
Personally, I’m in a new phase. It’s the opposite of “nesting.” I know how to nest. 

I’m not sure how to do this phase of “empty nesting.” I think I’m going to call this 

new phase “scattering.” I should write a book — after I find out how to do it. With 

“nesting,” one prepares the nursery, buys a crib and puts it together without too 

many extra nuts and bolts left over, washes all af the new cute little baby clothes, 

gets a rocking chair, prepares the changing table with baby wipes and baby wipe 

warmer (because who wants a cold baby wipe upon a bottom?), sanitizes all the toys 

and teething toys, covers all of the electrical outlets with safety plugs (because 

before one knows it this teeny, tiny baby will be crawling all over the place). One also 

reads books from cover to cover about what to expect when you are expecting and 

then one buys the books about what to expect with an infant and what to expect with 

a toddler, not knowing that one will not have time to read these books once said baby 

arrives. But this is how to “nest.” I got an A+ in nesting. 

But this new phase of “empty nesting” is not as easy. 

How do you prepare your child for scattering? How do I 

prepare myself for it? I’ve not had time to read books, 

so I’m just going with intuition here. I plan a graduation 

party (you will get your invitation to it this week, but 

save the date – May 21!). I make lists. Lots and lots of 

lists of things have to be done before he leaves and things that have to be bought so 

that the summer and college transitions go smoothly. And then, I pay attention and 

savor every single moment with a sense of pure joy. Don’t get me wrong, I’m 

guessing tears will come here and there, but I choose to walk this “scattering” phase 

with gratitude and excitement for what is next for all of us. I know how to “nest,” 

and I’m learning how to “scatter.” 

Professionally, I’m in a new phase too. And this new phase is calling upon my old 

“nesting” skills. I have taken on the spiritual nurture of our babies and in so doing, 

I have moved our church nursery. The new space is in the Children’s Sunday School 

building which is closer to the sanctuary and easier for parents to access. The new 

space is in close proximity to our older children, putting all of our children closer 

together. The new nursery opened on Easter Sunday. I gathered rocking chairs and a 

changing table, bouncy seats and infant swings, toddler toys and books. And then I 

went to buy baby wipes for the first time in about 18 years. And electrical outlet 

safety plugs. This nesting thing is something like riding a bike as I thought through 

all of the details about making sure our babies and toddlers are loved and safe. 

Have you noticed how many babies and young children we have these days? Isn’t it 

wonderful! And coming just in time to help me with my own personal “empty nest.” 

But it takes a village to raise these children, and I’m calling on our village to help me 

out a bit. We hire a service that provides two paid, experienced, licensed childcare 

workers to cover the hours of 9:45a-12:15p. But we need some church members 

who will help meet and greet and assist with welcoming our babies and young 

children and their parents. A third set of eyes and ears and hands and laps – church 

members who will love on the youngest in our church family. Would you be willing to 

take a Sunday or two or three this year to assist in our nursery? Let me know. 

Perhaps you would like to do this once per month. Maybe you are willing to help but 

can’t make that kind of commitment. I’m setting up a schedule and would love to 

add some folks to this rotating list of volunteers. 

When a church is busy “nesting” that means the church is growing. That’s a good 

phase in which to be! Even as our high school seniors prepare to leave our church 

nest, the nursery is filling up.  

And we should all walk this phase with gratitude and excitement. 
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have these days?  

COMING UP 
 

 

Wednesday, April 19 
5:30p Family Fellowship Supper 

and Activities 

Amy Steinberg, Vocalist 

 

Thursday, April 20 
Noon: VSP 

 

Friday, April 21 
9:00a Travel to Concord for  

Fun Food Friday 

 

Sunday, April 23 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

Deacon of the Week: Dona Leonard 

9:45a Sunday School and 

Sunday Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

Elias Roochvarg, Guest Soloist 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga Class 

 

Wednesday, April 26 
5:30p Family Fellowship Supper 

and Activities 

(Last Wednesday Fellowship Supper 

and Program until September) 

7:30p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

 

 

Note Temporary Address 
Gwen Moses 

1310 East Flora Street 

Tampa, Florida 33604-5024 

813-237-2101 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Marvin Fisher  

1830-114 West Main Street 

Rock Hill, SC 29732 

Youth Mission Trip June 19-24. The youth will spend the week in 

Monroe County, WV (where Joey grew up) serving the community in 

various ways including nursing home visits, bingo at a senior citizen 

center, litter clean up, etc.  

