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Let’s rewind back a few days before Christmas, wineopened packages were still
nestled underneath the Christmas tree. Go bat#eaflirther in your mind when those packages
needed to be wrapped. Go back even further whese thiés had not yet been purchased or
made or even conceived. Yes, | know for some of jluig entire envisioning exercise occurred
in less than a 24 hour-period! Thank goodnessifocards at 24 hour convenience stores and
Slim Jim stocking stuffers...but that's not importaight now.

For most of us, this ‘before’ Christmas time, gegiod the Church calls Advent, is filled
with preparation and much to do. All the anticipatat the front end gains speed during Advent,
drumming excitement right up to the climatic Chmas Day. Signs and wonders and stories are
once again re-told, and carols sung as we gotrctogehristmas. Celebrations and gatherings
are held. We light candles in the darkness awathegarrival of the True Light and there’s joy
and laughter and warmth and togetherness. Butmhgsiall before Christmas and now’s it after --
and there’s nothing left to unwrap, to open.

Now | admit that | go through a mild depressiontloese days after Christmas. Perhaps it
has to do with building up for the big day and tlaéterwards I'm depleted (physically,
emotionally, and sometimes spiritually). Try asight to not let it happen, | allow the cultural
expectation of Christmas day with its gift givingdareceiving to overwhelm the reason for the
season. Fortunately the Church does not abandaretéleration of Christmas after only one day.

Liturgically, the season of Christmas stretchedvi@ve days and culminates on the Feast of

| am grateful to Reverend George Mason of WilsBiaptist Church not only for borrowing his titlecapatterned
before/after structure, but also for his messagtemnchanging dependability and nature of Goohfnis sermon
delivered on this text on December 25, 2005. Higdwin is included here in both thoughtful influeacel quotes.



Epiphany (January 6) which in the West is the galiégdn of the visitation from the wise men,
and represents the manifestation of God in Jesust@h the Gentiles.

So on this third day of Christmas | would likestaggest that we use the remaining days
of Christmas to reflect upon the ancient stories te’'ve been hearing throughout Advent — the
gospel accounts of Christmas. We are in dangezaniihg the stories behind for another year.
Leaving them in the past where it's not intrussere it doesn’t ask anything of us; where it
makes no connections or no difference. It wouldikeesinging Joy to the World, the Lotths
come (check); but revisit the lyrics. It's not therd has come (past tense) but the Lordase
(present tense). So how does this affect us rigim?n

The real gift we celebrate at Christmas is theingrof the Christ child. So here’s the
guestion for our reflection: What's the before afigr of Christmas in our lives? What changes
occur and what doesn’t change; what changes antdremains the same? What remains the
same before and after the birth of Jesus is the dd\God for the world. God loved the world
from the beginning; God spoke the world into beamgl God has spoken to our ancestors and
prophets in many and various ways (visions, dreamgels, nature, objects). God has been
trying to get our attention since we attempteditie n the Garden. God has always loved us. Do
not heed any teaching that claims that the Gotl@fdld Testament is an angry judge devoid of
compassion and grace / and it is not until Godd#ecto send his son to save us that he loves the
world. God has always loved the world. God so lotredworld before Christmas and God so
loved the world after.

“You are the same, your years will never end,” gagswriter of Hebrews about God.

“Christmas does not change the nature and depéditgabiGod. Rather Christmas makes God



known more clearly® Christmas is a time of revelation — the exact imtpsf God’s very being

is revealed. Through Jesus who has become fleshrenable not only to know something about
God but to enter into a deeper understanding of tBamligh relationship with Christ. The
change came when the Word became flesh - when &gaiie man. And in doing so, something
changed. Jesus intercedes for us with God; andti@odgh Jesus encountered what it is like to
become us -- to be flesh. What changed for thedrMmetause of Christmas? The encounter with
God through Christ.

Last week in the Gospel of John we heard abouwiMbrel, another name for Jesus. The
Word, who in the beginning was with God and is God, gmmdugh which all the world came
into being; well theMord came into the world as tiny baby Jesus. In othendg; Jesus has
always existed, from eternity to eternity. He wiaasré at the creation of the world and he’ll be
there at the consummation of the world.

Now, theWord (Jesus) became flesh - God becomes human in the arad that is a new
thing. Tiny baby Jesus grew up to become growreapher Jesus and became our Savior and
Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore the third imagenigit add to our Christmas stories is exalted
Jesus who sits at the right hand of God and rdmeser. “Your throne is forever and ever” and
it is exalted Christ (having conquered sin and leaho intercedes for us.

What impact has the coming of Christ had on ydear the impact of Christmas this
year? Can you articulate it? Maybe (like me) yeedthese remaining days of Christmas to let
the inner light of Christ lead you. No matter whgog are right now in joy, doubt or fear or
none of the above; maybe just existing -- let tresence of Christ surround you. Make time for

solitude, rest, for reading scripture, for prayer listening, stillness — you design.

2 Quote from Rev. George MasonBaefore and After, December 25, 2005, Wilshire Baptist Church, Ballaxas.



There is a story | read several years ago thavé¢ Imot been able to locate the source. So
if i's embellished a bit in my memory, tell meefivards and from where | may have heard it if
you know. From what | remember, it begins in heavémere a recent entrant strolls into a
warehouse filled with beautifully decorated pacladeach package has a name tag on it bearing
a person’s name; and the names on the packagearap in alphabetical order. The now
curious heavenly participant hurries to her aresewif there is package with her name on it and
sure enough — there is and it’s rather large. Tigelic warehouse attendant cautions the soul
about opening the box but it's too late. She hdgdrthe ribbon and slipped the top ofénd do
you have any idea of what was inside?

The box was full of unspoken blessings, unlivedsilegs, unknown
blessings...blessings that could have been sharedhgadnly paid attention, had she only been
attuned to God’s encounters. You see, she oftehakgght schedule. She was very busy, so she
didn’t have time for prayer, for listening, for enmters with God, for change, for blessings.

Wonder what Jacob Marley’s package would have lddke. Do you remember him in
Charles DickensA Christmas Carol?* Jacob Marley was Ebenezer Scrooge’s businessapartn
who had died but comes back as a ghost to warrahout how he is living. There is a scene
near the end of the first chapter where Marleyldeen talking to Scrooge and he begins floating
backward toward the window and when he reachdsetwindow opens slowly and Marley
floats out into the air.

Scrooge comes to the window to peer out and seéshih air is full of ghosts, many of
whom he knew. All are weighed down with chains, foit just chains -- with safes, lockboxes,
all the things we hold on to for protection, segurAnd Scrooge notices this one old ghost in

particular with a huge safe attached to his anktethe ghost is crying. Why is he weeping:

% | am grateful to Dr. Roy Heller, SMU Perkins SchobTheology for bringing this classic favorite iy attention.



because of the chains (no); because of the safehet to his ankle (no). That's not why he’s
weeping...Scrooge notices that the ghost is lookmgrdat the street where there is a woman
sitting, shivering, holding an infant in the snodnd Scrooge realizes that the reason the man is
weeping, is that finally the man wants to interfemegood, but he can’t. He’s weighed down and
stuck. It’s too late for him; he’s lost all abilitg encounter change.

But it's not too late for us.

How many blessings are yet to be unwrapped thisos@a



