
October 31, 2018 

COMING UP 
 

October 31 
NO WEDNESDAY EVENING 

Dinner or Activities 
Enjoy Trick or Treating! 

November 4 
All Saints’ Sunday 

Reading of the Names of church 
members who have died 

Columbarium—immediately following 
worship 

November 6 
Coffee and Kibbitz 

10:00a 

November 7 
Regular Wednesday Dinner, Program, 
and Activities for Youth and Children 

November 8-12 
Disaster Relief Mission Trip 

November 11 
Backpack Snack packing 

after worship 

November 15 
Very Special People (VSP) 

Senior Adult Lunch and Program 
Noon 

November 20 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
First United Methodist Church 

501 North Tryon Street 
7:00p 

Friends at Home 
Joan Mialik 

3915 Ashton Dr. 
Charlotte, NC 28210 

704-556-1330 

New Address 
Mary Alice Doster 

6148 Gate Post Road 
Charlotte, NC 28211 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

It’s been a terrible week, another terrible week, in our country. Our democratic 

dysfunction is at an all-time high. Our divisions have never been more apparent, 

our anger never more destructive. There are bombs in the mail, shooters in the 

synagogue, death in the local high school. It’s hard to imagine that we could sink 

any lower. 
 

But Dr. Jim Somerville, my friend, wrote yesterday, reminding us that there is so 

much good in the world. So much. Quoting from Brian McLaren’s recent book 

The Great Spiritual Migration, he reminds us: 
 

“There is so much right with the world. The sun faithfully does its work, bathing 

us in life-sustaining energy. The moon faithfully does its work, lifting tides and 

letting them fall, and no one worries it will fail. Water faithfully does its work, 

the lifeblood of our planet, circulating from cloud to rain to stream to river to sea 

to cloud. Creatures do their work as well, filling the earth with life and song, 

sharing the gift of life through death and birth, through nesting and migration, 

through pollination and germination, each specimen a living miracle if we have 

eyes to see. Your body, a civilization of cells more sophisticated than any  

megacity, works amazingly well amazingly often, your heart beating, your lungs 

breathing, your eyes seeing, your mind aware. There is so much right in  

humanity. Children play. Adolescents fall in love. Young couples marry. Lovers 

entangle their limbs, breath, and dreams. Babies are conceived and born and 

nurtured, through their smiles and cries teaching their parents to love in ways 

they never knew they were capable of. Friends laugh, plan adventures, throw  

parties, stick together, weep at gravesides after a lifetime of shared joy. Farmers 

grow, harvesters pick, transporters transport, grocers distribute, and meals of 

unimaginable variety and delight are prepared and eaten. Entrepreneurs plan 

and launch new ventures. Colleagues work side by side as managers seek to steer 

their companies toward success. Researchers seek cures, discoveries, solutions, 

understanding. Teachers teach and children catch the gift of curiosity. People 

are honest. They make promises they keep. People take vacations. They watch 

the surf, ride horses, cast lines, take hikes, swim, ski, bike, sail, and slow down 

so they can remember they are alive. Grandparents and elders watch all this, 

their eyes brimming with tears of joy. There is so much right in the church, in 

the world, in humanity. There is so much good. And so much beauty. When we 

see it, even a tiny glimmer of how precious it is, our hearts swell in gratitude and 

awe.” 
 

Thanks—Brian McLaren and Jim Somerville. I needed to hear this good word. 
 

Maybe you can share this good word today, too. Share it with a friend who is 

down. Take someone to lunch. Share coffee. Send a card. Make a phone call. 

Pass along a compliment. Offer forgiveness. Be patient. Offer some random act 

of kindness to a stranger. Invite a friend to church. 
 

There’s so much good in our world. Be part of it today! 

Remaining Wednesday Night Programs for 2017 

We have enjoyed a diverse and interesting schedule during our Wednesday night Fellowship Supper program this fall. 

