
Meditation 
To be fully alive, fully human, and completely awake is to be continually 

thrown out of the nest. To live fully is to be always in no-man’s-land, to 

experience each moment as completely new and fresh. To live is to be willing 

to die over and over again. 

          — Pema Chodron, Western Buddhist nun 
 

Welcome   Russ Dean 
 

Music for Preparation   
 Flutes      Jean Langlais (1907-1991)  

     

Lighting of the Worship Candle Acolyte 
  

Chiming of the Hour 
 

Introit 
 Sh’ma  Solomon Sulzer 
  

*Processional Hymn  
 All Are Welcome         TWO OAKS  
 

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions. 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, 

where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus. 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 

 Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger. 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter. 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

                                             — Marty Haugen, (c) 1994 GIA Publications, Inc. 

*Litany of Worship (responsively)  Mike Hamrick 

Love God with all your heart. 

“I am not interested in an inauthentic emotional life, one which lauds 

brazen denial as true spirituality.” 

Love God with all your soul. 

“I am not interested in lying about the pain or covering for the inequality, 

injustice, oppression, arrogance.” 

Love God will all your mind. 

“I am not interested in sunny-side superficial spirituality that ignores 

lament and tells the prophets to declare ‘Peace, peace when there is no 

peace.’” 

Love God will all your strength. 

“I am also not interested in a life obsessed with the cold darkness, unable 

to see the brilliant light that is shining all around, all the time.” 
 

Love God with all your heart – and know joy: 

“A joy that doesn’t deny the pain, but embraces it in its warmth.” 

Love God with all your soul– and know joy: 

“A joy that doesn’t cover for injustice, but stands against it, offering another 

way.” 

Love God with all your mind– and know joy: 

“A joy that isn’t a stranger to biting sarcasm or revealing satire, but still 

seeks a childlike, optimistic, inclusive perspective in the midst of it all.” 

Love God with all your strength – and know joy: 

“A joy that doesn’t deny my circumstances, but doesn’t depend on them 

either.” 
 

Love God with all that you are: 

ALL: “That ‘the joy of the Lord’ may pervade my whole emotional reality, 

soothe my suffering, remind me of untold blessings, and bring me to the 

Source of them all.” 

     — The quotations are taken from a blog post by Zack Hoag. The 

scripture references are from Jeremiah 6 and Nehemiah 8. 
 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Parent and Child Dedication (see insert) Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

 Ari Samraj King-Dawson, Son of Bosky Dawson and Cindy King 
 

(All children are invited to follow the minister and family to the front of the 

sanctuary to participate in the dedication of Ari.) 

 

Call to Confession  Joey Haynes 

  

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 

repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 

forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 

the glory of your Name. Amen. 

     —A Penitential Order, Rite Two, from The Book of Common Prayer 

 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

Congregational Response   

 Sh’ma Solomon Sulzer 

 

Scripture Lesson  Deuteronomy 6.1-9 Russ Dean 

Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that 

the Lord your God charged me to teach you to observe in the land that 

you are about to cross into and occupy, so that you and your children 

and your children’s children may fear the Lord your God all the days of 

your life, and keep all his decrees and his commandments that I am 

commanding you, so that your days may be long. Hear therefore, O 

Israel, and observe them diligently, so that it may go well with you, and 

so that you may multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, 

as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has promised you. 
 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 

your might. Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your 

heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at 

home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. 

Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your 

forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your 

gates. 
 

Scripture Lesson  Mark 12.28-34 Amy Jacks Dean 

One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one 

another, and seeing that he answered them well, he asked him, ‘Which 

commandment is the first of all?’ Jesus answered, ‘The first is, “Hear, O 

Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, 

and with all your strength.” The second is this, “You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than 

these.’ Then the scribe said to him, ‘You are right, Teacher; you have 

truly said that “he is one, and besides him there is no other”; and “to 

love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all 

the strength”, and “to love one’s neighbor as oneself”,—this is much 

more important than all whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices.’ When 

Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, ‘You are not far from 

the kingdom of God.’ After that no one dared to ask him any question. 
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  

Sermon You’re Close!  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Prayer of Intercession  Dan McClintock 
 

Mission Offering  
Because school begins in the month of August, our undesignated offering for 

this month will go to support our church’s educators. A large portion of our 

Missions Budget is allocated for our work with Sedgefield Middle School. And 

yet there are teachers in our church teaching all over CMS. Some are just 

getting started while some are seasoned, but all are underpaid and 

underfunded. For the month of August, all undesignated money in the offering 

plate will be divided among PRBC educators who have committed their lives to 

the children of our county to purchase needed supplies for their classrooms. 

Thank you teachers! If you write a check for this, please note in the memo line 

“PRBC Teachers.” 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  
 

Offertory Anthem  
 Let This Place Be a Symbol to the World    Rhonda Sandberg (b.1951) 
 

 Let this place be a symbol to the world.  

As God's sun shines in, so let God's love pour out from it. 

Let this place give a message to the world that God lives here,  

and God welcomes all who come. 

Each window is a symbol of the soul, clear and open to God.   

Each lamp is a light to shine for ev'ryone who gives their life to the Lord. 

All the breezes come in, so God's peace flows  

in all who open their hearts to God. 

As the word of God is spoken and a way of life is taught  

so God's people will spread the news. 

And let this place be a refuge to the world  

where those in pain can find comfort at last. 

Let this place speak to all who hear that God is our guiding light,  

the Star of New Hope thru Jesus Christ.  

Let this place be a symbol of love to the world!  
 

*Doxology                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

*Prayer of Dedication  Dan McClintock 
 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 #76, Sent Forth by God’s Blessing THE ASH GROVE 

 

Meditation of Commitment 

A spiritual person tries less to be godly than to be deeply human. 

          — William Sloane Coffin, Jr. 

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Choral Response  
  

Postlude 
 Toccata  Marcel Lanquetuit (1894-1985)  
  

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that follows 

worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that Word truly 

become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  

Deacon of the Week: Mike Hamrick 

Mike has been a member at Park Road for 28 years. Mike has served in many 

areas of leadership—from various committees to chairing the Diaconate  

a few years ago. But most often you will find Mike holding down the 

bass section of the choir almost every single Sunday!  

Thanks, Mike, for your leadership in so many ways in this place. 


