
November 14, 2018 

COMING UP 
 

November 15 
Very Special People (VSP) 

Senior Adult Lunch and Program 
Noon 

November 17 
Community Garden Work and  

Team Meeting 
9:00a 

November 18  
Couples Retreat Follow Up Date 

Lunch and Labyrinth 
Noon 

November 20 
Coffee and Kibitz 

10:00a 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
First United Methodist Church 

501 North Tryon Street 
7:00p 

November 21 
NO WEDNESDAY dinner or activities  

Friends at Home 
Robin Owen 

766 Marsh Road #1 
Charlotte, NC 28209 

(704) 900-6435 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

It’s The Most Wonderful Time of the Year . . .  
 

. . . or so they say! Here’s a note from our Advent Decorating Guru, Ken  

Reynolds, followed by a full Advent and Christmas Church Calendar of  

Opportunities. 
 

From Ken: It’s Time to Decorate!  

Only a few months ago, it seems, we took all Advent decorations down and 

stored them in the attic, but it has been 11months. The first Sunday of Advent 

is December 2, so we need to get the church in season to celebrate on Saturday, 

December 1. 
 

We would like to invite everyone to come by the church to help. Decorating will 

begin at 9:30a, and there is a lot to do. We will need to move trees and  

decorations to the buildings where they belong, all wreaths and bows will need to 

be “fluffed and puffed,” wreaths will then need to be hung around the entire 

campus and sanctuary, lights, and Chrismons will need to be taken out of all  

storage boxes, poinsettias will need to be unwrapped and carried from the back 

hall way into the sanctuary. Sounds like a lot to do, right? You are correct, and 

the more people who show up to help the sooner we will have the campus ready 

for the Advent season. No special skills are required—just a desire to help. Set 

Up Saturday is an amazing opportunity to come together as a community to pre-

pare our hearts and minds for the season. 
 

Also, anyone going to find the Chrismon Tree is invited to meet at The Golden 

Corral on South Boulevard at 7:30a to enjoy a hardy breakfast before cutting, 

loading, and carrying the tree into the sanctuary. Those assisting in decorating 

may want to eat breakfast together will meet at 8:00a at Caribou at Park Road 

Shopping Center. 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Ken Reynolds at  

704-819-5063.   

Advent/Christmas 2018 at PRBC 
 

December 1—Decoration Day (7:30a Golden Corral on 

South Boulevard before getting the tree;  8:00a at Caribou 

in Park Road Shopping Center breakfast before working at 

church; 9:00a) Everyone meet at church to decorate. 

December 2—Advent 1, 11:00a Theme: “Singing with 

Mary – Praise” (Children sing in worship.); Noon Greetings 

and Grace (Many of you have participated in some form of 

a program called "Breaking Bread," where families are 

grouped together to share meals. We want to begin Advent 

with an abbreviated form of this good program. Come on  

December 2 ready to throw your name into the hat and to 

be paired with a small group of PR members. At the  

conclusion of worship, we will read the assigned groups, 

who will then travel together to a local restaurant to get to 

know one another as they share one meal together.); 5:00p  

ADVENTure (Families come together to make Advent -

themed crafts); 7:00p Moravian Love Feast Service at 

Queens.   

December 2,4,6—Charlotte Family Housing (Volunteers 

are needed to provide meals for the families staying at  

Elizabeth House. We provide the evening meal for 10-12 

people, including children and deliver it between 5:30p- 

6:00p. Sign-up on the website or contact Dan if you can 

help.) 

December 8—10:30a Men’s Shelter Lunch; 5:30p Youth  

Progressive Dinner; Room in the Inn (Another season of 

Room in the Inn begins on Saturday, December 8! There 

are lots of ways to participate from setting up beds, to  

preparing meals, providing transportation, staying overnight 

and more! Park Road will host our homeless neighbors on 

the 2nd and 4th Saturday nights from December through 

March. See the Sign-up Genius on our website to  

volunteer.)  

