
Thirteen years ago, I trailered my Harley to a friend’s house in Lynchburg, VA, and 

from there I rode Skyline Drive up and into the southernmost corner of West Virginia. 

My friend, John Ballenger, had invited me to join a group of pastors at a beautiful, 

borrowed home, on the bank of a wandering WV river. I didn’t know it then, but that 

week of study was the beginning of “Preacher Camp” and five friendships that would 

become as influential as any I’ve ever had. 

Fast-forward to last week… we now have a baker’s dozen years of friendship and work 

and retreat under our belts. You may have seen some pictures on Facebook and 

wonder if there’s actually any “work” that goes on, but I’ll be happy to show you my 

notebook outlining 52 weeks of texts and sermon ideas that will guide worship at Park 

Road from Advent 2016 to the end of the Fall 2017. Yes, we work. 

About six years ago someone asked if we might bring our families along so our spouses 

and children could get to know the Preachers and each other. We have met in a half-

dozen places, but when we began bidding for “Joie d V” (the name given by Jean and 

Jim Veilleux to their wonderful retreat on Lake James near Marion), that hope became 

a reality. 

The Preachers meet for the 

morning hours and again after 

supper. Our children have 

become friends, and they spend 

mornings together until afternoon 

free time when we all make our 

way to the lake. I don’t have to 

tell you that it’s my great joy to 

get to spend the those hours 

behind the wheel of my boat. I’d 

like to know how many miles I’ve 

driven over these years, mostly 

in zigs and zags and circles, 

giving tube rides in the waters of one of the most picturesque lakes you’ll find. While 

I’m on the boat, if they’re not with me, the other Preachers are usually on the dock 

relaxing and sharing their lives. We take turns cooking dinner, then after what’s always 

a wonderful meal, it’s back to work. 

In this summer’s annual, national gathering of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, we 

were invited to share the “Preacher Camp” experience with a breakfast crowd. After a 

slide show and a presentation outlining our history and our annual retreat, and the 

“Saturday Night Sermon Writing Club” (our Facebook group) that is active every week 

of the year as a network for sharing resources and support among the six of us… well, 

there were more than a few envious ministers in the room! 

I am trying to make sure you have a chance to meet all of these friends, so I have 

invited them to come preach. In 2016 you met John Ballenger, from Woodbrook 

Baptist in Baltimore. Over the next five years, I hope you’ll also get to know 

Don Flowers, Providence Baptist in Charleston, SC, Dorisanne Cooper, Watts Street 

Baptist in Durham, Jim Someville, First Baptist, Richmond, VA, and Amy Butler, 

The Riverside Church in New York City. Whether you hear them in person, though, 

you can be sure you will “hear” them – because their lives and influence make their 

way into many of my sermons, lessons and writing. 

Where would I be without “Preacher Camp?” Everybody needs one! 
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Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

COMING UP 
 

Friday, August 12 
9a-6p Children’s Lake Day 

 

Sunday, August 14 

9:45a Connection Groups: 

Telling Our Stories: 

A lesson taught by Russ Dean 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Youth Activities 

 

Tuesday, August 16 
10:00a Coffee and Kibitz 

 

Thursday, August 18 
7:00a Men’s Bible Study 

 

Sunday, August 21 

9:45a Connection Groups: 

Telling Our Stories: 

A lesson taught by Russ Dean 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Youth Activities 

 

Sunday, August 28 

9:45a Kickoff Sunday for Fall 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Youth Activities 

 

Remember in Prayer 
Martha Clinard 

Sharon Towers Rehab 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 
Mary Galloway 
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704-554-5834 

Promotion for  
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Return to Adult Connection Groups 
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Looking for Newsletter Volunteers  

I am recruiting helpers willing to commit to 1-2 weeks per 

month to prepare the church newsletter for mailing. This task 

usually takes two volunteers 2 hours on Tuesday afternoons, 

beginning at 1:30p. It involves machine folding, applying 

address labels and sealing the newsletters. No experience is 

necessary! 

Please contact me via email or by phone if you are interested 

in this opportunity to serve the church.  

donaleonard@juno.com or 704-552-8353 Dona Leonard  

Mark Your Calendars! 

On Sunday, August 28, the St. Luke Missionary Baptist 

Church Choir will join the Park Road Choir to present a 

Vespers Service at 4:00p at PRBC. With Monty and 

Linda Hoover McClain directing, the choirs diligently 

rehearse. Amy is pictured with one of St. Luke’s 

experienced choir members, Margaret, age 93. 

If you’d like to join us for the 

Knights baseball game at 

7:05p on Thursday evening, 

August 25, be sure to sign 

up through the church office. 

Tickets are just $11, 

including a $2 concession 

credit. Checks should be payable to PRBC with 

Knights Game on the memo line. Sign-up deadline is 

Thursday August 18.  

Come, relax and enjoy an evening at the ballpark with 

friends and family! 

Contribute! 

Remember, we are collecting items for teacher appreciation bags created by our Needler’s connection group.  

Will you help by donating items for a teacher? Suggestions include toiletries, snacks, note pads, pens, etc.  

Let’s show the teachers how much we appreciate them and their dedication to the students at Sedgefield!  

Boxes are placed in the Narthex and in the Community Center for your donations.  

The bags will be assembled Thursday, August 18. 

Have Brush, Will Paint 

Under the tutelage of artist extraordinaire 

Laura Dower, our youth created their own 

mixed media masterpieces. Aiden Bone (L) 

and Max Dower (R) are just 2 of the artists 

who crafted their unique designs. 

The Dowers, armed with plenty of munchies 

for the teens, provided the “studio”  

for the August 6 outing.  

mailto:donaleonard@juno.com

