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In response to the passage of “NC House Bill 2,” I penned a letter to our Governor. Two 

weeks later someone called our office, identifying himself as “the Governor.” Much to my 

surprise, it actually was Pat McCrory! After our conversation, I have no doubt his 

convictions are not maliciously founded. We had an engaging, respectful 30-minute 

conversation, and I was impressed that he shared so personally with me.  

I thanked him for his call and told him that as part of my long-standing soap-box for 

more and more-respectful dialogue, I would share our experience and my belief that 

people of goodwill can work out even our most difficult disagreements – if we talk. 

Last week I mailed another letter, excerpted here: 

Dear Governor McCrory, 

Thank you for your call last Friday. I so appreciate the tone of our dialogue and the very 

personable encounter. Across the nation, we are woefully lacking in the kind of dialogue 

you and I shared... We disagreed, and still do, yet the conversation was respectful and 

meaningful. Thank you for setting the tone for that dialogue. 

I also appreciate the candor and vulnerability you shared. I really heard a heart-felt 

pain… when you referred to being called a “bigot” through this episode. As I have 

recently written, both sides… need to moderate their language... Everyone who supports 

HB2 does not “hate gay people.” On the other hand, those who do would do well to 

recognize how their language and the impress of this law, feel like hatred to a person 

who is gay or transgender… 

I will not belabor this reply. I mostly want thank you for reaching out. [We certainly 

agree] we are in complex, unchartered waters…. 

…as grateful as I am for it, [however] I feel our conversation mostly missed the point… 

you immediately began expounding the details of the bathroom policy and inveighing the 

faults of a national, liberal political agenda… The honest truth, Governor, is that I am 

naïve about all of [that]. You may be correct… though I have a number of politically 

informed and savvy colleagues, who I am sure, would be glad to offer a counter to [each 

of your accusations]. 

[Yes], there is much “politics” … but please be honest enough to admit that the Right is 

as guilty of plying an agenda as is the Left. But politics did not bring me to this issue… 

We finally touched on the issue… when I referenced my concern that HB2 denies legal 

protections to gay and transgender people in our state. What brought me to this issue is 

the people who are being deeply hurt by it. You quickly reminded me that sexual orientation is not a legally protected class 

anywhere in the country – but it should be! And this is precisely why I support what you called the Charlotte City Council’s 

“overreach.” If it takes “overreach” to affirm and protect all people in this city and state and nation, as children of God, all 

worthy of our best efforts for equality and legitimacy, then sign me up… 

Finally, Governor, there is NO credible evidence that Charlotte’s children were in increased danger… due to the passage of the 

non-discrimination ordinance – but you cannot doubt that gay and transgender citizens are more at risk today than they were 

before HB2. … I do not pretend to understand the transgender experience, but I am confident it is not, as you say, a matter of 

“feeling like a man” in one moment and, willy-nilly, or for malicious purposes, “feeling like a woman” in another. The 

experiences I encounter tell me these people are often tortured emotionally as they try to come to grips with their own sexual 

identities. As our society seeks to better understand the… complexity of our sexuality, we owe to them… the protections and 

affirmation afforded the rest of us. HB2 simply fails these people, and in further alienating these communities of our citizens, 

we are all made lesser human beings. 

Thank you for our sincere dialogue. Though I am troubled by the further steps you have taken since our conversation, know 

that I hold you in a light of respect, and in the light of prayer, in the difficult days before us. 

Grace and Peace, 

COMING UP 
 

Thursday, May 19 
12:00p VSP 

 

Friday, May 20 
11:30a-1:30p Amy’s Out of Office 

Hours at Caribou Coffee 
 

Sunday, May 22 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/Connection 

Group Meetings 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Youth Activities 
 

Thursday, May 26 
7:00a Men’s Bible Study 

 

Remembering in Prayer 
Bob Richardson 

CMC Pineville 

Martha Clinard 

Novant Health Presbyterian 

Orthopedic Rehab 
 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 
Hilda Moulton 

3301 Chilham Place 

Charlotte, NC 28226 

From the Pastors’ Heart & Soul  

Deacon of the Week Sarah Ashcraft 

Our deacon of the week 

is Sarah Ashcraft, 

whose husband Hugh is 

part of the Ashcraft 

clan, whose family farm 

became the physical 

location of our church 

nearly 75 years ago. 

Sarah's career is in 

social work, and she 

has been active in many aspects  

of leadership at Park Road.  

Hugh and Sarah have two grown children, 

Hugh IV and Jenna. 