The food is good, and the fellowship is warm. Why don’t you join us? This is a wonderful mid-week opportunity to gather 

with the community of faith and share together, to breathe a moment of respite before heading back into the world. The 

schedule for November is printed below. Please call the church office (704-523-5717) by noon on Tuesdays to make a 

dinner reservation ($7/adults; $3/children) – or bring your own dinner and join us for the program at 6:30p. 

November 7—Katie Oates, A Night of Folk Music 

November 14—Greg Jarrell, a discussion of his new book, A Riff of Love: Notes on Community and Belonging 

November 21—Off for Thanksgiving 

November 28—Children’s Music and a discussion of the Alliance of Baptists with Dr. Tim Moore 

And . . .  

December 12—Christmas Banquet     

Legacy Gifts 

Last Sunday we gathered in our Legacy Garden, just outside 

the north entrance of the Sanctuary, to read the names of 

those who have left a Legacy gift to Park Road. A Legacy 

Gift is any gift directed through someone’s will or estate. It 

is always good to hear those names and remember well the 

gifts of their lives in this place.  
 

This year we added Chet Helt’s name to the list of those who have remembered this church 

in their will. Chet Helt just keeps giving to this place he loved so dearly. 
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New Choral Scholar 

Caroline Tucker is our newest  

choral scholar. She is from  

Danville, VA and is a junior music 

major (voice) at Queens University. 

Caroline also plays guitar, uke, and 

piano. At Queens, she is the 

Chapel’s Co-Student Director of 

Christian Worship and is the small 

group leader in uke club.  
 

After college, Caroline plans to go 

to seminary and then into ministry. In her spare time (if 

she’s not playing an instrument), Caroline enjoys hiking 

and exploring. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Youth News 

Hornets Basketball Game: 

On Saturday, November 17 the Hornets are hosting a 

faith and family night at 7p with a meet and greet with 

Cody Zeller following the game. Tickets are $28. Please 

let me know if you are interested! 
 

Fall Retreat: 

Thanks to Paula and David Knight, Dan McClintock,  

Laurel Neal and Hagan Ledda 

for helping lead the retreat last 

weekend. As always, a get-a-

way to the mountains is good 

for the 

soul. Their  

faces say 

it all! 

Annual Cuba Mission Trip!

It’s time again for us to begin planning for our visit to our 

partner church in Carlos Rojas.

Cuba multiple times or this will be your first visit, the trip 

promises new experiences and always a very warm 

welcome from our friends in Cuba!

are March 7 or 8 until March 12 or 13. The approximate 

cost of the trip is $1200 

November 1 so that we will have ample time to arrange 

flights and complete the visa process. If you are 

interested in going, please contact Dan.

Disaster Relief Mission Trip 

New Details 

Park Road will take a group 

of volunteers to Kelly, NC, a 

small town in Bladen  

County, to assist with relief from Hurricane Florence. The 

group will depart from the church at 6:30p on Thursday, 

November 8 and return on Monday evening, November 12. 

Food and lodging will be provided for all volunteers.  It’s 

not too late to sign-up and plan to go with us to lend a 

helping hand to those who have suffered loss due to the 

hurricane! Contact Dan for more information. 

Landscape Update 

If you’ve noticed a change to the landscape outside the 

sanctuary, you are seeing the next phase of our  

Landscape Master Plan coming to fruition. The two old 

flowering cherry trees have been removed and will soon 

be replaced by four new ones. Our master plan is  

executed when memorial gifts are made available to our 

Administration Committee. If you have a loved one you 

would like to memorialize, please speak with Greg Blum, 

this year’s Admin Chair. 

Backpack Snacks 

This semester, because of the merger of Dilworth and 

Sedgefield, we are providing them with 145 snack packs 

every week, plus 22 for Marie G. Davis for their students 

who have no permanent address. As a result, the number 

of snack packs provided each week has gone from 105 

last year to 167 this year! This means that we will need 

to have another snack packing session in order to get 

through the fall semester. The plan is to do set-up on 

Saturday, November 10 from 6:30-8:00p and pack the 

bags after church on Sunday, November 11. 

Come and join us! 


