liturgical calendar in 1969. All that remains is 

the secular shell of a festival that once reminded the Romans of the deep mystery of 

birth and rebirth, the return of spring growth after a long winter, a day that once 

reminded Christians that all love, romantic (eros), platonic (philos), and godly 

(agape) come from God.  

I’m convinced this is as it should be. If the Church wants to consecrate holy days, 

let us do so in worship and in lives lived in true holiness. I’m not disappointed 

Valentine’s Day is now owned by Hallmark and not The Vatican. If we want our days 

to be holy, let’s make them so. 

I hope you have some Valentine’s plans… send a card… deliver some flowers… 

write a poem… take your love to dinner… celebrate the passion and the playfulness, 

the silliness and the sacrifice that love entails. And as you do, on this Valentine’s 

Day, let your celebrations remind you… 

God is Love. 
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COMING UP 
 

Wednesday, February 15 
5:30p Family Fellowship Supper  

and Activities 

 

Thursday, February 16 
Noon: VSP 

 

Sunday, February 19 
9:30 Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga Class  

 

Tuesday, February 21 
10:00a Coffee and Kibitz 

 

Friday, February 24 
11:00a Fun Food Friday: Senior Adults 

Lunch at The King’s Kitchen 

5-7:00p Drop-in at Crystal and Brian 

Smyth’s for New Members  

and their Deacons 

 

Sunday, February 26 
9:30 Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga Class  

 

Save the Date: March 19 
Youth Italian Night  

Fundraiser and Auction 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Hilda Moulton 

3301 Chilham Place 

Charlotte, NC  28226 

Personnel Changes 

Our very busy campus has been under the able watch of Paul 

Owens for the last few years. However, he and Holly now run 

a successful signage company, so his hours had decreased to 

part-time As of March, Paul will work on a contractual basis 

only. Our campus will be transferred to the care of Leslie 

Gipple as Operations Manager. Leslie has been on our 

campus the last few years, assisting Cason Maccubbin and 

also working with MeckMin, so she knows us well. Beginning 

March 6, Leslie will work 35 hours per week and have 

responsibilities for all facilities usage and maintenance. 

You can reach her at leslie@parkroadbaptist.org. 

Getting to Know You . . . 

A Staff Lunch recently celebrated the arrival of 

Allison Wieland (front right), as Finance Director and  

Leslie Gipple (left back), as Operations Manager  

mailto:leslie@parkroadbaptist.org
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Fun Food Friday! 

All Senior Adults are invited to join us Friday, February 24 

for a trip uptown and lunch at The King’s Kitchen. It’s 

great Southern food and ALL profits of this restaurant go to 

help feed the homeless in Charlotte.  

Meet at the back parking lot at 11:00a. 

Lunch and return… simple as that. Hope you can join us! 

This Sunday, February 19 

Terri McKelton (left) will 

share her vocal talent 

during the worship service. 

She will sing several 

settings of spirituals during 

an extended Preparation of 

Worship, as well as the 

Lord’s Prayer, and solos 

during the service. All the 

music is in celebration of 

Black History Month and is 

written or arranged by 

African-American 

composers. Please invite 

your family and friends to 

come as Terri leads us in 

worship. 

Our Servant Leaders Gather to Learn and Grow: the 2017 Deacon Retreat included  

good food, close fellowship, plans for the year and inspirational words from Mark Tidsworth, 

President, Pinnacle Leadership Associates. 

Youth Events Winter Spring Summer 2017 

In addition to their normal Sunday and Wednesday night 

schedule, the Park Road Youth Group has several planned 

activities in the upcoming months. Stay tuned for more details! 

Youth Fundraiser: Sunday March 19 

Spring Retreat to Garden City:  Friday March 31- Sunday April 2 

Youth Sunday: April 23 

Baccalaureate Sunday; Senior Reception: Sunday June 4 

Youth Mission Trip to West Virginia: 

Monday June 19-Saturday June 24 

Unidiversity at the University of Tennessee: 

Monday July 17-Saturday July 22 

 


