
In November 2003, Buck Blankenship, Michael Simmons, Peggy Pelton, Erin 

Rumble and I traveled to the foreign land of Cuba. It felt more foreign then than it 

does now. Several church members had vehemently opposed any mission 

opportunity there. Cold war tensions were still too hot. 

But the Alliance of Baptists, our affiliation of like-minded congregations, and the 

Fraternity of Baptist Churches in Cuba had established a formal program of US/

Cuba partnerships. The Fraternity was established parallel to the Alliance – as a 

reaction against the increasingly conservative movements of the Southern Baptist 

convention in Cuba. 

On our visit, we felt a warm connection to a little church in the village of Carlos 

Rojas. There were not a dozen identified members when we drove into town, late 

that winter night. Years prior, in the absence of a pastor, a missionary had stepped 

in to lead. As her health failed and the church dwindled, the SBC gave a mandate: 

call a male pastor or lose funding. The church opted to stay with its long-time pastor 

even though (God forbid), she was a woman! 

But by 2003, the church was in trouble, so the Fraternity appointed a new, young 

pastor. The church had renamed itself Iglesia Bautista La Resurrección 

(Resurrection Baptist), and partnership with an Alliance church was part of its hope 

for “resurrection.” 

Over 13 years, that church has flourished. Extensive renovations have been made to 

the building and the parsonage, and there is now vibrant leadership – and dozens of 

smiling, dancing children. In the prophetic tradition of poking a finger in the eye of 

the narrow-minded, Resurrection Baptist is again being led by a talented young 

woman – whom Amy baptized years ago in that farm pond down the long, dirt road 

leading out of town. Maricella is in seminary at the ecumenical seminary and is 

inspiring youth, across the island, through her leadership in the Fraternity. 

Alongside these changes, we have prayed for change in Cuban political leadership 

and in US/Cuban relationships. Nearly 50 different people have traveled to Cuba 

since 2003, and I believe we are unanimous in believing that the economic 

embargo is a failed policy and needs to change. So, we celebrate President Obama’s 

visit to our sister country and revel seeing him in now-familiar locations: Plaza of 

the Revolution, the Malecon, the old cathedral … 

That first, young pastor is now a resident of Miami. This week he texted: “Dear 

family of PRBC our special regards and congratulations for all that you’ve been 

doing in terms of building a bridge between Cuba an US people, we feel proud of 

being part of the new era between Cuba an the US government, our prayer is that 

Cuban people as a result of the relationship could have freedom and the best quality 

of life.” – Asdrubal, Yarellis, Alex 

That’s our prayer, too, so we salute any opening in our relationship – believing that 

building bridges, not walls, is the best means of creating economic opportunity and 

political change, an openness for holistic development of any people. Dr. Ken 

Godwin, an astute student of American policy, tells me that if an economic embargo 

is going to work it will work in 6 months. The Cuban embargo has been in place for 

more than 50 years.  

Maybe a handshake and the openness of hearts will do for a political process what 

years of failed policy cannot. It’s that season… 

Resurrection, indeed! 

From the Pastors’ Heart & Soul 

March 23, 2016 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

COMING UP 

Today, March 23 
5:30p Sedgefield Landscaping 

 

Thursday, March 24 
5:30p Soup Supper 

6:30 Maundy Thursday Communion 

Service 

 

Friday, March 25 
Church Office Closed 

 

Saturday, March 26 
PRBC Hosts the last Room in the 

Inn guests for this season. 

 

Sunday, March 27 

Easter Sunday 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/Connection 

Group Meetings 

11:00a Worship 

Noon: Children’s Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Wednesday, March 30 
No Wednesday Night Dinner or 

Activities (Spring Break) 

 

Thursday, March 31 
7:30a Men’s Bible Study 

 

Sunday, April 3 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/Connection 

Group Meetings 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Youth Activities 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 
J.L. Boyd 

1199 Hayes Forest Drive #502A 

Winston-Salem, NC 27106 

336-759-1044 

jlb@worldnet.net 

Deacon of the Week: Beverly Doyle 

Beverly and Johnny Doyle have been instrumental in Park 

Road’s life and ministry since they first stepped foot on our 

campus about a decade ago. If there’s good work to be done, 

one of the Doyles will likely be here doing it. Beverly did a 

wonderful job as our Deacon Chair last year and continues to 

serve this year. Their daughter, Rose Boatwright and her 

husband, Darrin, are now active in our choir, and teenage sons, 

Jackson and Grayson, are often found playing clarinet, 

saxophone or guitar in worship. Thanks for all the Doyles bring 

to our family! 

