
I’m frightened by our world. 

Fear is not ruling my emotions. The fear-mongers have not won the day, but there 

does seem to be an anger and a divisiveness across the nation that exceeds the 

partisanship and sectarianism I have known. Maybe a candidate named Trump isn’t 

responsible for the discord. Maybe all the ugly rallying and fighting at his campaign 

events are symptom of the disease, not the disease itself, and that’s an even more 

frightening proposition! 

I know bitter, unseemly politics is not new to the 

American theatre. In 1804 the Vice President of the US 

shot and killed the former Secretary of the Treasury in a 

duel! I have read speeches from bygone days, and 

ugliness and name-calling and mud-slinging are hardly 

inventions of the 24/7 media cycle! 

One difference, however, is that, with that non-stop 

barrage of news, we can never escape it. I don’t know if 

you feel it, too, but it just wearies my soul. The tone is 

raging and rancorous and raw, and it’s just too much. The famous 20th Swiss reform 

theologian, Karl Barth, once said that pastors should prepare their sermons with the 

Bible in one hand and the daily news in the other… I’ve always tried to live by his 

admonition, but my weariness with the weight of the news these days is challenging 

that practice! 

There is no honor in our dialogue these days. I wrote about it in my last church blog 

post. Honor. It’s a good word. We need to understand what it means and reclaim it. 

Our world needs some honor. 

I wrote: “Honor distinguished the character of the one offering it, and offered dignity 

to the one receiving it. Honor does not suggest an equivalence of the values, the 

choices, the commitments of the one giving and the one receiving but is a discipline 

based on the very most basic right of individual freedom. It is saying: you have the 

right to be you, and I will honor that. To offer honor is a high calling that we have 

almost completely lost in our unforgiving, angry and divided culture.” 

A long time Park Roadian reminded me that she learned in this church as a child that 

we should: 

Treat people based on who YOU ARE, not on who they are. 

Simple enough. That’s honor. My words, my deeds, my anger (or my use of that anger) 

make clear the character at the heart of who I am. I don’t have to like you, agree with 

you, support you, condone your beliefs in any way. People will disagree — sometimes 

vehemently. But if I am a person of character, my character will show in the way I 

treat the other – my honor is at stake in the way I conduct my agreements and my 

disagreements. 

It’s a simple rule that would change the world, and I commend it to presidential 

candidates and to friends of every religious and political and cultural stripe: 

Treat people based on who YOU ARE, not on who they are. 

Honor.  

We need to  

understand what it 

means and reclaim it. 
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COMING UP 
 

Sunday, June 26 

9:45a Connection Groups: 

Sharing Our Story, Monty Bennett 

11:00a Worship 

6-8p Communications 

Ministry Area Summit 

 

Vacation Bible School  

Next Week! June 27-30 

 

Sunday, July 3 

9:45a Connection Groups: 

Sharing Our Story, Dan McClintock 

11:00a Worship 

5:00 Youth Activities 

 

Remember in Prayer 
Mary McGowan 

Sharon Towers Rehab 

Marvin Fisher  

in the death of her sister, Faye 

Youth Mission Trip to Atlanta 

This week, through June 24  

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Lexa Taylor 

1200 Carlus Drive, Apt. 535 

Raleigh, NC  27609-4770 

919-334-2513 

 

Dates to Remember 

Camp Prism July 12-15 

Unidiversity July 18-23  

Charlotte Family Housing Week 

July 31 – August 4 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

Vacation Bible School 

Next Week! 

June 27-30 

Volunteers Needed! 

Deacon of the Week: Chris Gabriel 

Chris and Lorie Gabriel have been members of 

Park Road for more than a decade and bring loads of 

creativity to our congregation. Chris is a sculptor by trade 

and created the beautiful hawk sculpture just outside 

our Community Center. He is also a consistent anchor in 

our tenor section. He brings his soft-spoken but 

compassionate way to our Diaconate, and we welcome 

that voice. And after many years of marriage, he and 

Lorie are expecting their first baby! 
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Sunday, June 26 

9:45a Monty Bennett:  

Telling Our Story 

11:00 The Words of Our 

Mouths: “You Are Forgiven” 

July 10 Called Conference 

The following two issues will be discussed:  

Landscape Master Plan – Within their purview to maintain the 

buildings and grounds, the Administration Committee has hired 

a professional landscape architect to develop a master plan for 

our campus. The plan divides the campus into a dozen areas 

and creates a design for each of these areas, using plantings 

and hardscape features (benches, stones, etc…). The plan 

includes recommendations for the maintenance or removal of 

current plants in these areas. Utilizing this plan, the committee 

will work over the next decade to complete the campus design 

using either budgeted funds or memorial gifts. The design will 

be presented to the church for information and feedback. 

 

Purchase of a Mini-Bus – The bus owned by the Child 

Development Center is heavily used and in need of 

replacement. A conversation has been ongoing between our 

Administration and CDC Committees, considering the purchase 

of two 15-passenger mini-buses. The church and CDC would 

each purchase one bus, which could be driven by any licensed 

driver, 25 years and older (a Commercial Driver’s License is not 

required). The CDC would use both buses on a daily basis, 

though both buses would be available for church use with prior 

approval. The CDC has the funds to purchase a bus. Rather 

than securing a conventional loan for the church’s purchase, 

the Investments Committee has approved the sale of equities 

from our “Ruth’s Mission Fund.” Based on recent van rental 

usage, we estimate that the loan would be paid back, at 5% 

interest, over the next 6 to 8 years. A usage guideline has been 

created and a schedule for payments has been estimated. 

While a cost will still be incurred for the use of the buses until 

they are paid in full, the cost would be less than current rental 

cost, and use of the bus(es) would be much more convenient. 

Allocation of investment funds is within Ministry Council’s 

discretion, and all anticipated costs will be covered by non-

budget trip/usage fees, so no official church vote is required. 

This item will also be presented for information and feedback. 

From Maricela: Hello to all! I hope you are all doing fine. Here I 

share to you some pictures of the graduation yesterday. Thanks 

to the Lord he accompanied me to finish with this period of my 

studies. I thank all of you for your prayers. You have all been 

angels of God in my life.  

A greeting to the whole Church, and my greatest thankfulness.  

God bless you all 

Maricela 

PS: You can write me to the e-mail address 

douglas@carpusmail.com for now. 

Many years ago I had the 

privilege, on one of my trips 

to Cuba, of baptizing a young 

teenage girl in the lake in the 

middle-of-nowhere, Cuba. 

Even then, Maricela stood out 

as a leader with deep faith. 

All these years later, she has 

matured into a strong woman 

of deep faith. She recently 

graduated from the seminary 

while maintaining a 

leadership role with 

Resurrection Baptist Church. 

I look forward to watching 

how Maricela will continue to 

bring the Good News to Cuba! 

 - Amy 

 

 

 

 

A tractor-load of 

fun . . . Russ, 

Liam Baldwin and 

Grant Gaskins, 

from our CDC 

delight in a ride 

around the campus. 
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