
Meditation 
Brothers and sisters, know that the position I have taken is out of conscience. 

It is not just the result of pressure as some say, it is simply the duty of a pastor 

who feels the joy, and at the same time the anguish, of living with his people. 

And, from this people, faithful to the will of God, to follow a path that would 

be truly that of the Lord. 

          — Archbishop Oscar Romero of San Salvador, El Salvador   

 

Welcome   Russ Dean 

 

Music for Preparation   
 Solemn Melody        Henry Walford Davies (1869-1941)  

     

Lighting of the Worship Candle Acolyte 

  

Chiming of the Hour 
  

*Processional Hymn  
 #6, Sing Praise to God, Our Highest Good  MIT FREUDEN ZART 

 (verses 1, 4, 5 and 6 only) 

    

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Debbie Brown 

God of all Creation,  

What do you require of us?  

To do justice,  

Seeking peace & reconciliation, standing with the marginalized and forgotten.  

To love kindness,  

Showing compassion and unconditional caring for those in need.  

To walk humbly,  

Trusting God in the risks we take for the sake of God's kingdom. 

     — Beth Merrill, Church of the Brethren (adapted)  

 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession  Russ Dean 

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
God who delivers and redeems,  

we have failed to live into the promise of new life.  

We have been afraid to enter troubled waters to help the poor and 

downtrodden. We have sought ease and comfort in exchange for 

ignoring the hungry and sick in our world.  
 

Forgive us when we have seen our faith in such narrowness,  

thinking of only our own salvation.  
 

Forgive us when we have not lived for others,  

when we have not been willing to risk ourselves for the sake of others. 
 

Call us into new life,  

a life that is lived in the promise of Your love for the whole world. 

Amen. 

     — Mindi Welton-Mitchell 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Congregational Response   

 All People That on Earth Do Dwell OLD HUNDREDTH 

Proclaim again that God is good, 

Whose mercy is forever sure, 

Whose truth at all times firmly stood, 

And shall from age to age endure. 

 

Children’s Time     Amy Jacks Dean 

Scripture Lesson  Ruth 3.1-5; 4.13-17 Joey Haynes 

     Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, I need to seek 

some security for you, so that it may be well with you. Now here is our 

kinsman Boaz, with whose young women you have been working. See, he 

is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor. Now wash and anoint 

yourself, and put on your best clothes and go down to the threshing floor; 

but do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating 

and drinking. When he lies down, observe the place where he lies; then, 

go and uncover his feet and lie down; and he will tell you what to do.” 

She said to her, “All that you tell me I will do.”  . . .  

     So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When they came 

together, the Lord made her conceive, and she bore a son. Then the 

women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you this 

day without next-of-kin; and may his name be renowned in Israel! He 

shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your 

daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has 

borne him.” Then Naomi took the child and laid him in her bosom, and 

became his nurse. The women of the neighborhood gave him a name, 

saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.” They named him Obed; he 

became the father of Jesse, the father of David.  
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

Anthem      

 Love Bade Me Welcome                 Roland Martin (b. 1955)  
 

Love bade me welcome: yet my soul drew back, guilty of dust and sin. 

But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack from my first entrance in, 

Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning if I lack’d anything. 

A guest, I answered, worthy to be here: Love said, you shall be. 

I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear, I cannot look on thee. 

Love took my hand, and smiling did reply, who made the eyes but I? 

Truth Lord, but I have marr’d them: let me shame go where it doth deserve. 

And know you not, says Love, who bore the blame? My dear, then I will serve. 

You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat: so I did sit and eat. 

                                                            — George Herbert (1593-1633) 

     

Sermon   Risky Relationships Joey Haynes 

 

Prayer of Intercession  Russ Dean 

 

Mission Offering  
Our November Mission Offering will go to the Hurricane Relief efforts still 

underway in NC in the aftermath of Hurricane Florence. These monies will be 

directed through the Alliance of Baptists to an Alliance church or agency in 

the area in most need of additional financial assistance. 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  
 

Offertory  
 Cantabile    Louis Vierne (1870-1937)  

 

*Doxology                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 

           Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One! 

           Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  

*Prayer of Dedication  Amy Jacks Dean 

 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 #306, The Church of Christ, in Every Age WAREHAM 

 

Meditation of Commitment 

Trust because you are willing to accept the risk, not because it's safe or 

certain.  

          — Anonymous  

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Choral Response  

 Oseh Shalom          Benjie Ellen Schiller (b. 1958) 
 

 May the one who makes peace in the heavens descend on us  

and the world will say: Amen. 

 

Postlude 
 Processional  William Mathias (1934-1992)  

  

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  

A Note About Today’s Anthem 

Mystical/metaphysical poet George Herbert was born into a wealthy family in in 

Wales and was raised in Great Britain. He went to Trinity College, Cambridge, 

with the intention of becoming a priest, but became the university’s public  

orator, a position which gained him recognition by King James I. He eventually 

was ordained in the Church of England after serving in Parliament for several 

years.  His poetry appears in Latin, Greek, and English, and all his surviving 

English poems are characterized by direct expression, and, in the metaphysical 

manner, the likeness is of function rather than visual. Richard Baxter said, 

"Herbert speaks to God like one that really believeth in God, and whose  

business in the world is most with God. Heart-work and heaven-work make up 

his books." Composer Roland E. Martin is a member of the Music Faculty of the 

University at Buffalo where he teaches organ, harpsichord and piano. Since  

November of 1992 he has been Director of Music for St. Joseph's University 

Church in Buffalo. An active composer and conductor, he is the recipient of two 

"Meet the Composer" grants. Mr. Martin was also honored with two Pennsylvania 

State Council of the Arts grants, and two Alcoa Arts Endowment awards for 

commissioned compositions. This setting was commissioned for the 1998  

Sewanee Church Music Conference. 

Risk 

Deacon of the Week: Debbie Brown 

Debbie not only serves as Deacon, but you will find her serving in many other 

capacities as well. She leads our Senior Exercise Group twice a week and is 

also active in facilitating our Babylon Connection Group. Debbie also works 

with our Intergenerational Team to plan events for the church family.  

Debbie’s partner in life is Dona Leonard. 

Community Garden Update  

Johnny Doyle and Alan Eakes have almost single-handedly maintained our  

community garden, but after eight years of backbreaking work, they are taking a 

step back. The Al Wilson Community Garden has contributed several thousand 

pounds of fresh produce to the Loaves and Fishes food pantry. We do not want to 

have to plow the garden under, but we must have some new hands and hearts  

involved if we want to maintain this ministry. A work day has been scheduled for 

Saturday, November 17, beginning at 9:00 AM. We are inviting all  

church members to join us. We will work, and take some time to discuss the future 

of this little patch of ground. We would like to get an idea of how many will come, 

and who shares interest in the garden.  

Please let Russ know: russ@parkroadbaptist.org.  

Flowers are placed in worship today in loving memory of Mary McGowan,  

our beloved Mother, Grandmother, and Great-Grandmother, by her family. 

 This weekend marks the first anniversary of Mary’s death. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Baxter

