
I’m in my usual pre-office routine this morning (stop by the high school, head for a 

cup of joe). There’s a toddler at the table ahead of me pawing the biscuit that his 

mom is crumbling before him. He’s wide-eyed and eager, constant motion, hand-to-

mouth, pausing only to grin at his attentive parents. And he’s joyously oblivious to the 

world of fear and anger that is threatening to wreck his whole, innocent life. 

I’m reading with the other eye, and it makes for an interested bi-polar world view . 

(Is there any other kind these days?) I’m a sucker for the opinion pages, which are 

now obsessed with the sad spectacle of an American election, and what would this 

campaign be without fear and anger? 

Someone forwarded a cyber link I just followed to the best article I’ve read recently. 

It’s a New York Times opinion comparing the recent election of London’s mayor with 

the American candidate who would bar the visit of that mayor to our country… 

because he’s a Muslim. 

Before Amy and I became your pastors, we interviewed with another church, who 

eventually told us because they had endured some controversy related to their last 

pastor, they “couldn’t take a chance” on something new, like our co-pastoral model. 

Park Road, who had been in a similar situation, took the 

opposite tack: “Given what we’ve been through…” someone 

said, “we didn’t think we could not take a chance.” 

You can face the world with fear, retreat into what’s known 

and safe, worry how things are changing, wish things were 

like they used to be; you can play the fear, peddle anxiety, try 

to wall out the rest of the world… or you can have a little 

faith and relax. The sun’s coming up tomorrow. And God will 

be with us. I promise you. 

In the NYT article, Roger Cohen says: 

“[Sadiq] Khan told my colleague… ‘I’m a Londoner, I’m a European, I’m British, I’m 

English, I’m of Islamic faith, of Asian origin, of Pakistani heritage, a dad, a husband.’ 

The world of the 21st century is going to be shaped by such elided, many-faceted 

identities and by the booming cities that celebrate diversity, not by some bullying, 

brash, bigoted, ‘America first’ white dude who wants to build walls.” (Cohen’s critique 

is not so much a criticism of one presidential candidate (and it is not a critique of his 

party affiliation), as it is the American electorate, whose fears and anger have given 

rise to a candidacy built, sadly, on fear and anger.)  

If you’re afraid the mostly-WASP world you’ve always enjoyed is changing, well, you’re 

behind the game– it has already changed! And no president and no promises will stem 

that tide. America is reaping the benefits of three centuries of unprecedented 

democracy, a beautifully-open door to the world’s “huddled masses.” We are 

becoming what we proudly offer human history. It will be a sad day if we have to 

retreat in fear and anger because we don’t have enough faith to handle the obvious 

consequence of freedom. 

Amid all of Europe’s understandable fears of Islamic extremism, one of its most 

important cities just elected a Muslim mayor. That little wide-eyed toddler in front of 

me deserves to be raised on that kind of vision and 

courage. And all the biscuit crumbs he can grab! 

Nurturing our Children 

Thank you, Park Road Baptist Church, for being a church community that welcomes the cries of 

babies in worship, smiles when children sing praise to God, makes time for children during 

worship and volunteers hours of times to the spiritual well-being of ALL children, no matter their 

situations in life. It is a joy to worship at this church with these children and their families. 

On Sunday, I was overwhelmed with gratitude for the song that Russ sang with the children 

during worship. The song, related to the theme of Camp Prism, was true to the story of Paul and 

Silas while also being filled with musical integrity and humor. Kids deserve such carefully 

prepared educational materials and enrichment opportunities. In addition, I was glad that, while 

the story of Paul and Silas being chained in prison is hard to grasp, this story and the theme 

“Prison Palooza” is happening. Children are smart and children need to know of the suffering of 

this world, including how to deal with their own suffering. Yes, children suffer. Many children live 

in their own prisons: poverty, hunger, uncertainty, worry, test anxiety, anger, disabilities, learning 

gaps and more. 

