
October 18, 2017 

 

COMING UP 

Dinner: 5:30p; Children, Youth and 

Adult Programs 6:30p; 

Choir Rehearsal 7:30p 

Call for reservations by TUESDAY. 
 

Thursday, October 19 
Noon 

VSP Lunch and Program  
 

Sunday, October 22 
Sunday Morning Connection Groups 

Meet together in the Community 

Center with Jerry Drino 
 

Wednesday, October 25 
Parade of Costumes and Cake Walk 

Regular groups for adults 

Fall Festival Games for children 
 

Friday, October 27 
Trunk or Treat at the CDC 

4:00-5:00p 

 

Sunday, October 29 
Pizza Party and Pumpkin Patch 

For children 12:30-3:30p 
 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 
Shirley Murdock 

HAS MOVED 

Avante of Concord 

515 Lake Concord Road 

Concord, NC 28025 

704-262-4946 

 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

On October 1, Russ and I noted that the day marked 17 years as your Pastors. Many 

people may not even know that for the first 17 years of our ministry here, I have been 

3/4 time. But in August, our nest became empty. This past weekend we celebrated 

our baby’s nineteeth birthday. Next month we will celebrate our eldest’s twenty-first! 

You do the math—they were 2 and 4 when we arrived. I can say with all honesty—

time has flown by in ways that leave my head spinning. And with that empty nest 

settling in, in September, I officially took on the role of ministering with our children. 

With my children gone, I guess I just needed to join my life closer with the lives of 

our church’s children. My main work so far has been the Wednesday night 

programming for children and working with our children’s Sunday School teachers to 

get them started. And now I am beginning to think differently and creatively about 

the best ways to minister to children and families in this place. It will only take one 

fourth of my working hours, but I am excited about that quarter of my life as a 

Pastor. So let me outline for you an upcoming event in which I hope our children will 

participate. 
 

Historically, we have hosted a Fall Festival involving the whole church the 

Wednesday before Halloween. This year I want to abbreviate that event a bit and add 

something new. Parents will be getting a more detailed letter from me, but I thought 

the whole church should hear about what’s going on in case you have friends with 

young children who would like to be involved. 
 

Wednesday, October 25—Wear costumes to the Wednesday night program, and we 

will have a Parade of Costumes which is always fun. Russ will grill burgers and dogs 

and dessert will be supplied by the annual Cake Walk. (I need some cakes: who is in 

the baking mood? Let me know!) All of this will take place from 5:30-6:30. 

Beginning at 6:30, adults will have their regular learning opportunities, and the 

children will take their fun and games and music to the children’s building. 
 

Sunday, October 29—Children and their families are invited to stay after church for 

a pizza party. Then parents can take a few hours of free time on Sunday afternoon 

and let me have your children for a trip to the pumpkin patch. We will take the 

church buses (I do need 2 more parent volunteers to go with us!) and pick our 

pumpkins and then return to the church to decorate our pumpkins. Children will be 

ready to be picked up at 3:30. Lunch will be provided, and the only cost will be the 

minimal cost for the pumpkin. 
 

It’s been awhile since I’ve been to the pumpkin patch. It had also been awhile since 

I had used glitter, and, funny enough, it came right back to me just like riding a 

bike. I did have to watch a YouTube video to figure out the popsicle stick craft for 

the 10 commandments, but I did it. In other words, my own children may be grown 

men by now, but I still remember how important, to their development, was picking 

pumpkins and using glitter and popsicle sticks to learn the stories of the Bible. 
 

The Church is one resource for parents to use in the faith development portion of a 

child’s life. I am excited about working with our parents in the spiritual formation of 

our children—for it takes a village to Raise them Right. I am excited to be actively 

involved in this village. Thank you, Park Road, for giving me this 

opportunity to fill my nest a little. 

From a pastor’s Heart & Soul  

CDC Book Fair 

Stop by during Wednesday night  

fellowship and check out our Book 

Fair. Great way to get some 

holiday shopping complete!   

   Mikah Meyer - Professional Countertenor  

November 12 

11a service 

9:45a Adult Sunday School and Public Q & A 
 

As recently heard on NPR, professional countertenor singer and LGBT advocate, Mikah 

Meyer, will be at Park Road Church on November 12 as part of his world record, 3-year 

road trip to all 417 National Park Service sites. An openly gay pastor's son, Mikah has 

been living in a cargo van while traveling across the US for the past 19 months  

becoming the youngest person to visit the entirety of the National Park System. He uses 

the media and platform to share a message of acceptance for LGBT Christians. To keep 

this project going, he "sings for his supper" and receives donations to fuel him to the 

next park. Come hear about his ministry "Queer For Christ" and ask him questions about 

the parks during the 9:45a Forum, and hear him sing at the 11 o’clock service and at 

the “Meet and Greet” in the Narthex following worship. 
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Welcome, Joyce Williams 

We had introduced you to our new Administrative Assistant 

a few weeks ago. She was to begin work last week. 

Unfortunately, due to health issues, she let us know that 

she would not be able to join our staff. We were so 

disappointed. Then the phone rang last week and a most 

pleasant voice on the other end inquired about the job. 

She had been referred by our own Barry Burke. In a matter 

of a very few days, we interviewed and hired Joyce 

Williams who said she could start this week! The office is 

abuzz with celebration! Joyce is retired from years of 

Customer Care work with Bell South and ATT. She has 

also worked in a similar church role and has also just 

retired, again, as the Music Director of her church, 

Greenville Memorial AME Zion. Joyce brings years of 

Customer Care training, a smile that is wide, and a heart 

for the church!  

On the Table: An Interfaith Dialogue 

Join us for MeckMin’s On the Table event on October 25. 

The event will be held at Park Road Baptist Church, 

3900 Park Road in the gym from 11:00a to 12:30p. 

Lunch will be provided. 

Our topic is “The Opportunity Task Force Report’s 

Findings: What Role Can the Faith Community Play? An 

Interfaith Dialogue.” The report’s findings centered 

around—among other things—the lack of upward 

mobility (the fact that residents born poor in Charlotte 

are likely to die poor) and the city’s shortage of 

affordable housing units. It painted a picture of two 

Charlottes: one poor and minority and the 

other wealthy and white. 

Come out and join the conversation. 

Youth Group News 

The Youth had a great visit to the 

Baha'i Center of Charlotte with  

Mecklenburg Ministries Faithful Journey Program! 

On her first day, Joyce gets a welcoming hug from 

Beverly Doyle.  

Crossing the Line: A Race & Culture Workshop  

Date: Saturday, October 28 

Time: 9:00a - 1:30p 

Location: Park Road Baptist Church  

The Charlotte Church anticipates to starting a conversa-

tion of race, ethnicity, and culture within the church and 

discuss how these issues can influence and impact a 

church negatively if disciples are not properly informed 

and trained. The workshop will help church members 

build greater unity by helping them navigate difficult 

conversations, as well as equipping them with tools to 

help work through areas of cross-cultural conflict. 

Michael and MyCresha Burns from Minneapolis lead the 

workshops and will be in Charlotte to teach, preach, en-

lighten, educate, and remind participants of God’s plan 

to have one family made up of many nations and how 

believers are to “show up” in the world.  

Smilin’ and Stylin’ 

Annabelle smiled 

throughout her 

Dedication last Sunday 

sporting pink Chuck 

Taylor hightops. Cam 

and Chelsy Mitchell  

promised to raise her 

in the Way of Jesus, 

with the support of the 

children and her 

              church family. 


