
Meditation 
Because the sense of wonder and the capacity to dream lets us have 

imagination and imagination is a future-oriented, a creative function that has 

the ability to take past knowledge and project it into the not yet. In short, to 

follow a star. We really don't know what it was like for the wise men when they 

arrived back home. We can only imagine. But their message at Epiphany is 

about going home another way ... about avoiding Herod. It is not about 

certainties given, but about journeying with joy and wonder in all creation. It is 

about dreaming of new futures; it is about following the star of Christ. "O, star 

of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; westward leading, still 

proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light." 

          — Reverend Harry H. Pritchett, Jr. 

 

Welcome   Russ Dean 

 

Chiming of the Hour 
 

Music for Preparation   
 Fiat Lux                       Théodore Dubois (1837-1924)  

     

*Processional Hymn  
 #160, Jesus, the Light of the World               ELDERKIN  

    

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Peggy McIntyre 

The magi came from many places, following a star. 

We come to worship, and the star sheds light on our lives. 

The magi brought gifts to offer the child. 

We, too, bring gifts – ourselves, our hope, our dreams. 

Shepherds and magi – the meek and the mighty – all were welcome in 

Bethlehem. 

We, too, come to worship – and then return to our homes rejoicing. 

     — Maren C. Tirabassi 

 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

 

Call to Confession  Joey Haynes 

   

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
From the cowardice that does not face new truth, 

From the laziness that is contented with half-truth, 

From the arrogance that thinks it knows all truth, 

Good Lord, deliver me. Amen. 

               — a prayer from Kenya, anonymous 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Congregational Response   

 This Little Light of Mine THIS LITTLE LIGHT 
 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

Children’s Time     Amy Jacks Dean 

 

Anthem      

 He Comes to Us           Jane Marshall (b. 1924)  
 

He comes to us as One unknown, without a name, as of old, by the lakeside 

He came to all those who knew Him not.  

He speaks to us, He speaks the same word: 

“Follow! Follow thou me!” and sets us to the tasks  

which He has to fulfill for our time. 

He commands. And to those who obey Him, whether they be wise or simple, 

He will reveal Himself in the toils, the conflicts, the sufferings which they 

shall pass through in His fellowship, and, as an ineffable mystery,  

they shall learn in their own experience who He is. 

O Morning Star, how fair and bright Thou beamest forth in truth and light!  

O Sovereign meek and lowly. 

O Root of Jesse, David’s Son, my Lord and Master, 

Thou hast won my heart to serve Thee solely! Thou art holy, 

Fair and glorious, all victorious, rich in blessing,  

rule and might o’er all possessing. 

                                                            — Albert Schweitzer, 

   from “The Quest of the Historical Jesus” 

 

Epiphany: Can I Get a Witness? 
 

Witness in Word  Matthew 2.1-12 Amy Jacks Dean 

     In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 

Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the 

child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 

rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, 

he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all 

the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 

the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for 

so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land 

of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you 

shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod 

secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 

“Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, 

bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 

     When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of 

them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over 

the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, 

they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the 

child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 

Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 

return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

  

Witness in Experience   Once You Get Educated,  Russ Dean 

             Nothing is Ever Easy Again 
 

Witness in Preaching         Taking the Detour  Amy Jacks Dean 

 

Prayer of Intercession  Dan McClintock 

 

Mission Offering  
Our mission offering for January will benefit Refugee Support Services.  

Every year, more than 600 refugees arrive in the greater Charlotte area. 

Refugee Support Services strives to come alongside the local refugee 

population and help build relationships with them in a family-to-family or 

individual-to-individual setting so they can thrive in their new community. 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  
 

Offertory  
 Prelude on Liebster Immanuel             Flor Peeters (1903-1986)  

 

*Doxology                               DIX 

As they offered gifts most rare 

at that cradle rude and bare; 

so may we with holy joy, 

pure, and free from sin’s alloy, 

all our costliest treasures bring, 

Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Dan McClintock 

 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  

*Hymn of Commitment  
 We Three Kings KINGS OF ORIENT 
 

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
 

Refrain: O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Glorious now behold him arise; Christ and God and sacrifice: 

Alleluia, alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies. (Refrain) 

 

Meditation of Commitment 

For some, Truth is a fortress, square and strong, in which, once entered, 

safety lies. Only like-minded people dwell there, none disturb the calm 

and certain sureties of belief . . . For others, Truth is both a journey and 

discovery, a Way which leads and urges without rest. No castle for 

retreat, but camps, where fellow pilgrims join to take refreshment in each 

other’s company. Assorted in experience, they enrich, enlighten, 

challenge, and go on to further exploration. Traveling light. Knowing that 

in this life all is provisional; seeking fulfillment, the end and explanation 

of the quest. 

          — Ann Lewin  

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Choral Response  

 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light           Kathleen Thomerson  

  (b. 1934)  

 

Postlude 
 In Thee is Gladness                 J. S. Bach (1685-1750)  

  

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  

About the image on the bulletin cover: The white road signifies the journey  

during the season of Epiphany. The background gradient transitions from  

purple to white to signify the transition from the season of Advent (purple) to 

the white and gold of Transfiguration Sunday - with the star being symbolic of 

transfiguration. The green background behind the road represents the period of 

time after Epiphany Sunday up until the day before Ash Wednesday and the 

beginning of Lent when the liturgical color will return to purple.  

      (Designed by Bruce Holliday) 

Can I get a witness? 

Deacon of the Week: Peggy McIntyre 

Peggy joined Park Road 18 years ago and has served in many leadership 

capacities including Administration Committee, Personnel Committee, Vision 

Team, and Capital Campaign teams. Peggy has also made many trips to Cuba 

to visit our partner church there. Peggy currently serves on the Building 

Committee and co-leads the Back Pack Snack Team. 

A Very Personal Epiphany 

During the season of Epiphany Russ and Amy will divide the sermon time each 

week. Russ will share a “personal epiphany,” a synopsis of each of the 9  

chapters of his forthcoming book Finding My Way Back Home, in which he 

charts his journey from Southern Baptist to Park Road Baptist, and Amy will 

share a homily based on the text for the day. The series will lead us all the way 

to Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent which is March 6th.  

The next few Sundays include: 
 

January 6 – Epiphany Sunday 

Testimony: A New Crisis: Once You Get Educated, Nothing is Ever Easy Again  

Homily: The “wise men” got educated… 
 

January 13 – 1st Sunday after the Epiphany 

Testimony: A New Discipline: A Walk of Joyful Struggle 

Homily: Baptism of Jesus – the beginning of his journey—joyful but not easy 
 

January 20 – 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany  

Testimony: A New Theology: God Always Does Everything God Can Do 

Homily: Jesus turns water into wine, but says to his mother, “Woman, what am 

I to do about this?” 
 

January 27 – 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 

Testimony: A New Future: Too Many Christians Aren’t Ready to Live 

Homily: What is Christianity about? Jesus says it’s about a Social Gospel…  

 


