
From the pastors’ Heart & Soul  

October 12, 2016 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

COMING UP 
 

Wednesday, October 12 
5:30p Wednesday Night Fellowship 

Supper and Activities 
 

Thursday, October 13 
7:00a Men’s Bible Study 

 

Sunday, October 16 
AMP Team Member in  

CC Foyer to answer questions  

9:00a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00 Worship 

1:00p Registration begins for 

CROP Walk; walk begins at 2:30p. 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga Class 
 

Tuesday, October 18 
10:00a Coffee and Kibitz 

 

Wednesday, October 19 
5:30p Wednesday Night Fellowship 

Supper and Activities 
 

Friday, October 21 
7-9p Young Adult Connection Group 

 

Sunday, October 23 
9:00a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00 Worship 

Church Vote on AMP 
 

Remembering in Prayer 
Lydia Ingraham CMC Main 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 
Sarah (Lou) Smith 

Carillon of Huntersville 

250 Commerce Center Drive 

Huntersville, NC 28078 

704-230-3175 

Until the NC Legislature voted House Bill 2 into law, many of us had given little 

attention to the “T” in LGBT. In my Pentecost sermon, “Too Much of a Good Thing: A 

Transgender Challenge for Pentecost,” I suggested the issue, which had become the 

lightning rod for HB2, was a new challenge for even the most progressive among us. 

As our deacons learned in a training session recently, with homosexuals having gained 

a modicum of acceptance in our country, the transgender community is on the 

defensive. With a nascent legitimacy bought by the legalization of gay marriage and the 

increasingly public “coming out” of national leaders and 

celebrities (not to mention pastors and parents and 

neighbors and children) and the firestorm, falsely directed 

to the bathroom issue, transpeople are increasingly 

scrutinized as our most perverse pariahs. In the sad, 

timeless, (in)human(e) need to stigmatize and ostracize 

and label and define and fear and condemn those who are 

different from us, in our quest for superiority-through-

alienation, a divide between LGB and T is even beginning 

to show. 

That Sunday night’s program speaker for our deacon training session was Parker, 

whose “preferred pronouns are ‘they, them, and their.’” “Assigned female” at birth, 

Parker understands gender more like an amorphous sphere than two binary points on a 

distinct line. They see themself “out here” (pointing to the edge of that imaginary 

sphere) rather than anywhere along a typically gendered line of male and female. 

(Honestly, I had less trouble with the gender identity conversation than with their 

multiple ear gages, nose rings and tattoos – and the grammar of that whole “my 

preferred pronouns” thing! I mean, Parker was a wonderful speaker, their presentation 

was non-defensive and clarifying and insightful, but when I tell you about it, do I say, 

“They was a great speaker…“ or “They were”!?) 

So Parker shared their story: assigned female at birth, a gender definition that didn’t 

match the gender identity that began to unfold in their early childhood, Parker now 

understands themself as bisexual, transgender – and quite normal, well-adjusted, 

happy. (Transgender doesn’t mean “transitioning” from one gender to another. It 

means transgender as opposed to cisgender [one whose anatomy and gender identity 

match one’s gender expression].) But when Parker came out as trans, their father 

stopped speaking to Parker – even though he is gay! 

The oppressed become the oppressors. 

If this is all difficult for you to wrap your head around, well, get in line! Our deacons 

are just in front of you. But empathy is not dependent upon understanding, just on 

“being with.” Compassion just depends on community. And these people, who have 

always been with us (many cultures actually name third and fourth genders) are not 

going away. In fact, in the beauty of a democracy that offers “life, liberty and the 

pursuit of happiness” to all, the Parkers of our world (and our neighborhood and, one 

day, our church) will become more and more visible. 

The question is just how long it will take for us to actually welcome them. 

And in the bold conviction of Christian freedom, which even exceeds the freedom of a 

civic democracy, the Church learns to say, “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality…” – that nothing God has made is “unclean” (Acts 10). 

So, if Parker shows up some Sunday at Park Road, I hope you will join our deacons in 

saying, “They is all welcome here!” 

In the sad, timeless, 

(in)human(e) need to 

stigmatize and 

ostracize and label and 

define and fear . . . 

