
It was hotter than hot. And I was tireder than tired. But another great week of 

Unidiversity Youth Camp is in the books. My very first experience with this camp was 

19 years ago. With my 8 month old in tow, I went to be the camp preacher for the 

week. My then high school niece went with me to help keep the baby while I was 

preaching and leading a seminar on Women in Ministry. I was so nervous. A couple 

hundred teenagers sitting in the auditorium waiting to hear a word that might change 

their lives or at least tweak them. That’s a bit of an overwhelming task. But I fell in love 

with a new and different and highly creative way to 

communicate. No manuscript. No pulpit. Just focus on the 

theme and imagine what’s going on in the lives of teenagers 

and speak Truth in Love.  

Since then I have preached at Unidiversity at least four 

more years, plus several other youth camps along the way in 

NC, SC and AL. Somehow, though, I have been drawn back 

not just when asked to preach. It’s now my annual 

chaperoning gig. Every year, I think, is the best one yet. One of our recent graduates 

summed it up best when he said, “Unidiversity is like the very best things of every week 

packed into every single day. You know you learn stuff in school, then play sports or 

something and then hang out with friends and go to church. And normally that all 

happens within a week. But at camp, all of that happens every single day!”  

Well, no wonder we were tireder than tired! But what a great tired it was. Lots of 

singing and laughing, lots of hugs, Bible study and seminars (Joey led two seminars – 

1) Enoing with C.S. Lewis where you lie in one of those really cool Eno camping 

hammocks and read C.S. Lewis, and, 2) Islamophobia as he worked to put fears to rest 

explaining that Islam is a religion of Peace. He even skyped with a Muslim friend of 

his, and the students were allowed to ask any questions. Laura led a seminar using 

mixed media to allow for creative and artistic juices to flow and presenting the process 

as meditation and prayer. There were also electives like soccer and flag football and 

tennis and basketball and tie-dye and songwriting and on and on, plenty of free time for 

hanging out with friends, an afternoon of tubing down a lazy river and worship each 

night. Then each evening is capped off with 400+ of our closest friends playing crazy 

games and dancing followed by individual church group devotions. For five straight 

days, this is our schedule.  

Hotter than hot and tireder than tired and way too many hills on the campus of the 

University of Tennessee, but I wouldn’t miss this week for anything. It is a chance to 

get away, to refocus our lives a bit and to share our lives together with plenty of 

laughter and tears. I am grateful for Joey who leads with care and compassion and 

creativity and charisma. I’m grateful to Laura and Rich Dower who have now 

given seven summers to this camp. And I am grateful that they let me come  

even when I’m not preaching.  

“Unidiversity is  

like the very best 

things . . . ” 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul  
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Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

COMING UP 
 

Sunday, July 31 

9:45a Connection Groups: 

Sharing Our Story Russ Dean 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Youth Activities 

 

Tuesday, August 2 
10:00a Coffee & Kibitz  

 

Thursday, August 4 
7:00a Men’s Bible Study 

 

Sunday, August 7 

9:45a Connection Groups: 

Sharing Our Story Mallory Brown 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Youth Activities 

 

Tuesday, August 9 
10:00a Needlers meet in 

Echerd Classroom  

 

Sympathy is Extended to 
The family of Jack Cox who died 

Monday, July 25 

Jimmy Niell in the recent death 

of his father 

Allen Laymon in the recent death 

of his older brother Bill 

 

Remember in Prayer 
Martha Clinard 

CMC Mercy 

Betty Blankenship 

Sharon Towers Rehab 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 
Jim Russell has moved to -  

Charlotte Square 

5820 Carmel Road #21 

Charlotte, NC 28226 
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Sunday, July 31 

9:45a Russ Dean:  

Telling Our Story 

11:00 The Words of 

Our Mouths: “Well-Done, 

Good and Faithful Servant” 

Thank you for the love and kindness 

you’ve shown me these last few months. 

The cards, visits and phone calls are 

greatly appreciated,  

and I send my love to all of you. 

Thelma Koernert  

Volunteer and Contribute! 

Park Road will serve as hosts for Charlotte Family Housing 

July 31-August 4. Volunteers are needed to prepare meals and 

to serve as overnight hosts. Volunteer here: http://

www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944adaf2ba46-family  

We are also collecting items for the 

teacher appreciation bags being 

created by our Needler’s connection 

group. Will you help by donating items 

for a teacher? Suggestions include 

toiletries, snacks, note pads, pens, 

etc. Let’s show the teachers how much 

we appreciate them and their 

dedication to the students at 

Sedgefield!  

Boxes will be placed in the Narthex and in the Community 

Center for the next several Sundays to receive your donations. 

At PRBCDC we recognize staff members each 

month for the love, patience and guidance they 

share with our children each day. For July, we 

would like to say thanks to L-R: Chrystie Hurley 

(7 years with CDC) Heather Brewer-Jones (7 yrs.), 

Heather Gaskins (8 yrs., Tammy Watkins (11 yrs.) 

and Asgari Khanam (in front, 10 yrs.). Thank you! 

Deacon of the Week: Linda Hefner 

Linda Hefner has been a life-long member at Park Road. She 

has held practically every leadership role at the church over the 

course of her life, but one thing defines Linda – the love and 

care she gives in times when pastoral care is needed: at times 

of bereavement and of celebration and in mission and ministry 

from Cuba to Sedgefield Elementary School. Linda is married 

to Bill, and they have one son, Rob, who is in graduate school 

at Appalachian State. 
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