
Meditation 
Throughout the Song [the woman] is independent, fully the equal of the 

man. Although at times he approaches her, more often she initiates their 

meetings. Her movements are bold and open: at night in the streets and 

squares of the city she seeks the one whom her [soul] loves. . . . Never is 

this woman called a wife, nor is she required to bear children. In fact, to 

the issues of marriage and procreation the Song does not speak. Love for 

the sake of love is its message.” 

          — Phyllis Trible, The Rhetoric of Sexuality 
 

Welcome   Amy Jacks Dean 
 

Music for Preparation   
 Liturgical Improvisation No. 1  George Oldroyd (1886-1951)  

     

Lighting of the Worship Candle Acolyte 
  

Chiming of the Hour 
  

*Processional Hymn  
 #21, God Reigns o’er All the Earth  TERRA BEATA  

 

*Litany of Worship (responsively)  John Moseley 

“Love is a many-splendored thing,” as the ancient Greeks knew. They 

spoke of “philos,” 

The love between friends. 

They knew of “eros,” 

The romance between lovers, 

And they believed in “agape,” 

Sacrificial love, unconditional love, God’s love – because they had seen 

it in Jesus. 

As people of faith, let us be students and stewards of the breadth and 

depth of love. 

ALL: “Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it.” 

     — from The Song of Solomon 8 
 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Call to Confession  Tim Moore 

  

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
O Christ of the Cross, like you we live with the consequences of 

choices that we cannot un-choose. You have given us an eternal gaze, 

but created us as bodies that live in one place at one time. Help us to 

trust you in these ever-changing bodies – these growing, maturing, 

sexual, hormonal, needy, aging, mortal bodies. Forgive us when we 

drink the self-pity of regret or idly sit in the wasted dreams of what 

might have been. We confess that at times we do not even know who 

we are. Enable us to believe that you know who we are and that in 

seeking you we may find ourselves. In the name of Jesus who came to 

be like us, we pray, Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

For now we see through a glass dimly, now we know only in part, even 

as we are fully known by God. And God’s love is patient and kind. It 

bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 

things. God’s love for you never ends.   

                                                      [adapted from I Corinthians 13] 

Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and loved. Amen. 

 

Congregational Response   

 Be Still My Soul    FINLANDIA  

Be still, my soul: for God is on your side;  

bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 

Leave to your God to order and provide;  

in every change God faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul: your best eternal friend  

through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

 

Children’s Time     Dan McClintock 

 

Scripture Lesson  Song of Solomon 3:1-4; Tim Moore 

                                          4:1-7; 8:1-3, 6-7 

Upon my bed at night I sought him whom my soul loves; I sought him, 

but found him not; I called him, but he gave no answer. I will rise now 

and go about the city, in the streets and in the squares; I will seek him 

whom my soul loves.’ I sought him, but found him not. The sentinels 

found me, as they went about in the city. ‘Have you seen him whom my 

soul loves?’ Scarcely had I passed them, when I found him whom my 

soul loves. I held him, and would not let him go until I brought him into 

my mother’s house, and into the chamber of her that conceived me. 
 

How beautiful you are, my love, how very beautiful! Your eyes are doves 

behind your veil. Your hair is like a flock of goats, moving down the 

slopes of Gilead. Your teeth are like a flock of shorn ewes that have come 

up from the washing, all of which bear twins, and not one among them is 

bereaved. Your lips are like a crimson thread, and your mouth is lovely. 

Your cheeks are like halves of a pomegranate behind your veil. Your neck 

is like the tower of David, built in courses; on it hang a thousand 

bucklers, all of them shields of warriors. Your two breasts are like two 

fawns, twins of a gazelle, that feed among the lilies. Until the day 

breathes and the shadows flee, I will hasten to the mountain of myrrh 

and the hill of frankincense. You are altogether beautiful, my love; there 

is no flaw in you. 
 

O that you were like a brother to me, who nursed at my mother’s breast! 

If I met you outside, I would kiss you, and no one would despise me.  

