
Thirty years ago it was the kind of reunion I think I dreamed of, though I’m not sure I could 

ever have really imagined what such a gathering would mean. 

Last weekend there were thirty of us. We came together for the fourth year in a row to 

celebrate one New Year and seven old friendships. Looking back on those days together, I 

realize what an amazing event that was and what an undeserved privilege (just one more in 

my life of undeserved privileges). We spent the better part of three days together in a lodge 

at Camp Rockmont for Boys in Black Mountain. The weather was beautiful; the food was 

spectacular; the laughter was so familiar it felt like it hadn’t stopped since we pawed our 

diplomas in Paladin Stadium and took separate roads – thirty years ago this June. 

We are seven families strong, representing four southern states. 

Five have graduate school degrees and all are in, or have 

completed, successful careers. Four of us are Baptist ministers; 

one is in the printing business; another teaches at a university, 

and the last was one of the directors and owners of Rockmont 

until he sold two years ago, breaking the ice of “retirement” 

for the rest of us. 

The seven husbands and fathers lived together, in various combinations of college dorm 

life, for three Furman University years. Two of us started dating our wives-to-be in high 

school, and a third couple met at Furman. All seven of us are married, still to our first 

wives, and we have at least 145 years of fidelity and family between us. 

We have seven strong families, each with two children. Between 10 and 22 years old, our 

kids are all in school, or finding their way in early careers. None had to get a weekend pass 

from jail to join Mama and Daddy at the college roommates’ New Year party. (And all 28 

were willing to join the group.) The progeny played together, shared stories together, made 

music together, laughed together. “Thunderball” and “murder in the dark” and that 30-

minute hike to the top of the world all provided time to share. It was fun to watch, and 

even more fun to be a part of, mixing the families and the generations. 

The Dean boys both brought girlfriends along, which was just a reminder that in the not-so-

distant future, all of our families will be expanding, and that will make this unusual 

gathering even more difficult, so we’re reveling in the two 100%-attendance reunions 

we’ve had in the last four years. 

I send these guys one dollar every year on August 16. (It’s one of those long, college 

roommate stories!) I send it to remind them of Amy’s and my wedding and our friendship – 

which is priceless. 

If you don’t have friends like these, finding some would be a good New Year’s resolution. 

Let me know if I need to loan you a dollar. 

 

 

Happy New Year! Thanks for your continued faithfulness.  

We finished the year with a $4,000 surplus! 

Friends 

like 

these . . . 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

January 6, 2016 

COMING UP 
 

Thursday, January 7 
7:00a Men’s Bible Study 

 

Sunday, January 10 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Group Meetings  

11:00a Worship  

5:00 Youth Activities 

 

Tuesday, January 12 
10:00a Needlers meet in 

Children’s Sunday School rooms 

 

Sunday, January 17 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Group Meetings  

11:00a Worship  

5:00 Youth Activities 

 

 

John, Missy and Piper Hedrick 

welcomed a baby boy to their 

family on Christmas Eve. 

 

Sympathy is extended to  
The family of Bobbie McDonald 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 
Mary Galloway 

3220 Spring Valley Road 

Charlotte, NC 28210 

704-554-5834 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

  1 Frances Freuler 

  2 Martha Kinney 

  3 John G. Franklin 

  4 Betty Blankenship 

  4 John Olender 

  6 Russ Dean 

  6 Sam Murrey 

  7 Bobby Curtis 

  9 Teresa Pasotto 

10 Amanda Wynn 

11 Liam Kinney 

12 Tyler Burgess 

13 Jim Bagwell 

13 Joseph Ferrante 

13 Ellen Weaver 

14 Max Carroll 

14 Nancy Howie 

14 Emily Neeriemer 

14 Carol Pelt 

15 Katie Owen 

15 Jean Veilleux 

16 Eric Little 

17 Claire Neeriemer 

17 Ken Thornburg 

18 Leslie Jacquin 

18 Bill McKeown  

19 Linda Hefner 

20 Caroline Owens 

21 John Paris 

21 Christopher Pasotto 

22 Nikki Smith Morgan 

24 Lindsay Launey 

24 Ellison Reynolds 

26 Evan Ewing 

27 Jackson Knight 

27 Bill Stewart  

27 Sarah Thornburg 

28 Eleanor Helms 

28 Noah Sellers 

29 Alan Eakes 

30 Anne Kinnaird  

30 Duncan Smyth 

Birthdays 
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Mission Opportunities at Park Road 

Our next Sedgefield Backpack Snack Packing 

event is Thursday, January 14 at 5:30 in Milford 

Chapel. Set up starts around 5, and there is 

plenty to do. Hope to see you there! Thank you 

for your help with this important mission. 

Room in the Inn continues through the winter months. We host 

our neighbors again on Saturday/Sunday January 23 and 24.  

The Room in the Inn program is a unique way for people of 

faith to become directly involved with people who are 

homeless. The simple goal is to keep homeless people from 

freezing on cold winter nights. A greater goal is to provide a 

more personal relationship to homeless people, at least for a 

night, and a deeper understanding of the depth and complexity 

of homelessness. 

Park Road’s deacons initiated our support of Urban Ministry’s 

RITI program several decades ago. This is a great opportunity 

for your family, Sunday School class, coworkers and neighbors 

to come together and help some of the homeless in our city. 

Each night of RITI our 

youth building is 

transformed into a 

home offering a warm 

bed, hot shower, 

laundry facilities and a 

good meal to 12 

guests. This requires a 

handful of volunteers 

each night... please 

find a place where you 

can plug in to support this ministry. Sign up to help at http://

www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944adaf2ba46-room1 

You may also contact Jimmy Neill, Dan McClintock or Crystal 

Smyth with any questions.  

FRIDAY FUN----PIZZA, POPCORN AND A MOVIE! 

It’s time for a Family Movie Night! The Intergenerational Team hopes you will join us 

for some Friday Fun on January 22 from 6-9p in the Community Center. 

Pizza, popcorn, drinks and sweets will be available beginning at 6p. The movie will start 

around 6:30p---McFarland USA (based on a true story). Tables will be set up around the 

perimeter but if you would like to bring a comfy outdoor chair or blankets, etc. to sit on 

the floor---feel free to do so. 

Please call the church office by noon on Thursday, January 21.to let us know you are 

coming. We hope to see you there----sitting back, relaxing and enjoying the show and 

the fellowship! 

Party On with Babylon; Save the date 

The Babylon Connection Group will be having a 

Drop-In at the home of Merrilee Fellows on 

Friday, February 5 from 6-8p. Everyone is 

invited. Come connect with us! 

Deacon of the Week: Gina Helt 

Gina Helt, a member at Park Road for 

18 years; is a wife, mother and 

pharmaceutical rep. Involved in many 

areas of church life, Gina has a passion 

for organizing intergenerational events. 

Sympathy is extended to Nancy Howie  

in the death of her brother, Dick Howie.  

Both Dick and Nancy grew up at Park Road. Dick felt the call 

to ministry and was ordained by Park Road many years ago. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944adaf2ba46-room1
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944adaf2ba46-room1

