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Can you livewith the resurrection?

This sermon was first preached on the Sunday B#ieter — that day on which the
Church of Jesus Christ comes out in its springtiest to celebrate. Parking lots overflow.
Organs chime, brass ensembles fanfare, choirs hasbanners fly, all to proclaim: Christ is
Risen! Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! B question for the Sunday after Easter — and
every Sunday — is not if you beliewrethe resurrection. The question is if you can {pee with
it?*

In John’s text we learn that shortly after thismwhat has changed the course of human
history, the friends who were closest to Jesugmetlito a life of fishing “[Their return] (says
Fred Craddock) implies that the disciples were ism#@bsustain Eastéto live with the
resurrection) beyond resurrection appearancesefBelihe resurrection was an item of faith, but
it had not been translated into life and missiothemworld.” Craddock, the great Methodist
preacher and teacher of preachers, goes on tosujflee radical decline in church attendance .

. after Easter Sunday indicates that the [dissipproblem is still with us.” Dr. Craddock says
without mincing words what many preachers are thigilas they stand in their pulpits the
Sunday after Easter (and throughout the monthlgf)Jidello? Is anybody there? Where is the
Church_toda¥y

Can you livewith the resurrection? Along with the discipldse Church has proven that

we can celebrate it, talk about it, sing of it, detssed up and worship the miracle of it. We can

! In this sermon | am continuing an ongoing argunverith distinguishes a life of faith from a life intellectual
ascent to various doctrines of belief. The religiddmy childhood placed ultimate importancebilieving— if you
believethe right things, then you can be saved. This seemther sterile argument to me now. Faith mest b
experiential, practical, active. The resurrectithien, like all important items of our faith, is raftultimate
importance simply as something to “believe in,” batsomething to be experienced, changed by, e/tredirst
disciples were.



believeit. But, I'm not sure we have yet learned to lwih it. In fact, looking at our world that
has clearly nobeen transformed is all the evidence that we tedue contrary.

Can you livewith the resurrection?

To answer that question perhaps we need to meaelgldefine what it means to affirm
the resurrectionf Jesus Christ? Is it simply to believe that 3esuNazareth, who was clinically
“dead,” took up breathing again? Is resurrectiobhaalefined purely biologically? Or is there
more to it than that? Let me offer you a distingtibis morning between “Resurrection” and
“resuscitation.” The distinction spells the diffece in a risen messiah and a Living L6ilo
you understand the difference? Have you come tomaxprship one whose biological life was

miraculously restored, or to Live the Resurrectioth the One who restores Life?

Peter’s brother, Andrew, introduced him to JeSGame and see, we have found the
Messiali (John 1). Jesus knew there was something spaio@lt “Simon,” because he
immediately changed his namé&.du will be called ‘Petel’(John 1). The Gospel of Matthew
adds, “..and upon this rockPeter) I will build my church!.(Matthew 16). On the witness and
strength of Simon Peter’s faith, the Christian Chuwill stand or fall.

From the beginning his strength was evident. Witaers fell away because Jesus’
teaching was difficult, Peter affirmed that he wbnobt leave his Lord.To whom should we go?
For you have the words of eternal lif¢John 6). In Mark’s gospel it was Peter who first
affirmed Jesus’ character, his unique relationshth God. Peter’s confession at Caesarea
Philippi is the turning point in Mark’s storySobme say you are John the Baptist, others Elijah,
or one of the prophefsthe disciples answered him. But Peter offeredficently: “You are the
Christ” (Mark 8).

2| use a lower case “essiah” here to indicate an early messiah — whotheexpectation of Israel (to restore
political and military greatness).



Peter was a leader, confident and strong. But Rete also impetuous, compulsive,
high-strung, quick tempered, and quick to speakef\desus began washing the feet of his
friends, Peter balked. “Never” would he allow Jesuperform such a menial task. But when
Jesus spoke softlylUnless | wash your feet, Peter, you have no patt me” Peter
immediately responded]|then] not just my feet, Lord, but my hands andnagd as welt
(John 13).

On the mountain that day, when Jesus was chargfeceltheir eyes, and the disciples
saw Moses and Elijah with him, Peter envisionedyglpolitical and military gain, national
power — ‘Let’s build three shelters hefehe suggested, three monuments to Israel's sodret
reclaimed prestige and position, and to its newssrah.” When Jesus talked of his own
suffering and death, Peter rebuked him, and Jesspgbnse to his misunderstanding friend still
stings, as it cuts quick into our well-intentioned} naive and ignorant heart§ét behind me,
Satan. You are a stumbling block to me, for yonatchave in mind the things of God
(Matthew 16).

Peter_thoughtie had in mind the “things of God.” God’s way otighbe the way of
power and prestige and dominance and exaltatiauldi’t it? How quickly and easily we are
convinced of this, sometimes by the power of pappéasuasion, sometimes by the proud sound
of our own voice. Who needs a Messiah who excetaimility, submission, meekness, self-
sacrifice?

