
Meditation 
Patience is not a virtue typically associated with twenty-first century Western 

culture. Too much is happening to us, around us, and through us to be patient. 

We must accomplish something, respond to the situation, engineer a new 

solution. Even our religious heritage has not always endeared us to the practice 

of patience. It has often been associated with silent suffering, self-abnegation, 

resignation, and submission, qualities uninviting to contemporary spiritual 

sensibilities. To recover the steely, courageous, and active character of 

patience portrayed in Scriptures is deeply countercultural in both the world 

and the church. 

          — John S. Mogabgab 
 

Welcome   Russ Dean 
 

Music for Preparation   
 Prelude on Rhosymedre           Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)  

     

Lighting of the Worship Candle Acolyte 
  

Chiming of the Hour 
  

*Processional Hymn  
 #419, Now Thank We All Our God  NUN DANKET  

 

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Dwayne Baxley 

My God, who sought me when I fled from you, Spirit of Grace, who has been 

with me to this day, my support in all my miseries, 

Give me patience. 

Lord, when I am in need, 

Give me patience. 

Lord, when I suffer, and cannot sleep, 

Give me patience. 

Lord, when my spirit is desolate, 

Give me patience. 

Lord, when I am on the point of falling, 

When I cannot subdue my spirit, 

When through tribulation I am weary of life, 

Give me patience. 

When I feel myself a burden to myself and others, 

When all seems dark around me, 

When in spite of my efforts I fall again and again into the same faults, 

Give me patience 

When my soul is overcome by fear, 

Give me patience, Lord. 

 — Adapted Episcopal Litany of Worship  

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession  Dan McClintock 

   

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Patient God, we are a people in a hurry. We confess to you that we 

value faster more than deeper, and getting there more than growing. 

We miss the daisies on our way to the art museum, the wren’s song 

on our way to the concert. God, we miss the child on the way to the 

adult. We only know how to wait with our fingers tapping. We hurry to 

do things ourselves, God, because we find your steady, deliberate 

slowness irritating and scary. Teach us to trust you so we can learn 

how to wait. Amen. 

     — Janice Jean Springer  
 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

Congregational Response   

 O Savior, Let Me Walk with You MARYTON 

Teach me your patience; let me be 

In closer, dearer company, 

In work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 

In trust that triumphs over wrong. 
 

Children’s Time     Russ Dean 

Scripture Lesson  I Samuel 1.4-20 Emily Neeriemer 

On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife 

Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a 

double portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her 

womb. Her rival used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the 

Lord had closed her womb. So it went on year by year; as often as she 

went up to the house of the Lord, she used to provoke her. Therefore 

Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband Elkanah said to her, 

“Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your heart sad? 

Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 

After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented 

herself before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside 

the doorpost of the temple of the Lord. She was deeply distressed and 

prayed to the Lord, and wept bitterly. She made this vow: “O Lord of 

hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your servant, and remember 

me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your servant a male 

child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 

death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall 

touch his head.” As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed 

her mouth. Hannah was praying silently; only her lips moved, but her 

voice was not heard; therefore Eli thought she was drunk. So Eli said to 

her, “How long will you make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Put away 

your wine.” But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply 

troubled; I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been 

pouring out my soul before the Lord. Do not regard your servant as a 

worthless woman, for I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and 

vexation all this time.” Then Eli answered, “Go in peace; the God of 

Israel grant the petition you have made to him.” And she said, “Let your 

servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her quarters, 

ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no 

longer. 

They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they 

went back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and 

the Lord remembered her. In due time Hannah conceived and bore a 

son. She named him Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the 

Lord.” 
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

Anthem      

 Hymn of Promise                              Natalie Sleeth (1930-1992)  
 

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; 

In cocoons, a hidden promise; butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter, there’s a spring that waits to be, 

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 

There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody; 

There’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 

From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery, 

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 

In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity. 

In our double, there is believing; in our life, eternity. 

In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory, 

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

                                                            — Natalie Sleeth (1985) 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 

           Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One! 

           Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One! 
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Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  

Sermon   In the Barren Places  Joey Haynes 
 

Prayer of Intercession  Amy Jacks Dean 
 

Mission Offering  Dan McClintock 

Our November Mission Offering will go to the Hurricane Relief efforts still 

underway in NC in the aftermath of Hurricane Florence. These monies will be 

directed through the Alliance of Baptists to an Alliance church or agency in the 

area in most need of additional financial assistance. 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  
 

Offertory  
 Even Song                          Kate Boundy (1866-1913)  
 

*Doxology                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

*Prayer of Dedication  Dan McClintock 
 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 #423, Great Is Your Faithfulness TUNE IN ALL CAPS 

 

Meditation of Commitment 

Have patience with everything unresolved in your heart and try to love the 

questions themselves.  

         — Rilke  

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Choral Response  

 Oseh Shalom          Benjie Ellen Schiller (b. 1958) 

 May the one who makes peace in the heavens descend on us  

and the world will say: Amen. 
 

Postlude 
 Chaconne  Louis Couperin (c. 1626-1661) 

 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  

Patience 

Deacon of the Week—Dwayne Baxley 

Dwayne and Laura Baxley have been members at Park Road for more than 

two decades. A technology expert, Dwayne’s company manages our office 

copier. Needless to say, we get excellent and personal service when 

problems arise! Dwayne has been actively involved – every time the door is 

open – in leadership through our Administration Committee and Diaconate. 

Most importantly Dwayne is the father of Brooks. 


