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January 26 
Room in the Inn 

January 27 
State of the Church 

Annual Business meeting 
Lunch and meeting following worship 

Friends at Home 
Thelma Koernert 

733 Plantation Dr., B-206 
Matthews, NC 28105 

(704) 846-5539 

Congrats to Allison Wieland on her 2 

year Staff Anniversary. 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

I have come to learn that time may just be the most important thing. And while 

raises are always wonderful and welcomed and appreciated, time may just be the 

very best gift any employer can give to an employee. Park Road has extended the 

gift of time in the form of a sabbatical to all full-time ministerial staff. This is a 

policy that was in place when we arrived as your Pastors. While not being super 

specific, the implication of the policy states that we are afforded three months of 

leave every seven years. Somehow, we have only taken one of these leaves over 

our eighteen years as your Pastors. And honestly, it was possibly the most  

wonderful three months of our tenure! That is no slam on you. It wasn’t just good 

for us. It was good for the Church also. You are wonderful and we have, for the 

most part, been blissfully happy in 

our work. But when we took that first  

sabbatical in 2009 our boys were ten 

and twelve, and we spent the entire 

three months away – just the four of 

us. Treasured memories still flood 

our story-telling when our mostly 

grown sons reunite.  
 

But our lives are different now and 

three months away seems like an 

awfully long time to be away. So we 

have recommended to the Personnel 

Committee and to the Ministry Coun-

cil to adjust the timing a bit. What if we 

took shorter time away a little more fre-

quently? And they liked that idea too. So we will take six weeks every three years 

as a Sabbatical time. We are looking forward to an After  

Easter-End of May time away in 2019. This will coincide nicely with a college 

graduation and a very last ever baseball season ending. We plan to take our 

camper and follow Presbyterian College Baseball from Pittsburgh to South  

Carolina to Georgia to Virginia to North Carolina. In addition to watching  

baseball, we have a stack of books to read, and we are each working on a couple 

of writing projects.  
 

We are working on who will be preach-

ing in our absence and will have that  

line-up to you soon. We are excited 

about our time away. Our springs have 

been filled to overflowing on a baseball 

diamond for the better part of eighteen 

years. We are grateful to get to be a 

part of the ending of this important part 

of our family’s life. Being a part of our 

sons’ lives simply #nevergetsold, so 

thank you for this gift of time. 

    

Capital Campaign News 
Whenever you see this logo and this tagline: 

“Renewing Community,”  
you will know that the information that follows will include 

updates about the progress of the sanctuary renovation project. 
These updates will be both building related along with  

financial updates.  

Both the Building Committee (Will Neeriemer, Chair) and the  
Capital Campaign Committee (Chris Woolley, Chair) are hard at 

work with all of the final details that go into any project this 
large. Exciting times are ahead and you will be hearing and 

seeing lots of progress very soon. 

Mondays and Thursdays 
Senior Adult Exercise 

9:00a 

Thursdays 
Campus Nurse  

10:00a 

Echerd Connection Group 

Thursdays at 10:30   

A Special “Thank You”  
To our church family for the love and 

support you extended to us during 
our time of sadness after the recent 
death of our son, Steve. The cards, 
the calls, the food, the love, and the 
many prayers have sustained us in 
our grief. Thank you for everything. 

— Frank and Lou Jean Johnson 

SAVE THE DATE! 
February 10, 2019 is a very important day for us 

to be together as Church Community. We will  
ordain and install new Deacons in worship. After 
worship, we will combine our Annual State of the 

Church meeting (originally slated for January 27) 

with a Capital Campaign Church-Wide Kick-Off  
to include lunch and a program that will give a 

full report of 2018 and prepare us for all that lies 
ahead in 2019.  

Many more details to come, but for now, be sure 
you have February 10 marked on your calendar to 

be at Church. It will be a wonderful  
day of celebration. 

Then (2009) 

Now (2019) 
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Our newest member is Karen 

Hedgepeth who spent her career 

as a teacher, her last appointment 

being at York Tech. Karen is also 

the mother of Brian, who has been 

active at Park Road several years 

now, along with his wife, Perrin, 

and their son, Harper.  
 

Welcome, Karen! 

Singing in the Choir?  

Have you ever wanted to sing, but scheduling conflicts 

won’t allow you to make a 

full time commitment? 

Consider singing for Lent 

and Easter.  All interested 

singers are welcome to 

come and sing! 
  

This Spring we will do a 

joint program/service with 

St. Luke’s Lutheran 

Church at St. Luke’s. We are working out details now—we 

will publicize when everything is  

finalized. 
 

I am also wanting to revitalize the Handbell Choir. All 

those ages 7th grade and older are welcome to come and 

ring!  For more information, please email 

monty@parkroadbaptist.org.   

Mission Offering for January 

Our mission offer-
ing for January will  
benefit Refugee  
Support Services.  
Every year, more 
than 600 refugees 
arrive in the great-
er Charlotte area. 
Refugee Support 
Services strives to 
come alongside 
the local refugee  
population and 
help build rela-
tionships with them in a family-to-family or individual-to-
individual  
setting so they can thrive in their new community.  
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either 
“Annual Ministry Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping 
with our initiative to “create a culture of generosity,” all 
loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for 
this month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, 
however, please designate this gift.  

Echerd Connection Group  
The Echerd Connection group originated in the 1980s 
as a Sunday School Class. It eventually took the name 
of Echerd Class in memory of Ed Echerd, a self-taught 
Biblical scholar, who was the teacher for many years. A 
few people in the current connection group were  
members of the original class.  
 

At this point in our lives, we have become a bunch of 
nomads – seemly always on the move. Many of our 
group travel frequently, some living away from Charlotte 
several weeks of the year, others living in active, vibrant 
retirement homes. We love PRBC and care for each  
other. The church and members of the group are  
important parts of our lives.  
 

So, we have found a way to stay connected with the 
church and each other. Currently, the Echerd  
Connection Group meets at the church the third  
Thursday of each month. Meeting time is 10:45;  
location is the conference room in the Community  
Center. Topics for study or discussion will evolve over 
the next few months. Some discussions will be led by 
class members, others by church staff or visiting  
speakers. Even if you are not a nomad, you will be  
welcomed by the group. 

Park Road's Podcast Has Changed! 

Park Road's sermon podcasts have a new address at 

iTunes now. You can find our sermons at https://

itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/park-road-sermons/

id1407772332?mt=2. If you wish to subscribe, there is a 

Subscribe button just below the Park Road icon. 

This link replaces an older iTunes link for Park Road that 

is no longer current. You can also listen to Park Road  

sermons on Stitcher. Click on the link to learn more ... 

and never miss another sermon. 
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