
June 6, 2018 

 

COMING UP 

 
Saturday, June 9 

9:30a Community Center 
Pack 150 lunches (300 sandwiches) 

For the Men’s Shelter 
 

Sunday, June 10 
* Begin Altered Summer Worship 

Schedule: Worship at 10a followed by 
Sermon Talk-Back for Adults in the 
Community Center and Youth in the 

Youth Building and Children’s Sunday 
School in the Children’s Building 

* Deacon Training 11:45a-1:00p in 
the Youth Building  

(Light snacks provided) 
* Organ Concert 3:30p in the 

Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, June 17 
* Youth leave for Mission Trip  

to Pittsburgh 
* Called Church Conference 

immediately following worship 
(see details below) 

 
Friends at Home 

Mary Galloway 

3220 Spring Valley Road 

Charlotte, N. C. 28210 

(704) 554-5834 

 

Home from Rehab 

Sandra Richardson 

12910 Dorman Rd., Apt. 3201 

Pineville, NC 28134 

704-560-4150 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

Last Wednesday was one of those really proud pastor 
days. Really all of last week was that. And it was all 
about books. Over 6500 books were “leveled,”  
organized, and categorized literally all over the Youth 
Building. Over 30 people had their hands on those 
books loading them into bags. Each child at 
Sedgefield Elementary will get AT LEAST 10 brand 
new books chosen specifically for each student for his 
or her summer reading. Teachers helped make  
suggestions for each child. Students made some of 
their own requests. And then the rest were selected 
based on reading level, gender, and native language of 
each child. No two bags of books were alike. Every child will receive a bag 
bursting at the seams with brand new books, plus appropriate gently used 
books thrown in as extras. It was the most satisfying thing of which I’ve been a 
part in a long time. 
 

I cannot imagine the hours that George Miles put into 
this project. No one loves an Excel Spreadsheet more 
than George, so this organizational task was managed to 
perfection. We posted some updates on social media 
along the way last week, and I got texts from my nieces 
who are teachers in SC. One of texts read: “Y’all’s 
church is a game changer for those children. Seriously, 
that will change their lives. Do the teachers know you 
are doing this? I swear I would probably ugly cry. Wow.  
Incredible.” 

 

When I think about the kind of church I want 
to pastor . . . it’s a “game changer church.” I 
want to be the kind of community of faith that 
changes lives. It’s amazing to think that one of 
those bags will go home with a child for the 
summer and maybe they will be introduced to a 
world beyond anything they have ever dreamed 
or known. Maybe she will be so intrigued by the 
“Who Wins?” science series that she may  
become a zoologist. Maybe he will be so inspired by the “I Survived” series 
that he will become a police officer or fire fighter. Maybe she will be so  
mesmerized by Amelia Bedelia that she might become a daycare teacher or 
director. Maybe he read the Wonder books and become a counselor. Maybe she 
will read Magic Treehouse or Berenstain Bears and decide to become a writer 
herself. Maybe he will read something to motivate him to become a more  
serious student. The possibilities of “maybe” are endless. Because of books. 
 

Then last Wednesday at the  
Augustine Literacy Appreciation  
luncheon, George Miles gave a Tutor  
Testimonial. When I texted his wife Ann 
that George had gotten a standing  
ovation when he finished, she replied 
back: “Did he cry?” Well, yes, you know 
he did. He got emotional because he 
knew that he had made a difference in 
the life of a child who is not on reading on grade level. The child, while still 
not reading on grade level, has improved. And we were all inspired. I was so 
proud to tell everyone at my table: “He’s mine! He goes to my church.” Thank 
you to Park Road’s other Augustine tutors: Geoff Palmer, Linda Hefner, Dan 
McClintock, Peggy McIntyre, and Hugh Ashcraft. You are all game changers!  
 

Summer is made for reading. Let me encourage everyone to read at least one 
book this summer. And when you do, let that book remind you that you join 
hundreds of Sedgefield children in a reading program that may just change the 
world. 

Called Church Conference 

June 17, 2018 
Our Ministry Council has 

recommended that the congregation 
vote whether to maintain or sever 

ties with the Cooperative  
Baptist Fellowship. This issue 

comes as a result of a CBF hiring 
policy that broadens the inclusion 
of, but still discriminates against 

LGBTQ persons. Our Ministry 
Council and Deacons have had 

multiple discussions over the last 
few months. Articles have been 
published in the newsletter, and 

there was a Wednesday night 
discussion dedicated to the issue. If 
you would like reading materials to 
help inform your decision, please 

contact the church office. The vote 
will take place in the Community 

Center immediately following 
worship on June 17. According to 

our By-Laws, proxy voting is not per-
mitted. 