New Member: Sam Pelton 
We welcomed Sam Pelton to Park Road about three years ago when we started seeing him around 

here with Peggy McIntyre. Then she became a Pelton, and we’ve been wondering when Sam was 

going to become a Park Roadian… well, hurray, and welcome Sam! Sam works at The Lash Group, 

and we are delighted he’s finally one of us, officially! 

Faith Talk for Children 

Amy and Russ have been leading this 

pastors’ class for children for nearly 

15 years. It’s a two-year class for our 

4th and 5th graders. This spring’s 

sessions will include: The Future 

(heaven and hell?), The Old Testament 

and the New Testament. Sessions will 

be held in the children’s building at 

5:00p on Sunday afternoons, April 10, 

17, 24.  

mailto:jlb@worldnet.net
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Of Note! 

Sunday afternoon, April 17, 

Monty will formally introduce the 

congregation and community to 

our new organ in a recital 

showcasing what the new 

Rodgers organ can do. You’ve 

heard some of the interesting 

colors, but this will be a sonic 

tour that will delight your ears as 

you hear the full resources of the 

instrument. 

Amy's Out of Office Hours 

Thursdays don't seem to be working quite as well, so I'm 

switching back to Fridays. I am going to take a week off from 

my Caribou office for Spring Break the first week of April. 

(I will be there this week on Maundy Thursday from 1:00-

3:00.) Beginning Friday, April 8 from 11:30-1:30, I will be at 

Caribou at Park Road Shopping Center. I am available to just 

chat, to get to know folks better, to catch up with long-time 

relationships or to listen if you just need to talk. As always, 

if more people show up, we will enjoy being together, and if 

you had hoped for some one-on-one time with me, we will 

schedule that, too. I have thoroughly enjoyed my time there 

with about 30 of you along the way over these last few 

months, and I'm looking forward to more time with more of 

you to come. The only upcoming Friday that I will NOT be 

there is April 29. I'll post reminders on social media weekly, 

or you can call the church office to confirm the time and 

place. Or just show up and enjoy a cup of coffee with me.  

Holy moments are everywhere when we are together - even 

at Caribou! 

Sedgefield Landscape – Immediate Need 

Harper and Katherine Fox, our Uplift Sedgefield project leaders, 

recently met with Dominique Stone the school's family advocate 

and discovered that one of Sedgefield's expressed needs is to 

beautify and maintain the landscaping, especially at the 

entrance to the school. This work can be done quickly and at 

relatively little expense with your help! On Wednesday, 

March 23, there is no church supper because we will be 

gathering the following evening for Maundy Thursday. So on 

Wednesday, the plan is to bring your gardening tools and meet 

at Sedgefield from 5:30-7:30. The mulch, some bushes and a 

few flowering plants will be there waiting for you to apply your 

gardening skills. Afterwards, we plan to celebrate by going out 

for pizza. This is an event for all ages, so ya'll come!! 

Note: Though this activity is last-minute, more opportunities 

await as we plan to keep the maintenance up for them. 

Spring Retreat for the 

Park Road Youth Group 

will be April 15-17. 

Please submit a 

$50 deposit by April 3 

to Joey or drop it in the 

offering plate! 

Letting their creativity 

shine...Maddy Counts and Caroline Palmer were 

present when Laura Dower hosted an afternoon of 

art and talk and giggling and fun for our Youth girls. 

Expanding outlooks with new experiences . . . Last Sunday 

the youth participated in a Jewish Seder—a wonderful 

opportunity to learn and grow. 

Community Garden Update 

The Garden Team began its 6th Season on Saturday, 

March 19. Seven faithful workers dug in to prepare our 

planting beds for planting in April. Present were Holly and 

Caroline Owens, Johnny Doyle and his 9-year old neighbor, 

Ryleigh Driggers, Alan Eakes and our champion Roto-tillers 

Peggy and Sam Pelton. We have much more preparation 

ahead of us so stay tuned . . . 

If interested in joining in, please contact the Church Office 

or Alan Eakes at Alineakes1@gmail.com.  

Eggs filled with non-chocolate, individually-wrapped 

candy needed for Children’s  

Easter Egg Hunt on Sunday after worship. 


