
February 20, 2019 

COMING UP 
 

 

 

 

February 22 
Fun Food Friday 

Bella Fresco 
We will leave the church at 11:00a 

and return by 2:00p 
 
 

February 23 
Women’s Drop-In at the home of 
Debbie Brown and Dona Leonard 

4:00p-7:00p 
9101 Stony Corner Lane 

 

 
February 23 

Room in the Inn 
 

 
March 15 

Fun Food Friday 
Charlotte Youth Ballet  

performance of Cinderella 
Our own Kathryn Zello is in the show! 

 

 
Friends at Home 

Jean Thomas 
151 E. Dallas Road 
Stanley, NC 28164 
(704) 931-4186 

 

Recovering 
Ober Pauley, Sardis Oaks 

 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

Mondays and Thursdays 
Senior Adult Exercise 

9:00a 

Time is an interesting thing. Sometimes it flies by and other moments it seems 
as if time stands still. “Church time” is a time unto itself. On the one hand, as a 
preacher, Sundays arrive at a pace that feels like there are at least 2-3 Sundays 
in each week, and yet Friday seems to never get here. And the way “church time” 
moves in decision making processes can only be described as “slow as Christ-
mas.” Let me take you back through a little bit of “church time:” 

When we returned from our three month pilgrimage sabbatical in 2009, we had 
done some dreaming and you had done some visioning. We asked you to do some 
work in our absence in an exercise to “re-hire” us. You had put together a nice 
packet in 2000 selling PRBC to prospective Pastoral candidates. The packet told 
everyone applying for the job of Pastor where you had been, where you were, and 
where you hoped to go. After nine years together, we wanted to update that  
packet trying to capture what we had accomplished together and where we  
wanted to go together moving forward. Somewhere in those dreams and visions, a 
renovated Sanctuary/Narthex was discussed. In “church time” those discussions 
have been on-going for 10 years! 

Some years ago (in “church time” it’s sometimes hard to remember exactly the 
number of years), we got more serious about these discussions. This led our  
architect in residence, our beloved Chet Helt, to get his handy-dandy shirt pocket 
ruler out and start drawing our collective dreams on paper. What if we slanted the 
side pews? What if we added bathrooms – YES! – bathrooms! What if we brought 
the back wall in and made the Narthex bigger and the Sanctuary smaller so those 
two spaces would fit us better in worship and in fellowship? What if we made the 
temporary stage extension permanent to better accommodate guest musicians 
and other creative opportunities? Chet brought to life the ideas that had been 
floated around for years. 

We approved this renovation a few years ago, hosted a Capital Campaign, and 
raised some money. Most of that money got used for the necessities first: a new 
HVAC system and a repair to a foundation crack. Both of those tasks used up 
more money than was anticipated leaving us only $70,000 of that initial  
campaign. Since so many years have gone by (“church time”) from initial  
architectural renderings and estimates, what was originally thought to be a 
$300,000-400,000 renovation project had turned out to be $600,000.The 
whole of the campaign also includes $210,000 of other capital needs: Milford 
Chapel HVAC, canopy repairs, and painting the exterior of the campus.  

Many people who had been a bit skeptical about the need to right-size the  
sanctuary understood better after we had to worship in the gym during the HVAC 
installation. They saw the benefit of sitting closer together. We sing better. We 
read responsively better. We connect with more people. Some of the doubters 
became sold. 

Chet never doubted this was the right move for Park Road. His ability to provide 
drawings allowed us to see what might be possible. And to honor his work, not 
just on this project, but on every building on this campus, his wife, Sue, made 
the lead gift to this current Capital Campaign in his memory to get things kicked 
off. We discussed an idea with the Building Committee and the Capital  
Campaign, and then we asked Sue’s permission which she granted. The idea was 
naming. Apparently when the Sanctuary building was built in 1964, what we now 
call the Narthex was called the Gold Room because of the colors used in that 
room. Some folks still call it the Gold Room! Our idea is to  
rename the Gold Room/Narthex and call it “Helt Hall.” It just 
has a good ring to it, and it honors the work and commitment of 
Chet Helt to help us see new ways of being Park Road that  
better fit who we are and where we are going. These renovations 
are a process of Renewing Community in worship and fellow-
ship so that we may better serve the community in ministry and 
mission. Chet Helt was for all of that. 