December 9—Advent 2, 11:00a Theme: “Singing with 

Mary – Perspective”; 7:00p Deacon Christmas Party 

December 12—6:00p Christmas Banquet (Children sing.) 

December 13—11:00a-1:00p Senior Adult Drop-In at the 

home of the Heatons 

December 16—Advent 3, 11:00a Theme: “Singing with 

Mary – Magnificat” Sanctuary Choir Music 

December 19—5:00p Fun Food Wednesday at Fahrenheit 

Restaurant uptown 

December 20—Noon – Very Special People (VSP) 

December 21—5:00p Festival of Gifts; Youth Lock-In  

following the Season of Gifts service project 

December 22—Room in the Inn 

December 23—Advent 4, 11:00a Theme: “Singing with 

Mary – Promise” (Children sing in worship.) 

December 24—5:00p Christmas Eve Worship with  

Communion, Theme: “Singing with Mary – Parable” 

December 29—9:00a Take Down/Undecorate 
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Monthly Mission Offering 

In October, Park Road raised $847.92 for Friendship 

Trays to provide nourishing meals at home for folks who 

have difficulty preparing meals for themselves. Our  

November offering will be used to help the flood victims 

who suffered loss due to Hurricane Florence. Thank you 

for giving so generously! 

Couples Retreat Follow Up  

Follow Up Date #1: Loving with All our Soul 

At our recent retreat, focusing on loving one another with 

“heart, soul, mind, and strength,” we planned four follow 

up dates. The first will be next Sunday, November 18. 

Even if you did not attend the retreat, but would like to 

join in for these dates, you are welcome. Couples will 

gather after church, divide into small groups, have lunch 

together, locally, and then each group will travel to a 

nearby prayer labyrinth to talk about the ancient,  

meditative method of walking the labyrinth. To help us 

prepare, please email Russ if you would like to  

participate: russ@parkroadbaptist.org. 

Cuba Mission Trip 

Our team will travel to visit our partner church in Cuba, 

March 8—12.  There are 8 people signed up to go with a 

couple of open spots still remaining. If you’re interested 

in joining this trip or would like more information, please 

let Dan know by the December 1 deadline. 

Back Pack Snack Success—1200+ Bags of Food 

Many hands make the work go faster! Now children will 

have food for the weekends!  

Community Garden Update 

Johnny Doyle and Alan Eakes have almost  

single-handedly maintained our community garden, but 

after eight years of backbreaking work, they are taking a 

step back. The Al Wilson Community Garden has  

contributed several 

thousand pounds of 

fresh produce to the 

Loaves and Fishes 

Food Pantry. We do 

not want to have to 

plow the garden  

under, but we must 

have some new 

hands and hearts involved if we want to maintain this 

ministry. A work day has been scheduled for Saturday, 

November 17, beginning at 9:00a. We are inviting all 

church members to join us. We will work and take some 

time to discuss the future of this little patch of ground. 

We would like to get an idea of how many will come and 

who shares interest in the garden. Please let Russ know: 

russ@parkroadbaptist.org.  

Campus Nurse 

Please remember that Katie Welch is on our campus every 

Thursday morning from 10a-11a. She is here to speak 

with you about any questions you have, check your blood 

pressure, take your pulse, etc. If you have a question for 

Katie, please call the church office, and we can put you in 

touch with her. 

November Fun Food Friday 

Our next eating outing will be to the well-established and 

beloved Vietnamese restaurant, Lang Van. Since this  

restaurant is just around the corner from Aldersgate  

Retirement Community, we are going to swing by there 

first. Russ's aunt and uncle, residents at Aldersgate, will 

give us a tour of a new facility there and some spectacular 

wood- turning that was crafted by a local artisan. We will 

leave at 10a and return to the church by 2p. Please call 

the office and let us know you are planning to go. 

Hurricane Florence Mission Trip 

More details and stories to come, but many thanks to Laura 

Baxley, Bob Claire, 

Dan McClintock, 

and Peggy  

McIntyre for being 

our hands and feet 

and hearts in the 

cleanup efforts 

from Hurricane 

Florence! 


