
That first Thanksgiving… is a myth. You do know that, don’t you? 

They didn’t really sit down, the Pilgrims and the Native Americans, happy as clams, 

to share a feast of turkey, dressing, cranberry relish and your 17 aunts’ favorite 

casserole dishes. And it wasn’t 1621, the end of the Pilgrim’s first year. The first 

“Thanksgiving” was declared by Gov. John Winthrop in 1637. A group of colonial 

volunteers had just returned from an exploration of what is now Connecticut, a trip 

that resulted in the massacre of 700 Pequot people… 

Happy Thanksgiving. 

This morning I’ve been reading about how this happy festival came to be, and how, 

after that auspicious beginning, Abe Lincoln first shared the idea of the Native 

Americans and the Pilgrims getting along well enough to share a feast together. 

(They didn’t get along that well, and there was never enough food to call any meal a 

feast.) The setting was civil war, and the President thought the nation needed some 

healing (“What could I do to bring the nation together…?”), so “Honest Abe” sort of 

fudged the facts. Unlike today, there were no fact checkers. Like today, the facts 

don’t seem to matter too much – so an official Thanksgiving holiday was born. 

Thanks to elementary school textbooks printed after WWII, images of that feast are 

now permanently sealed. 

As you prepare to carve up the annual, sacrificial bird, I thought I’d share these 

happy thoughts with you, along with a couple suggestions for celebrating.  

First, by all means, celebrate! We need it. All of our celebrations and holidays, 

secular and religious, have long histories, and sometimes come to us by the most 

circuitous, tortured routes. But the need to celebrate – and the impetus to say 

Thank You – is an integral human reflex and a necessary response for human health. 

So, gather round, and let the Thanksgivings fly! 

But, as you celebrate, let’s learn to be honest. History, like the human soul, is 

complex. Let’s learn to celebrate with both eyes open, acknowledging the good and 

the bad. That recognition 

will tie our feasting to the 

realities around us and 

can make us aware of the 

need to apply the same 

kind of honesty today. 

So… Happy Meleagris 

gallopao… (Happy  

Turkey Day!) we need  

the celebration and we 

need the honesty, today! 
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COMING UP 
 

Sunday, November 27 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00 Worship 

Advent I: As If...We Really Did Hope 

Deacon of the Week: Gina Helt 

5:00p Christ Centered Yoga Class 
 

Wednesday, November 30 
5:30p Wednesday Night Fellowship 

Supper and Activities 

Milford Dialogue Conclusion:  

“What the Church Can Do?” 

A Time for Reflection and Response 
 

Thursday, December 1 
7:00p Hospice Memorial Service 

 

Saturday, December 3 
All morning: Decoration Day 

 

Sunday, December 4 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00 Worship 

Advent II: As If… 

We Really Believed in Peace 

Deacon of the Week: Bill Stewart 

5:00p Healing Oils Seminar 
 

Wednesday, December 7 
5:30p Christmas Banquet with 

Myers Park Jazz Band 

 

Remembering in Prayer 
Lydia Ingraham, Sardis Oaks  

Ken Kinnard, Sardis Oaks 
 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 
Jim Russell 

Charlotte Square, 5820 Carmel Road 

Charlotte, NC 28226  

Order Poinsettias and Support our Youth Group 

Each Sunday, you may order poinsettias in honor of or in memory of loved ones. The plants will 

decorate the Sanctuary during the Christmas season. A complete listing of honorees and memorials 

will be printed in the bulletin December 25. Poinsettias are $8 each, and all proceeds will support our 

Youth Group’s summer trips and programs.  

You may place your order in the narthex on Sunday mornings or call the church office before 

December 20. 

Giving THANKS for all these new members! 

L-R: Kat Glass… Bill and Susan Melson… Pat and Jo-Dee Collins    

Sandy Solomon and Kay Solomon (son and mother) … 

Welcome! 

History Comes Alive!  

