
The Church is changing. Have you noticed? (I said The Church, not just Park Road 

Baptist.) Our culture is changing. Have you noticed? It’s not the world I grew up in. 

For lots of folks, that’s a frightening, maybe disheartening realization. But the truth 

is that our adult world is not the same as the one we grew up in. Change just keeps 

on changing! 

We do need to give our attention to the change; however, because it’s real and if we 

want to be real and relevant as a church, current and contemporary and contextual, 

we need to take note of the change. We need to push against that tide when 

appropriate – but more often, we just need to take it in stride, and “go with the 

flow.” We can’t change the change. We might as well change, and change well, to 

continue to be the best church we can be. 

Mark Tidsworth is the founding director of Pinnacle 

Leadership. Amy is in a clergy cohort that he is leading 

this year, and their sessions are based around his book 

entitled Shift. As they began to discuss the shift in 

culture – and the need for the church to shift with it, 

Amy felt it would be helpful for us to have Mark share with our leadership, so Mark 

joined us for this year’s Deacons’ Retreat. He condensed his book to a 2-hour 

session for our deacons, and I want to condense that condensation to three 

paragraphs! The change in culture/church can be summarized by these 3 shifts… 

From “Member Identity” to Disciple Identity. What is “church membership”? Have 

you noticed how many regular guests we have, folks who participate with us, but 

haven’t “joined the church”? Maybe Mark is on to something here. He tells the story 

of the family who became regular participants at a church, even pledged to the 

budget and then just quit. The pastor went to visit and they reluctantly admitted 

that the husband had lost his job, and since they “couldn’t pay their pledge,” they 

knew they should not be receiving the services of the church. That’s what 

“membership” meant to them. More important than “joining” the membership, says 

Mark, is participating in the work of the church – which should be formed in 

following Jesus. So, call it “discipleship” or “service” or “participation” or 

whatever… that’s where we need to focus our attention. Not on getting people to 

“join.” 

The second shift is from “Attractional Church” to Missional Church. Related to the 

first shift, in the current culture, we need to be less interested in getting folks to 

come to us (“Where is everybody?”) and more interested in finding the work that 

God is already doing in our community and inviting people to join us THERE! 

The final shift is from a “Consumer Culture” (within the church) to a Sacred 

Partnership. Church isn’t about providing what the customer wants, whether in 

worship style or relevant sermons or a big youth group or an exciting singles’ 

ministry or great buildings and winsome staff… Ultimately, what Church is about is 

Partnership – with one another and with God. All those things I just mentioned 

(worship, etc…) can be important, but they are not the center of a community 

founded on the Love of God and the Way of Jesus. 

We’ve asked our Deacons and our Ministry Council to help us focus this year on this 

shift. Amy and I hope you will sense this shift to Disciple Identity, Missional 

Church, and Sacred Partnership. We hope you will celebrate that change is not new, 

that it’s the best time to be The Church, and that if we don’t shift with the times, 

it’s The Church, not the culture, that will be left behind. 
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Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

. . . it’s the  

best time 

 to be The Church. 

COMING UP 
 

Wednesday, March 8 
11:30a Men’s Study for Lent and  

Lunch at Charlotte Café 

5:30p Family Fellowship Supper  

And Activities; Cuba Team Report 

 

Sunday, March 12 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

Deacon of the Week: Beth Heaton 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga Class  
 

Wednesday, March 15 
11:30a Men’s Study for Lent and  

Lunch at Cantina 1511  

at Park Road Shopping Center 

5:30p Family Fellowship Supper  

And Activities 
 

Thursday, March 16 
Noon: VSP Lunch and Program 

 

Friday, March 17 
7:00p Young Adults Meet  

at Brandon and Samantha’s Home 

 

Sunday, March 19 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

Deacon of the Week: Linda Hefner 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

4:30p Youth Italian Night  

Fundraiser and Auction 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga Class  

 

Sympathy is Extended  
To the family of George Morgan 

who died March 3 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Sarah (Lou) Smith 

