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COMING UP 
 

July 10-13 
Camp Prism for 3rd-5th graders 

Flat Rock, NC 
 

Wednesday, July 18 
Children’s Pool Party at the Deans’ 

3:00-5:00p 
 

Friday, July 20 
Fun Food Friday 

Whitewater Center 
 

Youth Pool Party at the Deans’ 
5:00-8:00p 

 
July 23-28 

Unidiversity Youth Camp 
University of TN 

 
Friends at Home 

Marjorie Walker 

19 Kaylor Dr. 

Arden, N.C. 28704 

828-684-7782 

 

Recovering from Recent Surgery 

Ellen Weaver 

Sue Helt 

Judy Owen 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

Our recent 60-mile pilgrimage from Edinburgh to St. Andrews, Scotland was  
another deeply significant journey for us, physically and spiritually. We’re  
grateful for the interest so many of your expressed by “walking” with us through 
Amy’s daily prayer guide. Putting your faith where your feet are (or your feet 
where your faith is?), again proved meaningful. 
 

The route might have been more beautiful than El Camino de Santiago, but one 
disappointment was that no churches 
were open along the way. Every Spanish 
chapel or cathedral was open for  
pilgrims, but many of the Scottish 
churches were, well… no longer even 
churches. Many had been converted to 
government offices, museums, cafes, 
and two beautiful churches on our path 
were in ruins. 
 

In Spain we walked with an English  
couple with whom we’ve remained in 
touch. When we landed, Tony and Kate 
were there to meet us, having flown 
from Manchester to share the first 12 miles of the Way of St. Margaret. These 

friends are well-educated and share our  
convictions for justice, generosity, and good 
will, but years ago they gave up on the 
Church in which they were raised. After  
saying our goodbyes we stayed in touch for 
the rest of our pilgrimage, and in one email 
Kate sent her prayers. (“If God hears secular 
prayers!” LOL!) 
 

Before we parted I had taken the opportunity 
to ask a daring question. “No preacherly 
pressure or guilt intended,” I said, “But I 

need to ask about the English Church. Many 
people feel the US is going the way of  
European secularism, and the US Church 
may also become a casualty. So, I need to 
know what is missing from England without 
the influence of the Church. Is anything  
missing?” I braced myself, honestly expecting 
ambivalence or even antipathy toward the 
institution… 
 

Instead, Kate responded in fortissimo: “Yes! 
The family…” This retired teacher talked 
about the concerns she has for the family 
structure, for parenting, for English children 
who are no longer being formed by the 
Church. And Tony, a retired attorney,  
bemoaned the loss of “codes.” We talked 
about ethical codes, codes of conduct, the loss of cultural decency, dignity,  
decorum, the failings in moral conduct he also connects to the loss of Church. 
 

St. Andrews cathedral was once the most significant church in Scotland, but it is 
also in ruins and stands in the midst of its own cemetery, eerily appearing as the 
largest of the headstones in that manicured graveyard. Standing within the two 

roofless, floorless, windowless “tombs” of a 
church we had passed along the way, we had 
offered our mid-day prayers, speaking your 
names as we prayed our way through our vibrant 
congregation. And, standing there singing  
simple sacred harmonies, we were disquieted. 
How did one of the centers of European  
Christianity, and Europe itself, the heart of the 
Western church, lose its faith? Will we? 
 

Before the Church in American becomes  
another beautiful gravestone maybe we’ll be 
able to look forward to remember what we’ll 
miss if it does. 
 

See you Sunday? 
 

Financial News 
Stock Donations 

We received a generous donation 
today in the form of a transfer of 
Fortinet stock. Unfortunately, as 

is always the case, these  
transfers do not indicate whom 
the donor is. Thank you for this 

donation, and as a general  
reminder, if you make a  

donation of stock, please call 
the church office or email  

allison@parkroadbaptist.org so 
we can give proper credit for the 

donation. 
 

Annual Ministry Plan 
When our 2nd quarter financials 
are complete, we will provide a 

more detailed report of where we 
stand. A brief update: we are 
underspent in expenses and a 
bit behind in receiving pledges 
as had been promised. As you 

travel this summer and as 
schedules are a bit more hectic, 

please do not forget to give  
financially to the Church. 

Though attendance numbers are 
always lower in the summer, 
some of our more expensive 
months are precisely during 
these months. Thank you for 
always being found faithful. 
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Here is our preaching schedule for the rest of the summer: 

July 15 – Amy Jacks Dean 

Women in the Bible 

July 22 – Joey Haynes 

What Is the Emerging Church? 

July 29 – Dan McClintock 

How to Make a Difference! What Does It Mean to Be a  

Servant of God and to Others? 

August 5 – Amy Jacks Dean 

Is Jesus the Only Way? 

August 12 – Russ Dean 

Whatever You Ask in Prayer, You Will Receive. Really? 

(Matthew 21.22) 

August 19 – Amy Jacks Dean 

Noah’s Ark and Other Floods in Our Lives  

 

Worship: 10:00a, Sanctuary 

Talkback:11:00a, Adults (Community Center)  

Youth (Youth Building) 
Children’s Sunday School (Children’s Building) 

Youth Mission Trip to Pittsburgh 
It was another great trip for our youth. They worked hard 
and played hard as they served alongside youth from other 
parts of the country working together in ministry and  
mission. And, as always, they grew in their faith and their 
commitment to serving God. What more could we want for 
our young people? A special thanks goes to our  
chaperones: Karen Burgess, Madison Porter, Crystal 
Smyth, Tom Polaski and Joey Haynes. Their collective 
smiles say it all! 
 

Al Wilson Community 

Garden Update 
To date we have  
delivered over 80 pounds 
of produce to Loaves and 
Fishes.  
 

Special thanks to our summer waterers: Holly Owens,  
Harper Fox, Janelle Travis, Jimmy Niell, Johnny Doyle, 
Alan Eakes, and our Burmese friends. 

This Is What A Blessing Looks Like 
On Sunday, June 24, Park Road offered a Blessing on our 
Minister of Youth and his fiancé as they prepared for their 
July 3 wedding in Scotland. Congratulations to Liza and 
Joey Haynes! 
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