
Meditation 
The early church and the contemporary one know that we do not come to faith 

alone. We learn from others and we pass on what we know to the next 

generation. Education has always been an important component of the 

Christian faith, and the best education does not happen in isolation, but that 

can be hard for us to accept, for we are a people who value our independence 

and our individualism. Our whole lives long, we want to do it ourselves. When 

we are children, we pull away from our parents and let them know in no 

uncertain terms, "I can do it!" . . . But faith is a team sport. We are much 

better at it when we pull together, when we learn from one another, when we 

interact with each other, when we reach out to others and experience their 

reaching out to us. In fact, most Christians will tell you, you can't be a 

Christian alone. It is simply impossible, for relationships are the basis of 

Christianity, our relationship to God and God's relationship to us, our 

relationships with one another.  

        — Stephanie Weiner 

 

Welcome   Russ Dean 

 

Procession of Graduates   
 Cortege Academique      Ernest MacMillan (1893-1973)  

     

Lighting of the Worship Candle Acolyte 

  

Chiming of the Hour 
  

*Hymn of Praise  
 #350, Now in the Days of Youth  DIADEMATA 

    

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Crystal Smyth 

Deep inside us all—old and young alike— 

There is a place of faith, 

A place of trust and hope and love, 

Without which there can be no peace. 

Jesus said, “Let the children come unto me, and do not hinder them, 

For to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 

Hear, then O people of God: approach this hour as children of the 

Almighty, 

With innocence of heart and unlimited hope, 

With a trust that makes you vulnerable, 

And with love that is easy and quick. 
     — Roger D. Straw 

 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession  Dan McClintock 

   

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
God of justice, we thank you for Jesus Christ, who calls men, women, 

youth, and children into new ways of sharing life together. May we 

receive these new ways with joy, no longer seeking to possess or 

control any human being. May we commit ourselves to one another in 

a unity of mutual respect and care. May your life be seen in our 

relationships. May we cherish one another in the same way you 

cherish each one of us. Amen. 

     — Ruth C. Duck, adapted 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Congregational Response   

 God, We Thank You for Our People HOLY MANNA 

Thank you, God, for gentle pleasure: lessons learned and secrets told, 

Hopes and memories saved as treasure, passed to young ones by the old.  

Faithful Rock of generations, you whom parents’ parents praised: 

Here in hope as we remember may our song to you be raised. 

 

Children’s Time     Russ Dean 

 

Scripture Lesson  Acts 8.26-31 Russ Dean 

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the 

south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a 

wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 

eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 

charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and 

was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 

Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ 

So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He 

asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can 

I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit 

beside him. 
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

  

 

 

Solo      

 O Rest In the Lord      Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)  

 Allie Blum, soprano 
 

O rest in the Lord, wait patiently for Him,  

and He shall give thee thy hearts desires. 

Commit thy way to Him, and trust in Him,  

and fret not thyself because of evil doers. 

O rest in the Lord, and wait, wait patiently for Him. 

                              — Psalm 37  

   

Sermon   A Guided Tour of an Abundant Life  Amy Jacks Dean 

 

Prayer of Intercession  Joey Haynes 

 

Mission Offering  
Baptist News Global is a source of online information for progressive Baptists. 

Providing opinions, curated content and news that is relevant to 

Baptist Christians, BNG is a trusted source for concerned Baptists.  

Russ Dean has been a contributing writer for the last three years. 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  
 

Offertory  
 Andante (Sonata I)      Felix Borowski (1872-1956)  

 

*Doxology                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Dan McClintock 

 

Recognition of Graduates  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Brooks Baxley, Grayson Boatwright, Tyler Burgess,  

T. C. Counts, Zoe Vigilant 

 

Prayer for Discernment  Joey Haynes and Graduates 

Loving God, We pray for the wisdom to discern your call in our lives.  

Hear our prayer, O God.  

We pray for the wisdom to make healthy choices in the face of endless and 

confusing options.  

Hear our prayer, O God.  

We pray for the grace to redefine our relationships with our parents and 

our friends as our lives change. 

Hear our prayer, O God.  

We pray for the grace to form new relationships with new friends as we 

move forward from this place. 

Hear our prayer, O God.  

We pray for the courage to swim against the current of society as we seek 

to follow where you lead us. 

Hear our prayer, O God.  

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  

We pray for the courage to take a stand with you for justice and peace 

in this world in this time.  

Hear our prayer, O God. Amen. 

     — Katherine Hawker 

 

Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 #82, Go, My Children, with My Blessing AR HYD Y NOS 

 

Meditation of Commitment 

How unexpected and yet utterly characteristic that God should choose 

to build a household not only in the distant splendor of heavenly 

realms but also in our neighborhood, in the ebb and flow of daily life. 

When we can see the ordinary affairs of our lives as doorways through 

which God approaches us, we too will pass our days like the saints in 

heaven. 

          — John S. Mogabgab 

 

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Postlude 
 Marche Heroique      Herbert Brewer (1865-1928)     

  

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 

 
†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  

A Graduation Prayer 
 

Source of every human hope, 
whose love and care have touched us all,  
we gather here to seek fulfillment 
none of us can find alone. 
Open us to the deeper meanings of this moment 
which is both wistful and a time of joy, 
which honors our past while advancing us  
on an uncertain path. 
On this day of endings and beginnings 
we applaud the transmission of wisdom  
from one generation to the next, 
yet are awed by all that remains unknown. 
Encourage us always to dwell among those  
     who savor beauty, 
     practice truth, 
     advance community, 
     respond in compassion, 
     are animated by wisdom not their own, 
     empowered by a Spirit they do not possess, 
     awed by mystery which defies comprehension, 
     and wonder which claims our adoration. 
    — Edwin E. Beers 

A reception will be held in the Community Center  
immediately following worship. 

 
Please join us to honor our graduates: 

 
Brooks Baxley 

Grayson Boatwright 

Tyler Burgess 

T. C. Counts 

Zoe Vigilant 

Deacon of the Week: Crystal Smyth 

Crystal grew up at Park Road and has been here ever since. She and her  

husband Brian are raising their two sons Duncan and Hank here—both in the 

youth group now. In addition to being a Deacon, you will most often find  

Crystal leading the charge for anything Mission-oriented. The Smyths enjoy a  

multi-generational approach to church as grandparents Mack and Dot Duncan 

are also longtime active members. 


