
You’ve heard about my college roommates, Bill Stewart from our church and five 

others. You know about the $50 bet and how Amy and I “lost,” but how I win every 

year when I send $1 on our anniversary to remind them what a loser I am to have 

had more years of good marriage than any of them. I’ll send 20 more dollars over 20 

more years. My debt will be paid in full – and I’ll always be the winner of that bet! 

Our paths, which had already started crossing, brought us together during our 

sophomore year at Furman. Stan had just transferred from Mississippi College, Jon 

from BYU. Their connection was Rockmont Camp for boys (which Jon later owned 

and where Stan now works). I was an acquaintance of Kyle’s from the high school 

music scene. His childhood friend and freshman roommate was Steve, and they 

knew Craig from church. Bill and I played middle school football against each other 

in that fierce Clinton vs. Woodruff gridiron rivalry. 

Common interests and uncommonly good luck (and 

maybe a touch of providence!?) brought us together. 

We spent three years in various room combinations, but 

we were all together. We got in all the same “trouble” 

together but stayed out of actual trouble because we 

had each other. (Your friends will push you one way or 

another regarding college trouble. Choose wisely!) 

After school we dispersed for graduate schools and jobs. Mostly what brought us 

together over the next 15 years was weddings. (All the other losers, finally realizing 

I wasn’t such a loser after all!) Weddings… and then the births of our children. 

Seven wives birthed two children each, and we showed up for those births when 

we could. 

Over the last five years, we’ve convened a reunion the week after Christmas. A 

couple of those times all 28 have been present. There’s always something new, but 

we walk in the room and immediately start laughing at the same bad jokes that 

Steve has been telling for 35 years! 

But for the last few years, our meetings have had a more somber tone. We gathered 

in Chattanooga when Craig’s father died, convened in Atlanta for a tribute to Stan’s 

dad. Last Sunday night I drove to Steve’s house in Greensboro and we flew together 

to Orlando because Kyle’s father had died. Alamo had a car waiting for us, and two-

and-a-half hours later we rented a Super 8 bed in Bradenton for exactly 5.5 hours. 

In Sarasota we met Craig, who had driven from Ringold, GA and Jon, who flew in on 

free mileage points. Together we all had breakfast over Steve’s same old jokes. They 

were just as hilariously not funny as always. 

Kyle had asked us not to come, but when he saw all of us sitting together in 

All Angels by the Sea chapel on Longboat Key, the look on his face said it all. After 

the service, we found a little Parisian-styled café at that busy traffic circle in 

Sarasota. For two hours we sat and laughed, and the stories poured out about Kyle’s 

dad. The good and the bad, the joys and the sorrows. He needed that therapy. We 

just showed up. 

After Armand ran us out to close his little café for the afternoon, Craig started the 

11-hour journey back home. Jon headed to the Sarasota airport. Steve and I turned 

our car in at Alamo car rental at St. Pete/Clearwater, and Allegiant Air brought us 

back to Greensboro. Two hours later I told the whole story to Amy. 

I spent about $300, gave 30 hours to another college road trip. After 30 years… 

who wouldn’t do the same? He needed that therapy. We just showed up. 

When a friend is in need, I hope you will, too. 
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COMING UP 
 

 

Wednesday, March 29 
11:30a Men’s Study for Lent and 

Lunch - Cantina 1511  

Park Road Shopping Center 

5:30p Family Fellowship Supper  

Speaker: Rev. Rusty Price, 

The Undocumented 

7:30p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
 

Friday, March 31 
7:00p Young Adults  

Topic: Worship: Seeking 

God’s Presence 

Youth Building  
 

Sunday, April 2 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

Deacon of the Week: Erin Rumble 

9:45a Sunday School and 

Sunday Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

1:30p Sedgefield Snack Packing 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga Class  
 

Tuesday, April 4 
10:00a Coffee & Kibitz 

 

Wednesday, April 5 
11:30a Men’s Study for Lent and  

Lunch - Cantina 1511 

Park Road Shopping Center 

5:30p Family Fellowship Supper  

Speaker: Dee O’Dell, 

Char-Meck Opportunity Task Force 

7:30p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

 
 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Jean Thomas  

151 E. Dallas Road 

Stanley, NC 28164 

704-931-4186 

Rev. Rusty Price, pastor of Camino Church in Charlotte, a merger of white and 

Latino congregations, works with the undocumented community of immigrants 

in Charlotte and will speak tonight about this important issue.  

