
March 28, 2018 

 

COMING UP 
 

Wednesday, March 28  
NO WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES 

Instead . . .  
Thursday, March 29 

Maundy Thursday Service 
5:30p Dinner 

6:30p Communion and Worship  
in the Chapel 

 
Sunday, April 1 
Easter Sunday 

Easter Egg Hunt immediately 
following worship 

 
Tuesday, April 3 

Coffee and Kibbitz 
10:30a (CC503) 

 
Wednesday, April 4 

NO WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES 
Due to CMS Spring Break 

 

Friends at Home 

Mary Galloway 

3220 Spring Valley Road 

Charlotte, NC 28210 

704-554-5934 

 

Sympathy extended to: 

Alan Brittain in the recent death of 

his grandmother 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

Notes from our Cuba Travelers! 
 

After thinking about what to say, I especially want to share is the loving  
reception that awaits us when we first exit the van in Carlos Rojas and the 
hugs and tears that we share when we are departing. Whether you are visiting 
for the first time or the eighth, as it was for me, you are greeted with hugs and 
kisses that reflect the eager anticipation of your arrival and the promises of  
your return on our departure. For me, it is similar to a family reunion. You have 
the core members of the family who are a constant and new ones to meet and 
get to know.   
 

The church there has experienced some difficult times in the past couple of 
years, but they have pulled together and persevered and are working hard to 
make a difference in the community, for members and non-members, and they 
are succeeding. It is such a joy to travel with people who are experiencing this 
trip for their first or second time to see how completely comfortable they  
become in a very short time, thanks to the welcome from the Carlos Rojas’ 
hosts. I wish that everyone in our congregation could know these special  
people and the place that PRBC holds in their hearts. Time spent with them is 
a wonderful reminder that material things are not what bring joy and  
happiness; it is the love and joy to be found in a true partnership of two very  
different congregations who care very much about each other.    
       — Linda Hefner 

 
What an amazing and life changing trip it was! So hard to even put into words 
is the beauty that I saw in the faces as they welcomed us, hands that fed us, 
families that worshipped with us. Yes, we took them many things they needed 
(medicine, supplies), but I walked away so much “richer” than I could have 
ever imagined.   
 

And the icing on the cake? When one of the women pulled out a picture of my 
dad while I was visiting in her home. What an overwhelming feeling it was to 
know I was there because he had been there in the early days, helping to pave 
the way.  
 

Wonderful things, are being done in Carlos Rojas. Life changing things indeed! 
                   — Susan Allen 

 
This was my third trip to Cuba and my second to Carlos Rojas. Two things 
stood out as lasting impressions to me: the impact of what we brought and the 
differences in urban and rural living in Cuba. It’s striking to see how impactful 
everyday items are when brought to Carlos Rojas, with anything from simple 
medicines to tennis balls eliciting a huge reaction and showing us how much 
we take access to products for granted.  
 

The difference in urban and rural living is much more exaggerated than in the 
US. Most Americans view Cuba as Havana alone, where everything is generally 
very modern despite poverty. The horse-and-buggy transportation and dirt 

streets in Carlos Rojas are a different 
world.  — Rob Hefner 
 
 
Every trip to Cuba is special and brings 
such joy. This year our Needlers sent 
beautiful dresses for the little girls of 
Carlos Rojas. We displayed the dresses 
in the Pastor’s living room, and each girl 
was able to choose one. It was their first 
opportunity to “shop”, and I will never 
forget those smiles!!   
  — Rosemarie Burton 

 
 
Here we do nothing but tell stories of what we shared with you, and we all 
agree that your visit was very good for us! Greetings to all and a big hug of 
peace for all.  — Mileidys García Arias 
        Pastor, Resurrection Baptist Church 

 
A year ago when we went to Cuba, the pastor at our partner church, Mileidys, 
had been in Carlos Rojas only a short time. I was impressed this year with all 
of the good work that she’s doing, not only at the church but in the community 
and especially among women. She has been invited as one of five Cuban  
women to attend a Latino Women’s Conference in Puerto Rico this summer. If 
she receives a visa and clearance to go, we may have the opportunity to assist 
with her travel and expenses.     — Dan McClintock 

Last year, Resurrection Baptist was 
broken, and the best part of our trip 
was to be there with them and for 
them in the midst of that. But now… 
you guys, this church is THRIVING. 
Mileidys has done absolutely  
incredible things within the church, 
and they are rapidly expanding into 
the community. We now work with a 
pastor who speaks absolutely no  
English, and I truly think it makes a 
more genuine and immersive  
experience. There’s no controlling 
what we hear and what we don’t. And 
just like last year, I feel so lucky to 
be able to speak with them and  
understand them and hear firsthand 
the evident joy in their lives now. I 
tried my hardest to convey it all to 
the group, but you can’t translate a 
feeling.   — Allie Blum 
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Fun Food Friday 

And a wonderful time was had by all! Twenty-two people 

enjoyed burgers at Hobo’s in Fort Mill last Friday. Watch for 

details for our next trip. 

. 

    Grinning from Ear to Ear... 

 

This group always finds good 

food, and the fellowship is  

always priceless. 

Cuba in Pictures 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Our children are invited to bring their Easter baskets to 

church and, immediately following worship, hunt for  

candy-filled eggs that that will be hidden all over the 

courtyard and on both playgrounds. Allyson Neeriemer has 

gathered about 300 eggs, and our youth will hide them for 

our children.  It will be a great part of our Easter  

celebration for our children! 

Needlers 

The Needlers will meet on April 10 at 10a in the Eckerd 

classroom. Join us for cutting out new banners for  

Pentecost. If you would like to sew, bring you sewing  

machine. If you prefer to knit or crochet, that is fine 

too. We always welcome new members into this active and 

fun group. Questions? Call Sylvia Garrett or Sally Silden. 

 
Uplift Sedgefield 

Sedgefield Backpack  

Snack Packing  

Many Hands Make Light 

Work! 

Last Sunday about 45  

people packed 1000  

backpacks of food which 

will take us all the way 

through the end of the 

school year providing  

weekend food for over 100 children at Sedgefield  

Elementary School and 

18 children at our own 

NC Pre-K class at our 

Child Development  

Center. On Saturday  

afternoon, about a dozen 

people set up everything 

for the assembly line on 

Sunday. 

Palm Sunday Procession 

Wave those branches High! 

Our children and youth led us into 

this Holy Week with their Triumphal 

Entry Parade of Palms.  

“Blessed is the One who comes in the 

name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the 

Highest!” 