Last Sunday we moved back to the gym for worship, and we will 
be there for several months. (Think “church time!”) It’s been 10 years in  
discussion and finally, even as I type, saws are buzzing in the Sanctuary. We are 
well on our way to raising the money needed to see all of this to completion. If 
you have not had the opportunity to meet with someone from the Capital  
Campaign Committee about your pledge, please call the church office or go to 
the Sign-Up Genius to attend a small group gathering to hear more about this 
project and your participation in it. (https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0e4eadab23aa8-small) 

“Church time” requires patience and perseverance, but it is time well spent in 
community. 

Save the Date! 
Friday, April 5 

A Retreat for Women 

Dinner 
Door Prizes 

and conversation and interaction 
around Anne Lamott’s book 

Hallelujah Anyway! 

Reading the book is not required, 
but feel free to read it anyway. In a 
time in our collective lives—both 
globally and individually—there is 
so much going on where we need 

to learn how to say Hallelujah  
anyway.  

Cost will be minimal to cover the 
meal and more details are to come, 
but mark your calendars now for a 

nice evening with the women of the 
church to retreat and renew. 
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Volunteers are needed for our next Room in the Inn 

During the month of February, we our music programming 

 

including André Thomas, Felo 

Sowande, Thomas Kerr, Godwin Sadoh, Robert A. Harris,  

Monty Ben-

nett, our Director of Music, has written short biographies of 

Read Across America Day, March 1, 9:30a-10:30a 

Marie G. Davis is looking for volunteers to read in each of 

the K-4 classrooms to model and encourage reading for 

their students. It’s a one-hour commitment on that  

Friday and would involve reading a pre-selected  

Dr. Seuss book and either having the students do a  

related craft or reading another book selection. If you’d 

like to volunteer or if you have questions, contact Dan or 

email Ms. Gadsden, the Literacy Coordinator 

mieshad.gadsden@cms.k12.mc.us. 

Online Giving  

Park Road has  

updated its 

Online Giving 

program! You 

now have two  

convenient and 

very versatile 

options for 

providing support 

for specific funds 

and program 

events at the 

church. 
 

You can give online by going to http://

www.parkroadbaptist.org/give. Click on the button and the 

program will walk you through your donation. Our new  

program allows for one-time gifts, recurring gifts, and 

eChecks for those who prefer not to use a credit card. It's 

easy, fast, and allows you to designate exactly where you 

wish your money to go. 
 

We also now offer "Text to Give." With this program, you 

can donate directly from your phone via a simple text  

message to the church. Complete instructions can be 

found at http://www.parkroadbaptist.org/text-to-give or you 

can text to 704.800.3901, and our program will walk you 

through the process for setting up your account. Again, 

you can designate specific church funds and/or events.  

It's never been easier to support the missions and  

programs at Park Road. As always, please call the church 

office with any questions, and thank you for all you do to 

make Park Road such a vibrant church community! 

New Deacons and Committee Nominees 

As we begin a new year of service, let us thank those who 

served through 2018 on committees and as Deacons. 

Thank you for your willingness to serve Your Church. At 

the recent State of the Church meeting we elected the 

following members to new three-year terms of service: 
 

Deacons:  

Susan Allen, Matt Barner, Tracy Bradey, Gray Clark,  

Harper Fox, Dick Hester, Ron Pelt, Erin Rumble, and 

Brandon Williams 

Standing Committee members:  

Administration – Ken Thornburg  

Personnel—Curt Frueh and Megan Oakley 

Child Development Center – Chelsy Mitchell 

Thank you for serving! 

Youth Basketball Team 

Dan McClintock 

recognizes our 

Youth  

Basketball 

Teams during 

our morning 

service in the  

Community 

Center. 

Brian Hedgepeth is their leader, and he started this 

league 3 years ago with 7 members and now has 41 

members in the league. 

Campus Nurse – Discontinued 

We are grateful to Katie Welch for the time 

she devoted on Thursday mornings. She had 

several patients during last Fall’s  

experiment, but with the hours being  

limited to one hour a week we did not have 

enough traffic to justify Katie’s travel to and 

from the church. We will continue to look for ways to 

keep our folks happy and healthy – and we’re grateful for 

Katie’s willing spirit! 

February Composers 

During the month of  

February, our music  

programming is honoring 

Black History month by  

featuring several important 

black composers - including 

André Thomas, Felo  

Sowande, Thomas Kerr, Godwin Sadoh, Robert A. Harris, 

Moses George Hogan, and Jacqueline Hairston. Monty 

Bennett, our Director of Music, has written short  

biographies of each of our feature composers which you 

can read at http://www.parkroadbaptist.org/composers/. 
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