New Members Bryan and Heather Rudolph 

Our newest members are 

Bryan and Heather Rudolph, who 

came to us through their friends 

Harper and Katherine Fox. Brian 

teaches at Forest Hill High 

School in Union County, and 

Heather is an accountant. They 

have been active with our Young 

Adult Group. We are excited they 

have become an official part of 

our church family. 



 

 

Uplift Sedgefield 

Over the past few months, 

we have worked to uplift 

Sedgefield in several ways— 

including holding a book 

drive to get books in the 

hands of students for the 

summer, supporting the 

Teacher Appreciation 

luncheon by providing 

Bojangles chicken, delivering 

fresh baked cookies to the 

school from Johnson and 

Wales, planting flowers 

around the entrance to the 

school - all in addition to our 

normal tutoring and snack 

packing! While the current 

school year is winding down, 

we are busy brainstorming 

and planning new and 

exciting ways to get involved 

with Uplift Sedgefield in the 

upcoming school year!  

Be on the lookout for 

informational meetings on 

upcoming opportunities such 

as serving as room parents, 

or lunch buddies, helping 

with field trips, giving career 

talks, reading with students, 

making book bags  

and more! 

Coffee and Kibitz 

We have a wonderful time in this Bible Study, which is open to all. A few 

refreshments precede a look through Russ’s old Bible for a highlighted text to 

use as the topic of discussion. We learn and laugh together every single time! 

 

 

Community Garden 

The Community Garden for 2016 is off and growing. We have no regularly 

planned meetings but have individual team members scheduled for watering. 

Weeders are welcome any time. The CDC Crabs Class of 3 and 4 year olds will 

soon transplant bean plants grown from seed in the classroom. We hope to add 

significantly to the 1,450 pounds of produce delivered to Loaves & Fishes over 

the past 5 years. 

 

 

    Lunch Bunch 

On the last Thursday of each month at noon, our group member bring a brown bag lunch and share our grief journeys with 

one another. This is a grief support group in which we catch up with one another and tell our stories of beauty and loss, 

and in so doing, we continue to learn how to live life to the fullest even in the midst of our deepest pain.  

 

Milford Dialogue Connection Group 

The Milford Dialogue Connection Group has just completed a series of discussions centered around the quality of MERCY. 

Pope Francis has declared 2016 as the year of Mercy. These sessions were held after each Wednesday evening dinner in 

April. Qualified presenters made observations on areas of education, politics and economics with discussion following. 

Russ wrapped up on the last Wednesday in April. All of the presentations were well-received, and discussions were 

substantive. The MDC Group is considering future discussions, perhaps in the fall. Ideas and suggestions are welcome. 

 

Needlers 

Our Needler’s Connection Group meets the second Tuesday of the month 

throughout the year. We continue to make knitted and crocheted prayer 

shawls for members of our church community and friends who are in need of 

comfort. We also are involved in a ministry with Rosemarie Burton, our 

leader, who makes pillowcase dresses for girls in Haiti who need to be 

properly clothed in order to prevent sexual abuse. We also make uniforms for 

little girls that are needed, so they can attend school in that area. Recently 

we made the banners that hang along the church walkway. Look this summer 

for some exciting banners that will involve our children for the summer. We 

welcome anyone who would like to be part of this caring and active group. 

Sedgefield Elementary Backpack Snack Team 

The Sedgefield Elementary Backpack Snack team meets once a month to pack bags of non-

perishable food for the students at Sedgefield Elementary. One hundred bags a week are 

distributed to low income children at the school each Friday to help them through the 

weekend when they do not have school meals. Team members shop for the food, meet 

monthly at the church to pack and deliver the tubs of snacks to the school.  

 

Senior Exercise 

The Senior Exercise Group meets Monday 

and Thursday mornings each week at 

9:00a in the Community Center. We 

exercise our bodies head to toe, doing 

stretch exercises, both sitting and 

standing. We also stretch our hearts and 

minds, sharing with each other news and 

events from our everyday lives.  

Everyone is welcome to connect with 

us...just show up! 

 

Very Special People (VSP) 

VSP is a connection group of Seniors that 

meets once a month September-May on 

the third Thursday . Any senior (age 55 

plus) is welcome. There is no membership 

fee to join, but there is a charge for the 

catered meal. Our members are mostly 

from PRBC, but we also have members 

from the surrounding neighborhoods. 

VSP is primarily a social group that meets 

to enjoy fellowship, food and 

entertainment. 
 