I am eager to see what will come of the Camp Prism theme this year. Even though I cannot 

attend, I’m sure I will hear some stories.  —Mallory 
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COMING UP 
 

Friday, May 13 
7:00a Men’s Bible Study 

11:30a-1:30p Amy’s Out of Office 

Hours at Caribou Coffee 

 

Sunday, May 15 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/Connection 

Group Meetings 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Youth Activities 

 

Tuesday, May 17 
10:00a Coffee and Kibitz 

 

Thursday, May 19 
Noon: VSP 

 

Friday, May 20 
11:30a-1:30p Amy’s Out of Office 

Hours at Caribou Coffee 

 

Remembering in Prayer 
Bob Richardson 

CMC Pineville 

Martha Clinard 

Novant Health Presbyterian 

Orthopedic Rehab 

Lydia Ingraham 

Recuperating at Home 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Joan Mialik 

3915 Ashton Drive 

Charlotte, NC 28210 

704-556-1330  

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

The sun’s  

coming up tomorrow. 

And God  

will be with us. 

I promise you. 
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Patterson Scholarship Applications are Due 

This may be the first time in 16 years we do not have a 

candidate for this wonderful scholarship, which is open to 

Park Road students attending Furman, Campbell, Meredith or 

Wake Forest. Park Road students have enjoyed several 

hundred thousand dollars in tuition relief from the generous 

vision of John and Ola Patterson in the last sixteen years.  

If I am overlooking anyone and you are interested, 

please contact me IMMEDIATELY. – Russ 

And a 1, 2, 3 . . . Laura Baxley  instructs our 

youth in the intricacies of playing hand bells in 

preparation for Baccalaureate Sunday. 

Youth Activity 

On Sunday, May 22 from 1:30-3:00p, the youth will be 

heading to Holy Angels Belmont, NC. They will partner with 

Heart Meter, a non-profit that donates gaming systems and 

games to hospitals and other organizations, to spend time and 

play video games with the folks at Holy Angels. Please let Joey 

know if you are able to join the group! They will leave from 

Park Road at 1:00p. 

Mission Offering for May: Loaves & Fishes 

I served on the board of Loaves & Fishes for four years, even 

taking my turn as President of the board. During those years, 

I learned so much about poverty and hunger right here in our 

midst. This organization serves our community in emergency 

need situations. Pantries all over the city are available for 

people, with a referral, to “shop” for their family. I have 

served on many boards over the years, but my work at Loaves 

& Fishes was definitely the most rewarding of this kind of 

community service. The elderly, CMS school children, the 

working poor and people with disabilities all can find 

nutritional food to get them through whatever crisis is at hand. 

I’m so glad that when folks come to our church’s door all we 

have to do is make one phone call, and we can safely know 

that they will not be hungry at least for a couple of weeks! 

The month of May our undesignated offering will go to this 

wonderful ministry in our community. If you have enough to 

eat, please consider giving so that all of God’s children in our 

community will have enough.  —Amy 

Be Part of the Conversation 

Park Road invites everyone - members and non-members - 

to be a part of the on-going conversation at Park Road by 

participating in our online communities. You can join us on 

FaceBook, follow us on Twitter, subscribe to our electronic 

newsletter or read our blog at parkroadbaptist,org. 

Park Road is much more than church on Sunday morning. 

Park Road is part of a broad-based community actively working 

to make our world more equitable, more inclusive, more 

tolerant, more spiritual and a healthier/safer place for all of 

God’s people—Christian and non-Christian alike.   

Your involvement with our social media outreach - through 

sharing, comments, Facebook likes, retweets, etc - plays an 

important role in amplifying this important voice of Park Road. 

Thank you for your support and continued involvement in our 

online outreach as we work together to build a better world for 

all of God’s people. 

Deacon of the Week: Gina Helt 

Gina Helt is married to Cam, a second-generation Park Roadian 

– and now it seems like she’s been here forever, too! Gina has 

been active in many leadership 

roles, including our 

Administration Committee and 

our Intergenerational Retreats 

Team (who has planned the last 

two, wonderful church-wide 

retreats). As Cam does, she 

works for Ely Lilly 

Pharmaceuticals, but most 

importantly, she is the mother 

of Lane and Ella. 

https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Angels-Belmont-NC-218007084528/
https://www.facebook.com/HeartMeter/
parkroadbaptist,org

