
April 11, 2018 

 

COMING UP 

Wednesday, April 11 
5:30p Dinner 

6:00p Children’s programming 
6:30p Adult and Youth Discussion 

 
Friday, April 13-Sunday April 15 

Youth Spring Retreat  
 

Saturday, April 14 
9:30a Men’s Shelter Lunch 
PRBC Community Center 

 
Wednesday, April 18 

Regular Wednesday Supper and 
Activities 

 
Sunday, April 22 

Children’s Sabbath 

 

Friends at Home 

Jim Russell 

Charlotte Square 

5820 Carmel Road 

Charlotte, NC 29226 

 

Sympathy extended to 

Maddie and TC Counts in the recent 

death of their great-grandmother  

and to 

Bill Hefner in the recent death of his 

father 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

Nearly everyone we marry these days is living together when we tie the knot. In 
18 years, we have only performed a few ceremony in which this was not the 
case. Since that is the state of affairs these days, in our pre-marital counseling 
with couples, one of the questions we always ask is, “How do you think being  
married be different from just living together?” If the couple answers, as is 
often the case, “We don’t think it will change anything,” our response is 
straightforward: “Then why are you doing 
this?” 
 

Do ceremonies matter? 
 

Some people regard all religious rituals as meaningless. I understand that  
sentiment. What good could standing in a church repeating some words  
actually do? Do they actually change God’s acceptance or approval of a  
relationship? Could simple words make any difference in a day-to-day  
commitment for a young couple? 
 

One of my long-time favorite theologians, the agnostic rock-n-roller known as 
Sting, sings of the “Secret Marriage”: 
 

No earthly church has ever blessed our union.  
No state has ever granted us permission. 
No family bond has ever made us two.  

No company has ever earned commission. 
No debt was paid, no dowry to be gained.  

No treaty over border land or power. 
No semblance of the world outside remained.  

To stain the beauty of this nuptial hour. 
The secret marriage vow is never spoken.  
The secret marriage can never be broken. 

 

Yes, I get it. Even for couples duly married in a church, by the Church, the 
“Secret Marriage” is what is important. It is the only “ceremony” that will  
ultimately keep them together. So, does that make all rituals meaningless  
rigmarole? 
 

I think not. I have been there. 
 

I still remember the warm hands on my head, on my shoulders, the warm 
words of whispered prayers, kind commendations. I’ll never forget Dr. Molly 
Marshall, our seminary professor who had just preached the ordination sermon, 
kneeling in front of me, grasping my hands, looking me in the eye and saying, 
“Russ, never forget the importance of disciplined thinking.” 
 

A religious ceremony and eight simple 
words… changed my life. 
 

Our worship on Sunday, May 6 will  
include a ceremony of Ordination to the 
Gospel Ministry for Joey Haynes.  
Outsiders might scoff – Joey is already 
ministering to our youth, so what good will 
that do? Silly ritual. Meaningless words. 
 

But anyone who has been there, at an 
altar, or on their knees under the blessing 
of affirming hands, kind words, knows that there is nothing hollow about it. 
 

Amy and I had practiced a lot of ministry before October 31, 1993. On that 
date, we became ministers. I hope May 6 will change Joey’s life and his  
understanding of church and a vocational call to ministry just as it did mine. 
 

Yes, ceremonies matter.  
 

A religious ceremony . . . 

  changed my life. 

The variety of programming for  
Fellowship Supper, keeping all adults 
together for our study time, and  
wonderful food by our CDC Cook, 
Tam Gordon, have made Wednesdays 
nights a real success. Thanks to all 
who have participated and a special 
thanks to those who have volunteered 
in serving. Our final 3 Wednesdays of 
the Spring feature: 
—April 11, in the aftermath of Easter 
Sunday we will talk about  
Resurrection and Resuscitation – 
what the Bible says and what it 
means to Christians living in a  
modern world. 
—April 18 we will have a church-
wide conversation about the recent 
change to the hiring policy at the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. This 
decision has caused a great deal of 
concern for CBF churches on both 
the left and the right. We will not 
have a church vote on this night, but 
we will present the issue and talk 
together about what it means and 
whether PRBC should change our 
relationship with the CBF. 
—April 25 will feature Children’s 
Music as well as a presentation from 
Kaile Minor, with the Center for  
Community Transitions. CCT is a  
non-profit which seeks to strengthen 
the community by helping those with 
criminal records navigate paths  
towards healthy and productive lives. 

Final Wednesdays of the Spring 
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Patterson Scholarship 
Over the last 17 years, Park Road Baptist has utilized the 

generous scholarship left by John and Ola Patterson more 

than the other three churches who are part of this generous 

vision. Students from four Baptist churches are eligible if 

they attend one of four Baptist (or formerly Baptist) schools: 

Wake Forest, Campbell, Meredith, and Furman. Students 

must submit a current FAFSA form in order to qualify. The 

deadline for submission is May 15. Interested students are 

asked to submit an application ASAP. 

Making New Connections 
A new Connection Group/Adult Sunday School has been 
started, led by Twila Broadway. It meets at 10:00a in the 
Youth Building. every Sunday morning. We have 5 regulars 
coming so far. You are invited to join us especially if you 
don't have a Connection Group. We are looking at prayer 
from the perspective of Eugene Peterson, using his  
devotional book, Living the Message. Our first fellowship 
dinner will be April 14 at the home of Jo-Dee and Pat  
Collins. Please call Twila if you are interested or have  
questions — 401-602-3127. 

Young Adults 
The Spring Unit of PRBC Young Adults is underway! The 
group decided to read and discuss The Last Week: What 
the Gospels Really Teach About Jesus's Final Days in  
Jerusalem by Marcus Borg. 
 

The Young Adults are meeting every other Sunday for eight 
weeks to  
discuss the 
book ...  and to 
eat lunch  
together, of 
course! Their 
next meeting is 
April 15 in the 
Youth Building 
after worship. 
 

Upcoming Date to Remember 

May 6 is an important day. Deadline for Deposits for 
summer youth trips will be due that day.  
Mission Trip—June 17-22,Pittsburg, $50 deposit 
University—July 23-28, University of TN, $50 deposit 

Camp Prism (for current third-fifth graders), July 10-13, 
Flat Rock, NC, $50 deposit 

And also on May 6—Ordination to the Gospel Ministry for 
Joey Haynes during the 11a worship service 

May 6 is an important day, indeed! 

Help Needed! Saturday, April 14 for Men’s Shelter Lunch 
The Charlotte Men’s Shelter on Tryon is closed for  
several months while undergoing renovations. As a result, 
rather than preparing and serving a hot meal on April 14 as 
usual, we’ve been asked to prepare 200 bag lunches. The 
plan is to meet in the Community Center from 9:30-11a on 
Saturday to make sandwiches and to prepare the lunch 
bags. All ages are welcome to participate, the more the 
merrier! 

Needlers—Making Banners and Prayer Shawls 
Some of our 
Needlers are  
working on stocking 
our Prayer Shawl 
cabinet with more 
shawls filled with 
prayer, while others 
are measuring and 
cutting and ironing 
some new banners 
for Pentecost. 

These banners will 
hang down the sidewalk so as folks walk from the back 
parking lot to the sanctuary, they can begin to prepare for 
worship even as they make their way.  

Thank you to 
all of our 
Needlers who 
use their  
creative gifts 
in such 
unique ways 
that enhance 
both worship 
and provide 
pastoral care. 

Meet and Greet 
Last Sunday was another opportunity to visit with one  
another after worship. It’s always a great time to meet new 
people and catch up with old friends. 