Ellie Fox, daughter of Katherine and 

Harper Fox, was dedicated March 19. 

Snack Packing Event, Sunday April 2 at 1:30p 

Our final snack packing event for this academic year will take place on Sunday. 

Plan to come back to church after a quick lunch and join us at 1:30p as we pack 

the last 1000 snack bags! A group will also meet on Saturday evening at 5:30p 

to set up everything. Any help you can provide at that time is much needed and 

will be greatly appreciated! Thank-you! 
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New Members - Daniel Strokis and Kelly Moore  

Daniel and Kelly have been visiting with us this past year. 

They have gotten to know our young adult group, and we are 

delighted to add their gifts and talents to our growing young 

congregation! Please take a moment to introduce yourself, 

and to get to know Daniel and Kelly. 

In addition to his work in IT, Daniel directs the Charlotte Flute 

Choir, and we hope to hear them in worship this spring.  

Welcome, Daniel and Kelly! 

Fans in the Stands for Special Olympics 

The organization will welcome representatives from PRBC on 

Opening Day of the Mecklenburg County Special Olympics. 

Make plans to attend Tuesday, April 18, from 10a to noon at 

Bojangles Coliseum.  

We Need You! 

Our next date to prepare and serve lunch at the Men's Shelter 

is Saturday, April 8 from 10:45a until 1:30p. If you can 

volunteer, sign up here: http://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c0945aca92da2fd0-charlotte  

“A Time to Plant . . .” 

The seventh year for the Al Wilson Garden began March 18. 

Seven volunteers braved the cloudy skies to begin the season's 

work. They patched the planting boxes, cleared old vegetation 

from the 14 beds and added 28 bags of enriched soil with one 

load of compost, which was tilled into the soil. Special 

appreciation goes to Russ Dean and Bob Clare for securing and 

delivering the materials to the church. The winner of the MVG 

(Most Valuable Gardener) is Brian for expertly tilling all of the 

beds! Hopefully our Burmese friends will continue farming 

along side us. 

Stay alert to our next notice! We need YOUR help to make this 

another banner year of giving our bounty to Loaves and Fishes! 

Alan Eakes 

Intergenerational Labor Day Retreat, September 1-3 

Save the date and plan to join us for the church-wide retreat 

at Lutheridge Conference Center in Arden, NC, Labor Day 

weekend. The theme for the retreat is Pause, Play, Pray: 

Weaving Real Connections “I want you woven into a tapestry 

of love, in touch with everything there is to know of God.” 

Colossians 2.2 (The Message).  

Our weekends together provide a wonderful opportunity to get 

to know one another better in a relaxed setting, as well as 

providing inspiration and time for reflection. Thanks to a 

generous gift, there is no cost for the weekend although we 

will gladly accept donations.  

Easter Time! 

We need plastic eggs and individually wrapped, 

non-chocolate candy/favors. We will collect the 

eggs in the narthex and Community Center 

through Palm Sunday. The Easter Egg hunt 

will immediately follow the Easter service. 

You may order Easter lilies for $8 in memory of 

or in honor of someone. The lilies will be used 

to decorate the cross on Easter morning, 

April 16. The Youth will be in the narthex 

Sunday, or you may call the church office  

before April 12 to order. 

Snow on the  

hawk’s wings melts  

as Spring  

warms our hearts  

and renews our 

spirits . . . 
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