
“If you build it, they will come.” 

In the 1989 movie, “Field of Dreams,” Iowa farmer, Ray Kinsella was haunted by 

those words, which were repeatedly whispered across his corn fields. Those words 

would not let him go until he plowed under some of his crops and spent his life 

savings building the most beautiful baseball field anyone had ever seen in an Iowa 

corn field! Kinsella, deemed crazy by his neighbors, was captured by an 

opportunity most could not envision. 

Such is the nature of the spiritual quest, following a vision, a voice, a dream— 

that most others cannot see or hear. The consistent testimony of such dreamers— 

though in answering that call, whatever the cost—leads to deep fulfilment. 

No mystical voice has whispered across our backyard; perhaps our quest is not that 

grand, but we are in the midst of following a vision, part of which involves building 

a baseball field. Our Administration Committee has contracted the services of a 

landscape architect who is creating a master plan of our entire campus. The 

design plan identifies a dozen areas (front lawn, fountain, courtyard, etc.…) for 

plantings and hardscape features. Over the next decade, through monies 

administered by that committee – as well as specific memorial gifts – we envision 

transforming our campus. 

Coincidentally (?)… a year ago, Anne Francis Jarrell, whom I had known through 

the high school band program, came to me asking about a project for her “Gold 

Award” (the highest Girl Scouting award). We dreamed together, and a vision for a 

T-ball-sized baseball field was born. We would utilize that old backstop at the rear 

of our campus, and Anne Francis would do the rest. A few weeks ago fencing was 

installed, and last week we moved a row of shrubs from the 3rd base line to the 

perimeter of that outfield fence. Dugout benches will be added, a dirt base path 

will be carved out, and the field will be over-seeded and fertilized to enhance the 

lawn. Several local recreational leagues have already inquired about the use of our 

field for practice. We can also “see” kickball games involving our CDC and church 

children and youth. There may even be a major whiffle ball game in the making 

with our deacons or between Connection Groups. 

If you build it… they will come. 

The grounds of 3900 Park Road are only a symbol of the more important growth 

that Park Road affords, but first impressions matter, so offering spaces, inside and 

out, that are welcoming and inviting are not a matter of pretense but of 

intentionality and purpose. 

I can already see it. Now I just want to hear it: “Play ball!” 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul  

June 8, 2016 

COMING UP 
 

Thursday, June 9 
7:30a Men’s Bible Study 

 

Sunday, June 12 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/Connection 

Group Meetings 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Youth Activities 

5-7p Deacon Training Session 

 

Tuesday, June 14 
10:00a Needlers 

 

Sunday, June 19 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/Connection 

Group Meetings 

11:00a Worship 

Called Church Conference 

Immediately following Worship 

 

Remember in Prayer 
Mary McGowan 

CMC Mercy 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Sarah (Lou) Smith 

Carillon of Huntersville 

250 Commerce Center Drive 

Huntersville, NC 28078 

704-230-3175 

 

Dates to Remember 

Youth Mission Trip June 19-24  

Camp Prism July 12-15 

Unidiversity July 18-23  

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

Deacon of the Week Karen Burgess 

A member of Park Road for 15 years, Karen Burgess has a knack for making her church family to feel loved and accepted. 

She has ably served in many capacities at church, but her real love is in fostering intergenerational events from movie nights 

to weekend retreats.  

Karen works as a Senior Tax Manager for Deloitte. She has 2 children. Daughter Emily is enrolled at USC and son Tyler is a 

rising junior at Marvin Ridge High School. 
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Vacation Bible School 

June 27-30 

Vacation Bible School  will be 

exploring God's fingerprints 

with the help of Passport 

Media's Have U Seen? 

curriculum. There will be 

music, recreation, Bible 

stories, art and much more 

during the week of June 27-30 

from 9:30-12:00 each day. 

Register online at this link:  

https://docs.google.com/forms/

d/13D8LTb3otSRYkHBvZSS8VJaoY51PG-hVZc7SNGlJL3g/

viewform 

Mission Dates for Summer 

Iced Tea Service at Urban Ministry Center, Friday, June 10. 

Men’s Shelter Lunch Saturday June 11. 

Our next Charlotte Family Housing Week 

is July 31 – August 4.  

Men’s Shelter Lunch will take place again  

on August 13. 

We continue to provide Iced Tea Service at the  

Urban Ministry Center on the  

2nd and 4th Fridays each month. 

Changing Lives with Our Money 

It’s not the only thing that changes lives, but sometimes a little 

money goes a long way. PRBC has some limited benevolence 

funds through our Mission Budget which are allocated as needs 

arise, usually through referrals from our network of friends and 

other ministries. This week we heard from one of these friends 

who said: “Please let your congregation know that at least two 

people that we referred have been pulled from disaster. One is 

now working a 1st and 3rd shift and is planning to go back to 

school in fall. The other is now married and working.” 

Men’s Shelter Lunch 

Volunteers are needed 

to help prepare and 

serve lunch to 

approximately 200 

people from 10:30a to 

1:15p this Saturday, 

June 11. Please sign 

up at: http://

www.signupgenius.co

m/

go/10c0944adaf2ba4

6-mens 

PRBC Graduates:  Max Dower is graduating from South Mecklenburg High School.  

He will begin at the University of North Carolina Asheville this fall. 

Katie Little is graduating from Myers Park High School. She is attending Virginia Tech this fall. 

Jackson Knight is graduating from South Mecklenburg High School.  

He will spend this next academic year studying abroad in Slovakia through Rotary International. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13D8LTb3otSRYkHBvZSS8VJaoY51PG-hVZc7SNGlJL3g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13D8LTb3otSRYkHBvZSS8VJaoY51PG-hVZc7SNGlJL3g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13D8LTb3otSRYkHBvZSS8VJaoY51PG-hVZc7SNGlJL3g/viewform
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944adaf2ba46-mens
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944adaf2ba46-mens
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944adaf2ba46-mens
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944adaf2ba46-mens
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944adaf2ba46-mens

