
Meditation 
Because, like Christ, Christians are to love the world and be agents of its 

redemption, God’s callings also relate to human needs, whether those 

needs are in the church or beyond it. When a Christian perceives a 

genuine human need and has the abilities for attending to it, that need 

becomes a spark of God’s calling to him [or her]. To the extent that the 

duties of one’s many places of responsibility also contribute to meeting 

human needs, those duties are God’s callings. 

          — Douglas J. Schuurman 

 

Welcome   Russ Dean 

 

Music for Preparation   
 A Little More Faith in Jesus         Spriitual, arr. John W. Work III  

  (1901-1967)  

     

Lighting of the Worship Candle Acolyte 

  

Chiming of the Hour 
  

*Processional Hymn  
 #26, We Worship You, God         LYONS  

    

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Mike Hamrick 

God is a God of justice who calls men, women and children into new ways 

of sharing life together. 

May we receive these new ways with joy, no longer seeking to possess or 

control any human being. 

May we commit ourselves to one another in a unity of mutual respect and 

care. 

May the life of Jesus be seen in all of our relationships. 

     — Ruth C. Duck (adapted) 

 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession  Dan McClintock 

 

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Gracious God, we humbly confess our faults. For anger, impatience 

and quickness to misunderstand—forgive us. For thoughtlessness, 

indifferences, and self-centering—forgive us. For the lack of 

kindness—forgive us. For not speaking out against injustice and 

suffering—forgive us. For all the times we have not followed Jesus in 

the way of love—forgive, heal, and transform us anew into your 

servant people. In the name of Christ Jesus we pray. Amen.  

     — Maren C. Tirabassi 

 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

Congregational Response   

 How Firm a Foundation FOUNDATION 

“Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, 

For I am your God, I will still give you aid; 

I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand 

Upheld by my gracious, omnipotent hand.” 

 

Children’s Time     Russ Dean 

Scripture Lesson       Esther 7.1-6, 9-10; 9.20-22 Lane Helt 

     So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the 

second day, as they were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, 

“What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what 

is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 

Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favor, O king, and if it 

pleases the king, let my life be given me—that is my petition—and the 

lives of my people—that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my 

people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had 

been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my 

peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.” Then 

King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who 

has presumed to do this?” Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked 

Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen . . . 

     Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, 

“Look, the very gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose 

word saved the king, stands at Haman’s house, fifty cubits high.” And 

the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman on the 

gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king 

abated . . .  

     Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who 

were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining 

them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar and 

also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, as the days on 

which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that 

had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning 

into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and 

gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another and presents to 

the poor. 
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

 

Anthem      

 If You Will Trust the Lord to Guide You     Kenneth Kosche (b. 1947)  
 

If you will trust the Lord to guide you, placing your confidence in him, 

God will be always there beside you, giving you hope and strength within. 

All those who trust God's changeless love build on the Rock that will not move. 
 

Patiently, trusting, await God's leisure, cheerful in hope, with heart content, 

Accepting what in will and pleasure, God's wisdom and God's love have sent. 

And do not doubt your wants are known to Christ, who chose you for his own. 
 

Sing, pray, observe God's ways unswerving, offer your service faithfully, 

Trusting the Word; though undeserving, you'll find the promises true to be. 

God never will forsake in need the souls who trust in God indeed. 

                                                  — Georg Neumark,  

      trans. Catherine Winkworth 

     

Sermon   Pinky Promises  Amy Jacks Dean 

 

Prayer of Intercession  Russ Dean 

 

Mission Offering  
The undesignated monies received every fifth Sunday of the year go to the 

Magolene “Mack” Cameron Good Samaritan Fund, 

which is used to assist church members in times of need. 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift. 
 

Offertory  
 Adagio (Sonata III)             Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)  

 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 

           Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One! 

           Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  

*Doxology                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Dan McClintock 

 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 #575, O for a World AZMON 

 

Meditation of Commitment 

I pray for the courage to make wise decisions. In the security of the Love 

of God, may I step past the ignorance and fear which makes me  

self-protective, and, in a multitude of choices, may I always lean towards 

the greater good. 

          — Joy Cowley  

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Choral Response  

 Hava Nashira         Josh Nelson (b. 20th c.)  
 

Hava nashira, shir haleluyah! 

Translation: Come let us sing, sing hallelujah! 

 

Postlude 
 Wer nur den lieben Gott Lasst walten        J. S. Bach  

  

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  

Courage 

 

The Border Wall 
 

Tijuana, Mexico 

Sundays this Fall 
 

October 7. Righteousness. Job 1:1; 2:1-10 
 

October 14. Adversity. Job 23:1-9, 16-17 
 

October 21. Spirituality. Job 38:1-7, (34-41) 
 

October 28. Humility. Job 42:1-6, 10-17 
 

November 4. Legacy (All Saints’ Sunday). Ruth 1.1-18 
 

November 11. Risk. Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 
 

November 18. Patience. I Samuel 1:4-20 
 

November 25. Last Words. II Samuel 23:1-7 

 

Deacon of the Week: Mike Hamrick 

Mike has been a member at Park Road for 28 years. Mike has served in many 

areas of leadership—from various committees to chairing the Diaconate  

a few years ago. But most often you will find Mike holding down the 

bass section of the choir almost every single Sunday!  

Thanks, Mike, for your leadership in so many ways in this place. 