Baccalaureate Sunday 
It’s always a bitter-sweet day recognizing our seniors. 
They have meant so much to our church and to our 
youth program. And now they are off on new adven-
tures with our blessing. Sunday was a wonderful day 

of celebration and joy and only a few tears.  
Congratulations to all! 
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We will return to a summer schedule for worship, beginning 
THIS Sunday, June 10, and we will entertain Rabbi Murray 
Ezring from Temple Israel as our guest preacher. Murray 
has been a friend of this congregation for most of his 20 
years in Charlotte, and we will enjoy hearing from him – 
and then talking back to him following worship. Here is our 
preaching schedule for the summer (as requested by you): 
 

June 10 – Murray Ezring.  
Isaiah 53 and Luke 10 and Gun Violence 

June 17 – Russ Dean 
On developing a personal relationship with God 

NO TALKBACK: CBF Vote 
June 24 – Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Words of Blessing 
NO TALKBACK: Joey/Liza Reception 

July 1 – Tim Moore 
Song of Solomon 

July 8 – Russ Dean 
Is God at work in everything? Romans 8.28 

July 15 – Amy Jacks Dean 
Women in the Bible 

July 22 – Joey 
What is the Emerging Church? 

July 29 – Dan McClintock 
How to make a difference! What does it mean to be a  

servant of God and to others? 
August 5 – Amy Jacks Dean 

Is Jesus the Only Way? 
August 12 – Russ Dean 

Whatever you ask in prayer you will receive. Really? 
(Matthew 21.22) 

August 19 – Amy Jacks Dean 
Noah’s Ark and Other Floods in Our Lives  

 

Worship: 10:00am, Sanctuary 
Talkback: 11:00am, Community Center (Adults) 

Youth Building (Youth Talkback) 
Children’s Building (Children’s Sunday School) 

Supporting Seminary Education 
We received a nice note recently from Rev. Dr. Timothy 
Moore, Director of Donor Relations at Union Seminary, 
thanking us for a gift in support of Joey Haynes. We’re 
grateful for the good education Union Seminary is  
providing to Joey and glad we can continue to support 
Joey financially in his education. 

Senior Adult Exercise 
Every week on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:00a, our  
senior adults gather in the Community Center for exercise. 
Recently they realized that they had been doing this for 10 
years! The math on that is pretty easy: 52x2 is 104 times 
per year x 10 years is 1040 times. Assuming they took 
some time off here and there, it’s pretty safe to say that 
our senior adults should be in shape after over 1000  
exercise classes. And all of them have been led by our very 
own Debbie Brown. That’s pretty amazing!  

Just think about 
it—our 93 year 
olds were only 83 
when they started! 
Maybe this is why 
we have so many 
vibrant and young 
senior adults in 
our midst. The 
group is always 

glad to have new additions. Debbie does all the counting 
and tells you exactly what to do. All you have to do is show 
up and be ready to move those muscles. Her exercises are 
not just designed to strengthen and keep bodies in shape, 
but they also help with issues of balance.  

In addition to exercise, this group is community for one 
another and they take care of each other. And they have 
also been known to throw a party and eat cake from time to 
time! 

Take Me Out to the Ballgame 
There’s nothing like spending 
a relaxing evening with 
friends at the beautiful BB&T 
Ballpark in uptown Charlotte 
enjoying America’s favorite 
pastime! Come and join us at 
the stadium on Tuesday, June 
19 as the Knights take on 
Columbus at 7:05p. Tickets 
are just $12 and include a 
$2 food voucher. Sign up 
with Dan or through the church office. Also, mark your 
calendar for Sunday, August 19 at 5:00p for the Knights 
vs. Louisville. 

Fun Food Friday 
About 20 gathered for lunch last Friday in 
McAdenville. Next FFF will be Friday, July 20 
lunch at the Whitewater 
Center (Rafting optional!!). 
Meet at the church at 
11:00a and return by 
2:00p. Love these smiling 
faces from last Friday’s Fun. 
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