Camp Prism July 11-14. The children will spend these few days 

together in Bible study, recreational activities, fellowship and 

reflection at Bonclarken in Flat Rock, NC. The total cost of the 

camp is $165; $50 deposit is due by Sunday, April 30. 

Unidiversity July 17-22. The theme for Unidiversity this year is 

‘Christmas Presence.’ We’ll spend the week at the University of 

Tennessee. Each day the youth will attend Bible studies, seminars 

and recreational activities. Youth will also have devotions and 

evening worship each day. The total cost is $300; $50 deposit is 

due by Sunday, May 7. 
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Campus Partner, The Arc of Mecklenburg County  

The Arc is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to 

serving individuals with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities (IDD) and their families. It provides information and 

referrals to resources and services; promotes and supports 

respect, dignity and meaningful opportunities; and encourages 

self-advocacy and independency for those with IDD. A local 

chapter of The Arc of the United States since 1953, The Arc of 

Mecklenburg is committed to securing, for all people with IDD, 

the opportunity to choose and realize their goals of where and 

how they learn, live, work and play. In addition to referrals to 

services, The Arc also operates the following programs: Aktion 

Clubs, service clubs for adults with disabilities who want to 

serve and improve their communities; Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 

Disorder Committee (FASDC), a group of community volunteers 

and nonprofit organization representatives who work together to 

identify at-risk populations that are of child-bearing age. FASDC 

sponsors conferences, educational workshops and media 

campaigns about this #1 preventable cause of IDD; The Doors 2 

Life Transition Project provides information and education to 

empower students, parents and legal guardians through the 

critical transition between high school and college, vocational 

training or work; Operation Santa Claus, a volunteer gift 

shopping and giving program, serves 300 individuals with 

disabilities each December; The Arc’s Resource Guide is a 

comprehensive guide to intellectual and developmental 

disability programs and services in Mecklenburg County.  

Wings for Autism®, The Arc’s newest program, began April 1 at 

Charlotte Douglas International Airport in partnership with Delta 

Air Lines, CLT and TSA. Wings for Autism is an airport 

rehearsal event to help children on the autism spectrum and 

their families practice the airport routine in order to alleviate 

stress and anxiety of travel. Seventy-five children and their 

families attended the event, which also provided airport, airline, 

TSA professionals and other personnel the opportunity to 

observe, interact and deliver their services in a structured, 

learning environment. One mom wrote, “My daughter, Katie, 

who speaks mostly in scripted phrases, turned to me after the 

amazing water cannon display 

(left) at the end of our plane 

ride and said, ‘We had fun on 

the plane!’ We have been so 

concerned about how Katie 

would deal with the plethora of 

unknowns associated with air 

travel, and you have now made future air travel a reality for us! 

Tonight, you gave her wings!! Thank you!” 

The Arc of Mecklenburg County’s executive director is 

Nancy Hughes, 704.332.4535, nancy@arcmeck.org. or 

www.arcmeck.org. 

Young Adult Group Update 

The Park Road Young Adults have met every two weeks 

recently for dinner and discussion from the Animate Series on 

Faith. It has been a great time of fellowship and being with 

other young adults wrestling with faith. Several new members 

have joined us, and it is great to have the opportunity to 

continue growing this community at Park Road! Five more 

meetings have been planned for this Spring. Join us! 

I found another 

one . . . 

The children 

frolicked and 

squealed as 

they added 

eggs to their 

baskets on 

Easter Sunday 

after worhship. 

Park Road Intergenerational Retreat 

The Intergenerational Action Team is excited to announce a 

weekend Intergenerational Retreat with the theme:  

Pause, Play, Pray: Weaving Real Connections 

“I want you woven into a tapestry of love,  

in touch with everything there is to know of God.” 

Please join us on Labor Day Weekend, September 1-3! 

Why: To enjoy unhurried time together and grow as individuals 

and a church family.  

Where: Lutheridge Camp and Conference Center, Arden, NC 

When: Friday evening to Sunday afternoon. (Please plan to have 

dinner prior to your arrival on Friday.) 

Who: All ages of our Park Road family 

How: Simply sign up! Deadline for signing up is August 1.  

The retreat is fully funded; however, donations are welcome 

and will help extend the life of the retreat fund. If you wish to 

make a donation to help cover the costs, please mail your 

donation to the church office or place in the offering plate with 

“Intergenerational Retreat 2017” on the memo line. 

Please check your calendar today and sign up! 

Come Away with Me….Let’s Grow Together as we catch up with 

those we know well and get to know newer friends in the 

beautiful NC mountains.  

mailto:nancy@arcmeck.org
http://www.arcmeck.org

