
Meditation 
Overwhelmingly when a woman (or girl) appears in the biblical text, this 

rarity heralds an upcoming event as important. Narrators may 

intentionally use a woman’s or girl’s entrance into the text to raise, as it 

were, a red flag that announces the significance of this part of the story. 

          — Robin Gallaher Branch 
 

Welcome   Amy Jacks Dean 
 

Music for Preparation   
 Sicilienne  Maria Theresia von Paradis (1759-1824)  

 Emily Chatham, violin 
     

Chiming of the Hour 
  

*Processional Hymn  
 Womb of Life, and Source of Being  IN BABILONE 

Womb of life, and source of being, home of ev’ry restless heart, 

in your arms the worlds awakened; you have loved us from the start. 

We, your children, gather ‘round you, at the table you prepare. 

Sharing stories, tears, and laughter, we are nurtured by your care. 
 

Brooding Spirit, move among us; be our partner, be our friend. 

When our mem’ry fails, remind us whose we are, what we intend. 

Labor with us, aid the birthing of the new world yet to be, 

free of servant, lord, and master, free for love and unity. 
 

Mother, Brother, holy Partner; Father, Spirit, Only Son: 

we would praise your name forever, one-in-three, and three-in-one. 

We would share your life, your passion, share your word of world made new, 

ever singing, ever praising, one with all, and one with you. 
 

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Laura Baxley 

Dear God, creator of women in your own image, 

revealed in Jesus, born of a woman in the midst of a world half women, 

carried by women to mission fields around the globe,  

made known by women to all the children of the earth, 

give to the women of our time 

the strength to persevere and the courage to speak out, 

the faith to believe in you beyond 

all systems and institutions 

so that your face on earth may be seen in all its beauty, 

so that men and women become whole, 

so that the church may be converted to your will 

in everything and in all ways. 

     — Joan Chittister 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession  Madison Porter 

 

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession (responsively)   
Maternal God 

you conceive us 

give birth to us 

nurse us 

smile at us every day 

protect us 

feed us 

give us words to say 

show us how to walk 

cheer for us in our successes 

wipe our tears when we fail 

encourage us 

dream big for us 

and love us for who we are. 
 

Thank you that you 

do not give up on us 

when we 

don’t call home 

forget to visit 

disappoint you 

neglect what you’ve done for us 

and think we did it by ourselves. 
 

Open our eyes 

to see those 

who need the embrace 

of your mothering love 

who need 

someone to be their champion, 

someone to always give 

the cup of cold water 

and a second mile. 
 

Help us this week 

to take your love to heart 

and embody it 

like Jesus 

deeply and tenderly. 

Amen. 

     — Carol Penner 
 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Congregational Response   

 Just as I Am  WOODWORTH  

Just as I am, thy love unknown has broken every barrier down; 

Now to be thine, yea, thine alone, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Children’s Time     Amy Jacks Dean 

 

Scripture Lesson  Ruth 1.1-18 Ann Marie Burke 

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a 

certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, 

he and his wife and two sons. The name of the man was Elimelech and 

the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon 

and Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went 

into the country of Moab and remained there. But Elimelech, the 

husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. These took 

Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the 

other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years, both Mahlon and 

Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and 

her husband. 
 

Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of 

Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab that the Lord had 

considered his people and given them food. So she set out from the 

place where she had been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, and 

they went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. But Naomi said 

to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back each of you to your mother’s 

house. May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the 

dead and with me. The Lord grant that you may find security, each of 

you in the house of your husband.” Then she kissed them, and they wept 

aloud. They said to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.” But 

Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with me? Do I 

still have sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? Turn 

back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. 

Even if I thought there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband 

tonight and bear sons, would you then wait until they were grown? Would 

you then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more 

bitter for me than for you, because the hand of the Lord has turned 

against me.” Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-

law, but Ruth clung to her. So she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone 

back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” 
 

But Ruth said, “Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from 

following you! Where you go, I will go; Where you lodge, I will lodge; your 

people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die, I will 

die— there will I be buried. May the Lord do thus and so to me, and 

more as well, if even death parts me from you!” When Naomi saw that 

she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her.  
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

  

 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  

Anthem      

 A Psalm of Worship                Jean Pasquet (1896-1977)  
 

I will praise Thee, O Lord, my God, with all my heart: 

I will glorify Thy name forevermore. For great is Thy mercy toward me. 

Lord, Thou has been our dwelling place in all generations. 

Before the mountains were brought forth or ever Thou hadst formed the earth 

From everlasting to everlasting Thou art God. 

      — Psalms 86, 90 

 

Sermon   Hail Mary, Full of Grace  Amy Jacks Dean 

 

Prayer of Intercession  Beverly Doyle 

 

Mission Offering  
Our monthly offering for July will go to Charlotte Rescue Mission’s Rebound 

Program. Rebound provides free Christian residential drug and recovery 

services for men who would not otherwise be able to afford such services. The 

program provides food, clothing and shelter for a minimum 120-day stay and is 

modeled after the 12-Step Alcoholics Anonymous curriculum. This intensive 

program boasts success rates that are twice the national average. 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  

 

Offertory  
 Ave Maria       Franz Schubert (1797-1828)  

 Emily Chatham, violin 

 

*Doxology                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Amy Jacks Dean 

 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 God of the Women  SLANE  
 

God of the women who answered your call,  

trusting your promises, giving their all, 

Women like Sarah and Hannah and Ruth —  

give us their courage to live in your truth. 

God of the women who walked Jesus' Way,  

giving their resources, learning to pray, 

Mary, Joanna, Susanna, and more —  

may we give freely as they did before. 
 

O God of Phoebe and ministers all,  

may we be joyful in answering your call. 

Give us the strength of your Spirit so near 

                            that we may share in your ministry here.  

  — Carolyn Winfrey Gillette © 1998 
 

Meditation of Commitment 

May holy wisdom, kind to humanity, steadfast, sure and free, the breath of 

the power of God; may she who makes all things new, in every age, enter our 

souls, and make us friends of God, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

          — Janet Morley, 20th century British churchwoman  

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Choral Response  

 Go In Peace  Kenneth White/Barber Walters (b. 20th c.)  
 

Postlude 
 Venus Toccata  Carol Williams (b. 20th c.)  
  

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally ani-

mated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a continual 

“now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that follows worship, 

“now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that Word truly become 

“living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  