Our CDC children learning to give thanks. 
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Thank You Park Road 

A note from Friendship Trays, July Mission Offering Recipient: 

Thank you for your contribution of $2,041 to Friendship Trays 

(through our monthly mission offering). We will always celebrate 

the thousands of people like you who have shaped Friendship 

Trays  . . . . Your continued help matters. 

A note from Martha Clinard: 

Thank you so much for your expressions of concern over the 

last months. You showered me with your prayers, calls, food, 

visits, as well as the beautiful prayer shawl. 

A note from Loaves & Fishes: 

Thank you for your generosity! The 2016 Garden Donations 

totaled 293 pounds of fresh vegetables. You have surely helped 

our neighbors in need. Thank you for your support. 

From Joey: In my home church in West Virginia, Martha Elmore 

was very involved with the children and youth when I was 

growing up. She was one of the first people I visited when Max 

Dower and I went to West Virginia to take flood supplies. This 

summer, the children’s Vacation Bible School offering raised 

$252 for Martha. I am thankful to be part of a community that 

is willing to go above and beyond to not only help those at 

Park Road and in the Charlotte community, but those in need 

in all corners of the world. 

A note from Martha: 

I want to express my thanks to you, Joseph, for thinking about 

me. I am so proud of the man of God you are becoming. I want 

to thank God for the blessings and angels he has sent my way 

everyday. I pray that you all receive a blessing as big as the one 

you gave me. May the Lord continue to bless and use your 

ministry. 

Charlotte Family Housing 

Thank you to everyone who responded to help with Charlotte 

Family Housing! We still need a volunteer to provide the meal 

for Tuesday evening, November 29. Everything else is 

covered. (Sign up on our website) 

Gifts Fit for a King—The Healing Oils of the Bible 

Have you ever wondered why the Wise Men brought 

Frankincense and Myrrh to the birth of Jesus?  Come join 

Jo-Dee Collins as she leads us through the Bible and how oils, 

incense and plants were used for healing body, mind and soul. 

We will also learn how the gift of these natural medicines were 

slowly and methodically removed from our everyday practice 

and faith. You will have the chance to smell, taste and 

experience 12 oils, even create your own blend to take home. 

This is a perfect way to use our senses in our Advent 

preparation on Sunday, December 4 at 5p. Call Amy or church 

office  if you plan to attend in order to have enough supplies. 

Basketball League Starting 

Brian Hedgepeth is organizing a team of 5 and 6 

year-olds for church league play. Practice will be 

Tuesday nights with games on Saturdays. The $100 

registration fee covers the league cost and jerseys. 

If you have questions, please contact Brian at 704-909-8275 

or Russ russ@parkroadbaptist.org. 

Sedgefield Elementary News 

Volunteers Needed for Book Fair 

December 1-12—can you help? You 

may sign up to volunteer: http://

www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c0b4caaae2daafe3-sedgefield.  

Sedgefield Gift Shop  

The holiday gift program has changed. 

This year, the school will set up a 

“store” where families can purchase 

gifts they wish to buy for their family at greatly reduced 

prices. This approach has the advantage of allowing 

families to purchase gifts of their choice very 

inexpensively, and it also raises money for school projects 

such as field trips.  

The school is asking for donations of preselected specific 

items such as dolls or games. If you would like to donate 

either individually or through your Connection Group, 

contact Dan for a copy of the gift list, or you may donate 

financially for items to be purchased and then sold at the 

Sedgefield Gift Shop. 

Annual Mission Trip to Cuba! 

Are you interested in going to visit our sister church at Carlos 

Rojas? Recently the church installed a new pastor, and the 

congregation would welcome the support and encouragement 

that our visit will provide. The trip will be President’s Day 

weekend, February 17-20. Direct flights from Charlotte to Cuba 

should make travel easier and more convenient. In order to have 

time to complete the visa process, please let Dan know today if 

you are interested in going!  

Joy of the fall-

2016 Youth 

Retreat 

supplies 

everyone with 

fun and 

togetherness. 

mailto:russ@parkroadbaptist.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4caaae2daafe3-sedgefield
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4caaae2daafe3-sedgefield
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4caaae2daafe3-sedgefield