Deacon of the Week  

October 9 Ann Miles 

Though Ann and George Miles 

have only been members at Park 

Road for a few years, they have 

quickly became an integral part 

of our life and ministry. They lead 

our Abundant Grace Connection 

Group on Sunday mornings. Ann 

is a Deacon and the Chair of our 

Outreach Team — who sponsored the “Meet and Greet” 

following worship last Sunday. Ann is also the mother of 

member Daniel Miles and the grandmother of Andra. We are 

grateful for the many ways the Miles families are contributing 

to Park Road. 

Deacon of the Week 

October 16  

Linda Hefner 

While no one is literally 

irreplaceable in any 

organization, Linda Hefner 

comes pretty close! She’s a 

life-long member and has 

been active in many avenues 

of leadership – especially in 

our Bereavement/Receptions 

Team and as the founder as 

well as consistently active 

with the Sedgefield Backpack Snack program. Linda is about 

as indigenous a Park Roadian as you’ll ever find, and we’re 

grateful for all she does for this community. 
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Proposed 2017 Annual Ministry Plan 

Operating Budget  

Spiritual Development Ministry Area  $21,325 

PRBC Community Ministry Area  $4,550 

Communications Ministry Area $4,900 

Resources Ministry Area $543,629 

 Administration  $160,950 

 Personnel  $382,679 

Missions Budget (8.6% of Operating Budget)   $49,399 

TOTAL AMP  $623,803 

Note: This total represents a 1% increase over 2016 

Schedule 

Sunday October 16 – AMP Team Member in CC Foyer  

           before Sunday School to answer questions  

Wednesday, October 19 – AMP Presentation 

Sunday, October 23 – Church vote on AMP 

October 23 – November 20 – Pledge Period 

New Yoga Opportunity at PRBC 

Some may say: “I am so inflexible, there is no way I can take a 

yoga class.” There is no perfect pose, just your personal 

expression. Christ-centered yoga can teach us that every breath 

we draw in can be sacred; every movement can be offered as an 

act of thanksgiving and praise. Beginning Sunday, October 16 

at 5:00p, Jo-Dee Collins will offer Christ-centered yoga classes 

at Park Road. These classes are for ages teen and beyond, all 

abilities and experience levels. Join in this opportunity to 

explore how to dynamically tie your personal faith with your 

physical self. It is recommended that you wear comfortable 

fitting clothing that fits well enough to stay in place (i.e, shirts 

that don’t fall to your head while bent over), water bottle, a yoga 

mat (but mats will be available to borrow in case you don’t have 

one), an open and gracious heart!! 

Your Capital Campaign  

Dollars at Work 

The foundation on the 

columbarium side of our sanctuary 

has been settling for many years. 

In the last several years the crack 

has expanded to the point that 

action needed to be taken. Last 

week workers installed 12 supports 

around the corner of the sanctuary 

and lifted the foundation back into 

place. All of the cracks have 

closed. Now that this repair has 

been completed, we are ready for the next phase of the 

installation of our new HVAC system. More details to come. 

Beds for the Board 

Would you be willing to host some of the Board members for 

the Baptist Peace Fellowship Board meeting? The dates are 

October 20-22. Sardis Baptist Church is the host congregation, 

and they need assistance with housing and transportation. 

Please let me know if you would be willing to have 1 or more 

in your home for 2 nights. They meet 8a to 9p - so literally 

they just need a place to lay their head and a ride to and from 

Sardis Baptist.  

Amy 

On his knees... 

Bob Clare and a 

few of his helpers 

have been busy at 

work preparing the 

memorial garden 

which is the first of 

12 defined areas 

on our campus in 

our new 

landscaping master 

plan. A gift from 

the estate of Mary 

Edens funded this 

garden, which will 

memorialize all 

who have made legacy gifts to Park Road and will be dedicated 

on Sunday, October 30. 

Our campus partners gathered for lunch on Friday, October 7 

and enjoyed getting to know one another better. The lunch 

included members of The Counseling Center at Charlotte, the 

Arc of Mecklenburg, the Prime Timers, Insight Meditation and 

our church staff. The CDC, Mecklenburg Ministries, and the 

Burmese representatives were unable to attend. 

“Getting to Know You” 