I would lead you and bring you into the house of my mother, and into the 

chamber of the one who bore me. I would give you spiced wine to drink, 

the juice of my pomegranates. O that his left hand were under my head, 

and that his right hand embraced me!  
 

Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm; for love is 

strong as death, passion fierce as the grave. Its flashes are flashes of 

fire, a raging flame. Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods 

drown it. If one offered for love all the wealth of one’s house, it would be 

utterly scorned.  
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

 

Anthem      

 Sing for Joy      Henry Purcell (1659-1695) 
 

Sing for joy, all earth sing for joy. Praise the Lord; bless God’s name; 

Come before God with a song;  

for He is God, and we are His, the sheep of God’s own flock. 

Go with songs, and enter God’s courts.  

Go with thanksgiving, O come with a song. 

Praise the Lord; bless God’s name; come before God with a song;  

for He is God aAnd we are His, the sheep of God’s own flock. 

The Lord is good, God’s love and truth endure for evermore. 

      — Psalm 100:1-3 

 

Sermon Sexual Freedom  Tim Moore 

 

Prayer of Intercession  Dan McClintock 

 

Mission Offering  
Our monthly offering for July will go to Charlotte Rescue Mission’s Rebound 

Program. Rebound provides free Christian residential drug and recovery 

services for men who would not otherwise be able to afford such services. The 

program provides food, clothing and shelter for a minimum 120-day stay and 

is modeled after the 12-Step Alcoholics Anonymous curriculum. This intensive 

program boasts success rates that are twice the national average. 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  
 

Offertory  
 Prelude No. 2  Ernest Bloch (1880-1959)  

 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  

*Doxology                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Dan McClintock 

 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 #388, Help Us Accept Each Other AURELIA 

 

Meditation of Commitment 

It may be that when we no longer know what to do, we have come to our 

real work, and that when we no longer know which way to go, we have 

begun our real journey. The mind that is not baffled is not employed. The 

impeded stream is the one that sings. 

          — Wendell Berry, Standing by Words 

Benediction  Dan McClintock 

Choral Response  

 Go In Peace  Barber Walters/Kenneth White (b. 20th c.)  

 

Postlude 
 Carillon Sortie  Henri Mulet (1878-1967)  

  

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 

 
†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).   

“Sensual Romance,” Thierry Vobmann 

Church Office Closed 

The church office will be closed on Wednesday, July 4, 

in observation of Independence Day.  
 

There will be no newsletter for the week of the 4th. 

2018 Summer Worship 
Worship, Sanctuary: 10:00a 

“Talk Back,” Community Center: 11:00-11;30a 

 

July 8 – Russ Dean. Is God at work in everything? 

(Romans 8.28) 

July 15 – Amy Jacks Dean. Women in the Bible 

July 22 – Joey: What is the Emerging Church? 

July 29 – Dan McClintock. How to make a difference! 

What does it mean to be a servant of God and to others? 

August 5 – Amy Jacks Dean. Is Jesus the Only Way? 

August 12 – Russ Dean. Whatever you ask in prayer you will receive. 

Really? (Matthew 21.22) 

August 19 – Amy Jacks Dean – Noah’s Ark and Other Floods in Our Lives 

We welcome Dr. Tim Moore to Park Road’s pulpit today. Tim is the  

Writer-in-Residence and former pastor of Sardis Baptist Church in Charlotte. His 

first book, Practicing Midrash: Reading the Bible’s Arguments as an Invitation to 

Conversation, will be published this fall by Wipf & Stock. Tim also writes a  

monthly column, Practicing Congregation, in the Alliance of Baptists’ newsletter 

and is a contributing writer for Reflections, Smyth & Helwys’s devotional guide. 

He and his wife, Magay Shepard, are proud parents of college sophomore triplets: 

Michael attends UNC, Hannah Emory in Atlanta, and Abby American in DC. 

Deacon of the Week: John Moseley 

John Moseley spent his career in education and is spending his retirement 

years traveling the globe! He and Netta have been active at Park Road for 

many years, both serving in leadership capacities. In addition to serving on our  

Diaconate, John is a member of the Personnel Committee.  


