
I wish I had words for today, but I don’t. In a few hours, we will 

accompany our 18 year old son to vote in his first-ever election. Our 20 year old son 

voted absentee a couple of weeks ago in his first-ever election. At least they will be 

able to tell their grandchildren with great clarity all about the very first election in 

which they were eligible to vote. By the time you read this, we will know who the 

next President of the United States of America is. 

I hope?! I wish I had words, but I don’t. If you know me, 

then it is highly likely you know for whom I voted, 

though I have not spoken publicly. I respect the 

diversity of our congregation along theological and 

political lines too much to speak in partisan terms. That 

is different than being political. Jesus was political if he was anything – speaking 

Truth to Power and setting the secular officials on edge at every turn. So it is our job 

to be political: “of or relating to the government or the public affairs of a country.” 

If The Church isn’t interested in and speaking out on the public affairs of our 

country, then The Church is not doing its job. We are guided by a mandate to Love. 

That is clear. The consistent message of the Gospel is for the poor and oppressed. 

That is clear. We MUST be political if we are to make Love our aim in a world where 

there is great need. 

Now how we go about using Love to solve issues of our day as they relate to the poor 

and the oppressed – those that have no voice, the homeless and hungry and forgotten 

and incarcerated and undereducated with poor healthcare – that is partisan. In my 

better moments, I believe in the deep goodness of people in that what we want is for 

all people to live freely and fully. We differ in our beliefs about how to get there. 

I said I had no words and yet I’ve now used 355 of them! I think I feel that I have no 

words because so many of the words we have heard over the last months have been 

harsh and demeaning and just plain awful. I saw a video recently telling everyone – 

on the left and right to calm down – “you’re scaring the children!” In just a few short 

weeks, Advent will be upon us when we will focus on Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. We 

need these words to calm our fears.  

I will say that after we get some distance from this election, I plan to speak out about 

an issue that has arisen in this campaign cycle that needs our attention. How we 

speak about, think about, and even internalize how we view women needs to be 

addressed from a theological perspective. We need to have a women’s retreat on this– 

how we view our own bodies and what that has to say to our daughters AND our sons. 

However, this conversation will not just be for women, so I plan to preach a few 

sermons about this topic as well. What I have to say has nothing to do with either 

candidate, it’s just that his words and her presence have called us all to consider our 

own theology around what it means to be a woman. And this woman preacher does 

have some words for that.  

Let’s let the dust settle a bit. And let’s begin – even now, no matter the outcome– 

to lean into Hope and work for Peace and experience Joy that we might learn to 

Love better. 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul  

November 9, 2016 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

COMING UP 
 

 

Wednesday, November 9 
5:30p Wednesday Night Fellowship 

Supper and Activities 

Milford Dialogue “Four Theories of 

Justice,” Dr. Ken Godwin, Speaker 
 

Thursday, November 10 
7:00a Men’s Bible Study 

 

Sunday, November 13 
Deacon of the Week: Debbie Brown 

9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Christ-Centered Yoga Class 
 

Tuesday, November 15 
10:00 Coffee and Kibitz 

 

Wednesday, November 16 
5:30p Wednesday Night Fellowship 

Supper and Activities 

Milford Dialogue “Justice in American 

Life,” Parks Helms, Speaker 
 

Thursday, November 17 
12:00p VSP 

 

Remembering in Prayer 
Lydia Ingraham, Mecklenburg  

Health & Rehabilitation Center, 

2415 Sandy Porter Road  
 

Sympathy is Extended  
to the Family of Billie Earthman. 

who died November 7 
 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 
Marjorie Walker 

19 Kaylor Drive 

Arden, NC  28704 

828-684-7782 

Jesus was political 

if he was anything – 

Milford Dialogue Continues . . . 

Last Wednesday night we had a wonderful introduction to our series, “Justice in 

American Life.” Dr. Steve Shooemaker provided an insightful introduction to this 

important if often misunderstood topic. Tomorrow night, we’ll have dinner at 5:30p and 

then at 6:30p Dr. Ken Godwin will present four different theories of justice that have 

been proposed over the centuries by some of humanity’s great thinkers. This overview will 

be a helpful way to begin thinking more specifically about justice before Parks Helms 

provides a discussion, November 16, on the practice of justice in our society. After a 

Thanksgiving break, we will conclude the series with a congregational discussion and 

some thoughts from Russ Dean on the Church’s role in executing justice, personally and 

nationally. Please make your plans to join us for this timely and informative series. 
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Party On with BABYLON! 

Please join us for our fourth wine & cheese event  

Connect with us as individuals and as a group 

And feel welcome to bring your favorite wine or cheese 

Friday, November 18, 2016 

6:30-8:30P 

At Merrilee Fellows’ home 

1339 Drexel Place 

DO drop in! 

Charlotte Family Housing 

Park Road will serve at Elizabeth House, November 27 - 

December 1. Volunteers are needed to provide the evening 

meals on Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday and overnight hosts 

are needed each night Sunday through Thursday. Sign up  

on the church’s website at www.parkroadbaptist.org/sign-up- 

to-help/. 

Annual Mission Trip to Cuba! 

Are you interested in going to visit our sister church at Carlos 

Rojas? Recently the church installed a new pastor, and the 

congregation would welcome the support and encouragement 

that our visit will provide. The most likely dates for the trip 

will be President’s Day weekend, February 17-20. Direct 

flights from Charlotte to Cuba should make travel easier and 

more convenient. Contact Dan if you are interested in going. 

Plan to attend a short informational meeting on Wednesday 

evening, November 16 at 7:30p. 

Alternative Holiday Market 

After worship on Sunday, November 20, plan to stay for a 

potluck lunch and do some early Christmas Shopping! A 

variety of charitable organizations will offer unique gifts for 

the holidays. Not only will you have an opportunity to 

purchase beautiful hand-made items, but also you’ll be 

supporting a wonderful cause. 

Saturday 
evening, 35 of 
our members 

enjoyed an 
evening of 

fun and 
games. Pizza, 
popcorn and 

soft drinks 
nourished the 

attendees so 
they could 

continue 
to play. 

Sedgefield Gift Shop 

Sedgefield is changing the holiday gift 

program. In the past, the Family Advocate 

has asked us to adopt a family and to buy 

gifts for that family. This year, the school will 

set up a “store” where families can shop for 

the gifts they wish to buy at greatly reduced 

prices. This approach has the advantage of 

raising money for school projects such as field trips and, at the 

same time, allows families to purchase gifts very inexpensively. 

The school is asking for donations of specific items such as 

dolls or games that have been preselected. If you would like to 

donate either individually or through your Connection Group, 

contact Dan for a copy of the gift list or to donate financially so 

that items may be purchased. 

41st Annual  

Citywide Interfaith 

Thanksgiving Service 

On Tuesday 

November 22, MeckMin 

will present the 41st 

Annual Citywide 

Interfaith Thanksgiving 

Service.  

The service will be hosted by Providence Baptist Church at 

4921 Randolph Road and begins at 7p. The program will 

feature an Interfaith Adult Choir and clergy representing all 

faith groups in Charlotte. A reception will follow at 8:15p. 

http://www.parkroadbaptist.org/sign-up-to-help/
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