
Meditation 
If this is not the place where tears are understood, 

     Then where shall I go to cry? 

And if this is not the place where my spirit can take wings, 

     Then where shall I go to fly? 

If this is not the place where my questions can be asked, 

     Then where shall I go to seek? 

And if this is not a place where my heart cry can be heard, 

     Where, tell me where, shall I go to speak? 

So if this is not a place where tears are understood, 

     Where shall I go, where shall I go to fly? 

          — Ken Medema 

 

Welcome   Russ Dean 

 

Music for Preparation   
 Prelude on Nicea     Robert Hebble (b. 1934)  

     

Lighting of the Worship Candle Acolyte 

  

Chiming of the Hour 
  

Introit 
     Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, duet  Kyle Matthews 

 

We have come to hear the gospel; we have come to sing the songs, 

And when we leave we will not be the same. 

We gather here without the fear that judgments will be made, 

And celebrate the grace by which we’re changed. 

 

*Processional Hymn  
 #277, Holy, Holy, Holy                       NICAEA  

    

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Twila Broadway 

Why have you come here? 

We have come because we need to hear the challenge of the gospel and feel 

the stirrings of worship. 

Why have you come here? 

We have come because we need to experience the fellowship of community 

and to believe in the possibility of change. 

Why have you come here? 

We have come because we believe the world still needs the Church. 

ALL: I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the house of the Lord! 

     — from Psalm 122 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession  Amy Jacks Dean 

  

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
From the beginning the Spirit of God has called people together. As 

we gather in this place, a people called Park Road Baptist Church, let 

us be aware of the ways we often soften the challenge of Jesus, the 

ways we refuse to acknowledge God, the ways we fail to love one 

another, the ways we do not trust that change is possible. Let us seek 

forgiveness in one another by being a better church for one another 

and for the world. Amen. 

      

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Congregational Response   

 Community of Christ  LEONI  

When menace melts away, so shall God’s will be done, 

The climate of the world be peace and Christ its Sun; 

Our currency be love and kindliness our law, 

Our food and faith be shared as one for evermore. 

 

Children’s Time     Dan McClintock 

 

Scripture Lesson  James 5.13-20 Amy Jacks Dean 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They 

should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call 

for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing 

them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the 

sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed 

sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and 

pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the 

righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, 

and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six 

months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the 

heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. My brothers and 

sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back 

by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from 

wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a 

multitude of sins. 
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

  

Anthem      

 The Old Hundredth Psalm Tune   Ralph Vaughan Williams  

  (1872-1958)  
 

All people that on earth do dwell, sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 

Serve God with fear, God's praise forth tell, come ye before God, and rejoice. 
 

The Lord, ye know, is God indeed, without our aid God did us make; 

We are God's folk, God doth us feed, and for the sheep God doth us take. 
 

O enter then God's gates with praise, approach with joy the courts unto; 

Praise, laud, and bless God's name always, for it is seemly so to do. 
 

For why? the Lord our God is good: God's mercy is forever sure; 

God's truth at all times firmly stood, and shall from age to age endure. 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; one God, Triune, whom we adore. Amen. 

 

Sermon Why Have You  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean

  Come Here?  

 

Prayer of Intercession  Dan McClintock 

 

Offertory Sentences  LeDayne McLeese Polaski 

 

Mission Offering  
Our May Offering will go to the  

Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America ~ Bautistas por la Paz  

which is the largest network of Baptist peacemakers in the world, bringing 

peacemakers together in regional and international gatherings to work toward 

the common goal of a more just and peaceful world.  

They also provide resources, speakers and training to their members,  

and our own LeDayne Polaski is the Executive Director. 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  

 

Offertory  
 Air    George Frideric Handel (1685-1759)  

 

*Doxology                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Russ Dean 

 

Call to Action  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

 

 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 #311, Renew Your Church      ALL IS WELL  

 

Meditation of Commitment 

I want this community to be like Kathy Escobar’s beautiful church in 

Denver, The Refuge, “where everyone is safe but no one is comfortable.” I 

want it to be a place where we can tell our stories, confess our sins, discuss 

Scripture, ask questions, disagree with grace, grieve, heal, create, follow 

Jesus, and rally together to do justice and love mercy—not just with our 

words, but with our actions. I want it to be a community that partners with 

people and organizations serving those on the margins… I want it to feature 

and celebrate the voices of those speaking prophetically from the margins. I 

want us to continue to advocate for "the least of these." 

          — Rachel Held Evans 

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Choral Response  

 Three-fold Amen                     Danish 

 

Postlude 
 Exultate Op. 3, No, 3         Daniel Gawthrop (b. 1949)  

  

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 

 
†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  

Church – a have to - Polaski 

 

Conversation between Kate Polaski and her mother, 

LeDayne, while walking home from school in the 

pouring rain -- 
 

Me -- Do you want to go get your nails painted 

this afternoon? (Something she's been asking to 

do.) Kate -- NO! I don't want to leave the house 

again today unless I have to. 

Me -- Well, we do have church tonight. 

Kate (happily) -- Oh, that's a have to. 

 

    — Occasionally people share with  

        their pastors conversations  

        they’ve had with their children. 

        LeDayne McLeese Polaski  

        forwarded this little gem to Russ 

        Dean in October of 2000. 

        He immediately filed it in his  

        computer for future use. 

Deacon of the Week: Twila Broadway 

Twila is a retired clergy person having been a Pastor among the many ministry 

roles in her life. Though she is retired from vocational ministry, Twila is far from 

retired when it comes to ministry and mission in the church. In addition to  

serving as a Deacon, Twila has coordinated the partnership with our Burmese 

friends of Chin Bethel Baptist Church, and most recently has started a new  

Sunday morning Connection Group. Twila has also found herself behind her  

sewing machine making many of the pillow case dresses that we have sent to 

Cuba and to Haiti. We are so grateful for the many ways Twila uses her gifts for 

ministry at Park Road! 

Men’s Study: The Three Essential Prayers 
 

Over the Lenten season we gathered for a lunch-hour study that was so 

meaningful… we’re doing it again. Please get a copy of Anne Lamott’s book, 

Help, Thanks, Wow: The Three Essential Prayers. We will meet at 11:45a in the 

private dining room at the Charlotte Café, in the Park Road Shopping Center, on 

May 30 (“Help”), June 13 (“Thanks”) and June 20 (“Wow”).  

We will skip June 6. All are welcome. 