Carillon of Huntersville 

250 Commerce Center Drive 

Huntersville, NC 28078 

704-230-3175 

   Park Road Baptist CDC Spotlight on Miss JoJo 

Many of you are aware that our CDC is a five-star Child Development Center, but did you know that 

when our center opened in 1970, one of the first teachers hired was Joann Anderson? Miss JoJo is 

still one of our favorite teachers 47 years later! (In fact, her name was one of the first words for both 

of my sons !) I love hearing stories how childcare has changed over the past 47 years, and JoJo has 

many stories to share. Children run to greet Miss JoJo each morning. Joann loves science and even 

shows the children bugs. She also loves rocking babies and talking with preschoolers. When I asked 

what has kept her here, she says “It is my love of the children and the staff.” What more could we 

ask for? 

At the age of 75, Miss JoJo works full time and has an awesome attendance record. Sometimes she 

shows up to work when she is supposed to be off! Now that’s dedication! We are thankful for the love 

and commitment that she has given to our school and to thousands of children over the past four 

decades. She hasn’t mentioned retirement, so don’t give her any ideas! We hope to keep her a bit longer!   

          - Heather Gaskins, Director  
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Our next snack-packing event will be Sunday, April 2 

at 1:30p. We'll pack the remaining snack bags to take 

us through the end of the school year. 

Room in the Inn  

Our last two opportunities to host Room in the Inn are 

March 11 and March 25. Thank you to everyone who has 

participated thus far in making our homeless neighbors feel 

welcome and comfortable. If you can help with one of the 

remaining nights, please go to http://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c0945aca92da2fd0-room  

Attention Garden Lovers 

7th Annual Workday 

March 18 at 9:00a 

All are Welcome—Please come! 

LGBTQ and Allies (intentionally supportive friends and family): 

Please join us for lunch at 12:30p, March 19 in the  

Cantina 1511 party room at Park Road Shopping Center. 

(Everyone covers his own tab!)  

There will be no agenda for this first gathering other than 

getting to know each other, breaking bread together  

and enjoying an open and supportive atmosphere. 

Uplift Sedgefield Book Drive 

For the second year, Park Road Baptist Church will coordinate 

the effort at Sedgefield to send books home with each child at 

the end of the school year. Just as last year, new books 

recommended by the Sedgefield faculty will be purchased. 

Good quality used books will also be distributed. Each child 

will be given books at his or her own reading level. The intent 

is to give each child books that he or she will want to and 

be able to read. 

There are at least three ways you can help: 

Donate good quality used children’s books. Collection bins are 

in the outer office, the narthex and the Community Center.  

Donate money for the purchase of new books. We spent 

$2,100 last year to purchase 651 new books. Checks can be 

made payable to Park Road Baptist with “Sedgefield Books” in 

the memo line. All monies collected will be spent on books!  

Let George Miles know if you can help classify donated books. 

We hope to have several work sessions at church (you will need 

to bring your own Internet capable device). 

If you have any questions, please contact George Miles, 

gmiles85@hotmail.com, 423-292-8972. 

Youth Auction: 4 Gift Baskets on the Auction Block 

Sports Basket contains: 2 Charlotte Knights tickets, 

$25 Dick’s Gift Card, $25 Sky Zone Gift Certificate, $20 Park 

Lanes Gift Card, Panther Cups, koozies, decals, signs 

Johnson & Wales Basket contains: wine cooler, wine glasses 

and accessories; gourmet utensils,  

Bread Bakers Apprentice book by Peter Reinhart  

Knight Out, Night In Basket contains: $50 Dressler’s/Dogwood 

Gift Certificate, baseball, pasta meal, spa items 

Family Fun Night Basket includes: 7 games, 4 movies, 

snacks, $25 Redbox gift certificate,  

$25 Dominoes Pizza Gift Card. 

Tickets may be purchased for  

$5 each, 3 for $10 or 8 for $20. 
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