
From the pastors’ Heart & Soul  

October 26, 2016 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

COMING UP 
 

Wednesday, October 26 
5:30p Wednesday Night Fellowship 

Supper and Fall Festival 
 

Thursday, October 27 
7:00a Men’s Bible Study 

 

Sunday, October 30 
Legacy Week 

9:00a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

Adults meet in chapel to hear 

LeDayne and Liza will share their 

commitment to work for others. 

11:00a Worship 

Deacon of the Week: Dona Leonard 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga Class 
 

Tuesday, November 1 
10:00a Coffee and Kibitz 

 

Wednesday, November 2 
5:30p Wednesday Night Fellowship 

Supper and Activities 

Milford Dialogue “Justice in American 

Life” Dr. Steven Shoemaker, Speaker 
 

Friday, November 4 
7-9p Young Adult Connection Group 

 

Sunday, November 6 
All Saints Sunday 

9:00a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 
 

Remembering in Prayer 
Lydia Ingraham CMC Main 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 
Mrs. O’Neal Starnes 

Legacy Heights, Room D-4 

11230 Ballantyne Trace Court 

Charlotte, NC 28277  

There’s no way to escape it, is there? It’s that season. They’re everywhere. The colors. 

The signs of the season. Just this morning, sitting at Chick-fil-A, there’s a guy wearing 

a business suit and a “Trump” baseball cap! 

It always happens, but this year it’s worse. The rallies are packed. The signs pollute 

every corner. The commercials are like white noise, filling the air with mud-colored 

static. The Twitter feeds and Facebook posts are jamming the system. 

Politics is in the air, and it’s crazy. 

I’m always amazed how worked-up some people get  

about campaigns. Candidates become rock stars, 

NASCAR drivers, Hollywood icons, and (otherwise) 

intelligent, sophisticated and modest people morph into 

screaming teenage fanatics. It’s amazing! National 

conventions have always been a puzzlement. People go 

stark-raving mad over their nominee. While the 

phenomenon is hard to believe, watching these gatherings makes it easy to see how 

the charismatic figures of history could manage illogical, suicidal control over crowds. 

(I’m not accusing any presidential candidate of being a Hitler or a Jim Jones, but I 

hope you understand my point. If you think that baseball hat looks good with your 

suit… or those 17 Hillary signs enhance your BMW… !) 

This year’s campaign has taken the “Cray” to a different level. (That’s the kids’ slang 

for crazy!) There’s the usual baseball-cap-wearing, rally-chanting, bumper-sticker 

Cray… but this year’s campaign has unleashed an angry spirit into the mix. Campaign 

Cray mystifies me, but the raging, divisive tone of this season frightens me. 

The language is extreme: “This is the most important election, ever.” “Our very future 

is at stake.” Really? We’ve survived as un-civil a war as has ever been fought, 

prohibition, two World Wars, the Great Depression, the Civil Rights movement, Cold 

War tensions, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and Presidents (on both sides of the aisle) who 

have led and lied, represented and misguided us, who have been known for character 

and corruption… almost as if they’re just human beings, almost as if being President 

doesn’t’ actually make you the Messiah, almost like no political party can actually 

purge someone of that destructive seed the rest of us struggle against. 

 With the election being put into almost apocalyptic terms, it’s easy to see how religion 

(through fanaticism) gets injected into the discourse. And if you don’t know how 

dangerous it is to claim that God has ordained your candidate for Divine Cause (or that 

the Devil is manipulating the opponent), then we need to talk. 

I was once told that I could preach any theological topic, but if I began to sound 

political… watch out… “ – because people care more about politics than religion. 

They’re more passionate about partisanship than faith.” 

Wow! What would happen if the Church could raise as much money… rally as many 

screaming fanatics… garner as much angry support against the injustices that are our 

real enemies? Until that day comes and until this election ends, let me encourage you 

to take a deep breath. Turn off talk radio. Do something simple today to help someone. 

Hope. 

And take off that baseball cap and remove those bumper stickers! There is salvation. 

But she or he isn’t it. 

Believe me. 

Do something  

(simple) today  

to help someone. 

Pledge Campaign Has Begun 

This week you will receive  

a pledge packet in the mail.  

Prayerfully consider  

how you can help us meet, or exceed,  

a 1% increase over 2016.  

Pledge cards are due  

“Commitment Sunday,” November 20. 
Lovely People, Lovely Scenery . . . On October 13, 

Russ took our Senior Adults to view the changing  

leaf colors of our beautiful NC mountains. 
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Welcome a New Face on Campus 

Our new Campus Partner Counseling Center at Charlotte has 

an addition to their staff: Torie Hory, Registered Nurse. She is 

available for appointments on Thursday mornings. She accepts 

Medicare, Medicaid, BCBS and otherwise is on a sliding scale 

for payment. 

Youth Please Note These Upcoming Events 

Wednesdays: 

October 26: Fall Festival. Youth, please help with the activities 

for the children. Let Joey know if you’ll join us. 

November 2 and 9: We’ll continue “Bible & Movies” by 

reading through the story of Moses and leading the Israelites 

out of Egypt. We’ll compare that with ”The Prince of Egypt.” 

November 16: We will spend time and play games with the 

residents at Southminster. Our group will leave PRBC at 6p 

and return by 7:30p. 

Sundays: 

October 23 and 30: Youth activities 5-6:30p at Park Road. 

November 6: Country Days Corn Maze. We will meet at PRBC 

at 4:45p. We will have hotdogs for dinner grilled over a 

bonfire! The price of the maze is $8. If we have at least 20 

paying, the price will drop to $6 per person. Please let Joey 

know if you will join us! 

November 13: Youth activities 5-6:30p. 

November 18-20: Fall Retreat! Please RSVP to Joey. Total cost 

is $100. Please pay $50 deposit by October 30. You can give 

your check to Joey or put it in the offering plate. Make checks 

payable to Park Road and write “Youth Fall Retreat” on memo 

line. We are still looking for a male and female chaperone.  

Help Wanted 

Park Road Baptist Church is seeking a coordinator for our 1st-

5th grade children’s ministry program. Seminary education is 

not required, but communication and coordination skills and a 

love for children are! The position is part time, approximately 

10 hours/week and focuses on Sunday mornings and 

Wednesday nights. In addition, two extra activities should be 

planned each semester (educational, missions or just plain 

fun), and leadership in summer Vacation Bible School and our 

children’s Camp Prism are also expected. For more 

information, please contact Russ Dean 

(russ@parkroadbaptist.org). 

Recently, the Abundant Grace Connection Group hosted 

Nimo Liban, a friend of Ann Miles and Betsy Marik, as part 

of their study of Islam. Nimo is a Muslim woman originally 

from Somalia who has lived in the US for about 20 years and 

raised two daughters here. She moved to Charlotte from 

Vermont about 3 years ago to be near one daughter. Nimo 

shared her faith with the class. It was a very personal and 

informative time – as well as a very spiritual experience for 

each listener. 

Sharing Our Connection 

As Bob Clare and his crew finish their work on the new 

Memorial Garden, welcomed workers appeared.  

After contacting the ARC of Mecklenburg for a place to 

serve, several UPS employees, along with some of ARC’s 

staff, volunteered to complete the garden’s planting. 
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