Peter did not.

So, Peter, who had followed so closely, suppastethithfully, watched so intently,
listened so carefully, and loved Jesus so hondsdlsked himself into a corner of his own

making. It was a corner steeped high in the expeataof exaltatiorand_earthly power and

when Jesus’ expectations failed Peter, Peter spleship failed Jesus.

“No, I'm not one of his disciplés
“I was not with him in the gardén
“l don’t even know the ma@Mark 14).



The sun peered into the City of Zion, somewhereoater crowed,and at that moment,

Peter saw himself in the face of Judas.

On that first Easter Sunday morning Christ’s nuestoted followers came to the tomb.
We are told they found the tomb empty and repadtiednews to the disciples, but not one of
them knew what it meant. The tomb is empty! Theyhisdyone! Why has this happened? What
does this meanSbmeone has taken my Ldrdtied Mary (John 20).

You see, the empty tomb is not enough. “The ertgotyp does not lead to faith. Writing
in the Formations curriculum for Smyth and Helwiggjll Nall says, “not one person in the
biblical witness came to faith over finding the toempty.” Even Jesus’ closestends did not
know what to make of it. For critics and witnesgsasn and now, the empty tomb signifies one
of two things: treachery at worst (someogne &tden the body), or some form of resuscitatibn
best (a human man had walked out of there). Betnaypty tomb does not prove Resurrection

Walter Kasper says “The decision for or againgyreection faith] is not taken on the
grounds of some miraculous event... but on whetheris ready to see reality from God’s
viewpoint and to rely totally upon God in livinga@in dying.”

Resuscitated bodies die, again — you could aska#drus about that — but the Church
has affirmed for 20 centuries not that Christ wasn, but that Christ issen! Christian Faith
did not spring from a belief that Jesus “lived afai as the result of some one-of-a-kind “life
after death” experience. Christian faith was borthe disciples’ experience msurrection-in
meeting Jesus again, for the first time, and finltlowing him as Lord.

Only as disciples continue experience his resurrectianll the Christian Church live.

% | have borrowed this phrase from my friend, Kylattew, from an unpublished song of his entitl&@hrhewhere
A Rooster Crows.”

* Smyth and Helwys, “Formations,” April 12, 1998.

® Walter KasperJesus the ChrisKasper’s exact quote is “...for or agaisister faith..”

® A recent book by Marcus Borg is entitlsteeting Jesus Again for the First Time



Mary reported her encounter with Jesus to thaplesc She had mistaken him for the
gardener, but then she heard his voice. He calledidime. He looked into her eyes. He offered
againthe hope and peace and promised of Life. Edstdrcome — for Mary! And so the
disciples gathered and sang and prayed and worsMpey's belief’ Jesus was back (so Mary
said). But Peter... You remembargon this RockPeter? Peter decided he would... go fishing.
“Yeah. I think I'll um... I think I'll, well.... I'm going back to Galilee. Think I'll get the boatdan
the nets. Left it all at my folks’ place. Kind ofigs that ole boat. You know, | made a good
living fishing. It's respectable work. Time to sgewith my family... You know what they say,

‘A bad day on the lake is better than a good dahenoffice...”

So Easter Sunday came and went, even for thelfgsiples, and Monday found them...

fishing. Again.

That first night of fishing wasn’t so good, butt®ewas too consumed with his
conscience to be concerned about his catch. Saydightt approached, they rowed silently
toward shore until that stranger called to them ted nets suddenly strained under the weight
of Crappie and Cod and Palestinian Perch. Petnstt at the nets, but when he caught another
glimpse of the stranger’s eyes... he knew him! Anglulsive Peter threw on his clothes and
jumped into the sea.

Peter did not understand his faith when he first desus. Peter did not understand his
faith when he acknowledged Jesus as “The ChristéRlid not understand his faith when he
saw Christ with Moses and Elijah, wrapped in gldtgter did not understand his faith when he
learned the lesson of foot-washing discipleshipeiP&id not understand his faith when he

betrayed his most beloved friend.

" Perhaps this is the crux of my argument — “befiefesurrection is for many, simply someone eldméef. We
must each experience the risen Christ in ordenutg thelieve” in resurrection.



But when Peter finally experienced the ResurreCiedst. Then, he was able to break
bread with the one who offers Life beyond fishiAgd he heard those wordsSitnon Peter, do
you love me?and he understood: three-fold forgiveness.

It was grace enough to cover his three-fold denial.

At that moment Peter begda understand his faith. For at that moment habeg
understand that resurrection is not about Jeswadhing again, walking again, talking again,
eating again. Resurrection is not about Jesugylittimen,” it is about Jesus living “now” — with
us — for us. Resurrection was not a second lifdésus, but a new life, a real life, a full and
abundant life for Peter for the firsine in all of his living days.

Resurrection waa miracle -- it was a miracle that happened teiPAt that moment
Peter began to Live with The Resurrection.

For us... may it be so, even today.

Amen!