Young Adults 

Young Adults have just finished reading 

and discussing the book of Amos. This 

resulted in meaningful sharing and great 

discussion during this political season. 

This group is taking a summer break but 

plans to resume in the fall for a regular 

bi-weekly time of dinner and 

conversation on Tuesday nights at 

6:30p. If you like to go to lunch on 

Sundays, you are welcome to join us, 

because frequently various members 

from this group get together following 

worship. Join the Facebook group “Park 

Road Young Adults” for updates and upcoming outings such as Charlotte Restaurant Week 

or celebrating a member’s birthday. We are a group open to anyone interested in being a 

part of honest doubt...real joy...in community.  

Connection Groups 

Several months ago, our leaders wanted to be sure that everyone who attends Park Road could 

become closely associated with a small number of people. Hence the introduction of  

Connection Groups. Below are descriptions of the Connection Groups that do not meet on Sunday 

mornings (that list will be supplied later), so you can find a place to “be connected.” Read and 

study the descriptions and find your passion. Joining is easy! 
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In response to the passage of “NC House Bill 2,” I penned a letter to our Governor. Two 

weeks later someone called our office, identifying himself as “the Governor.” Much to my 

surprise, it actually was Pat McCrory! After our conversation, I have no doubt his 

convictions are not maliciously founded. We had an engaging, respectful 30-minute 

conversation, and I was impressed that he shared so personally with me.  

I thanked him for his call and told him that as part of my long-standing soap-box for 

more and more-respectful dialogue, I would share our experience and my belief that 

people of goodwill can work out even our most difficult disagreements – if we talk. 

Last week I mailed another letter, excerpted here: 

Dear Governor McCrory, 

Thank you for your call last Friday. I so appreciate the tone of our dialogue and the very 

personable encounter. Across the nation, we are woefully lacking in the kind of dialogue 

you and I shared... We disagreed, and still do, yet the conversation was respectful and 

meaningful. Thank you for setting the tone for that dialogue. 

I also appreciate the candor and vulnerability you shared. I really heard a heart-felt 

pain… when you referred to being called a “bigot” through this episode. As I have 

recently written, both sides… need to moderate their language... Everyone who supports 

HB2 does not “hate gay people.” On the other hand, those who do would do well to 

recognize how their language and the impress of this law, feel like hatred to a person 

who is gay or transgender… 

I will not belabor this reply. I mostly want thank you for reaching out. [We certainly 

agree] we are in complex, unchartered waters…. 

…as grateful as I am for it, [however] I feel our conversation mostly missed the point… 

you immediately began expounding the details of the bathroom policy and inveighing the 

faults of a national, liberal political agenda… The honest truth, Governor, is that I am 

naïve about all of [that]. You may be correct… though I have a number of politically 

informed and savvy colleagues, who I am sure, would be glad to offer a counter to [each 

of your accusations]. 

[Yes], there is much “politics” … but please be honest enough to admit that the Right is 

as guilty of plying an agenda as is the Left. But politics did not bring me to this issue… 

We finally touched on the issue… when I referenced my concern that HB2 denies legal 

protections to gay and transgender people in our state. What brought me to this issue is 

the people who are being deeply hurt by it. You quickly reminded me that sexual orientation is not a legally protected class 

anywhere in the country – but it should be! And this is precisely why I support what you called the Charlotte City Council’s 

“overreach.” If it takes “overreach” to affirm and protect all people in this city and state and nation, as children of God, all 

worthy of our best efforts for equality and legitimacy, then sign me up… 

Finally, Governor, there is NO credible evidence that Charlotte’s children were in increased danger… due to the passage of the 

non-discrimination ordinance – but you cannot doubt that gay and transgender citizens are more at risk today than they were 

before HB2. … I do not pretend to understand the transgender experience, but I am confident it is not, as you say, a matter of 

“feeling like a man” in one moment and, willy-nilly, or for malicious purposes, “feeling like a woman” in another. The 

experiences I encounter tell me these people are often tortured emotionally as they try to come to grips with their own sexual 

identities. As our society seeks to better understand the… complexity of our sexuality, we owe to them… the protections and 

affirmation afforded the rest of us. HB2 simply fails these people, and in further alienating these communities of our citizens, 

we are all made lesser human beings. 

Thank you for our sincere dialogue. Though I am troubled by the further steps you have taken since our conversation, know 

that I hold you in a light of respect, and in the light of prayer, in the difficult days before us. 

Grace and Peace, 
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