
Meditation 
Some think of a Christian as one who necessarily believes certain things. That 

Jesus was the son of God, say. Or that Mary was a virgin. Or that the Pope is 

infallible. Or that all other religions are all wrong. Some think of a Christian as 

one who necessarily does certain things. Such as going to church. Getting 

baptized. Giving up liquor and tobacco. Reading the Bible. Doing a good deed 

a day. Some think of a Christian as just a Nice Guy. Jesus said "I am the way, 

and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me" (John 

14:6). He didn’t say that any particular ethic, doctrine, or religion was the 

way, the truth, and the life. He said that he was. He didn’t say that it was by 

believing or doing anything in particular that you could "come to the Father." 

He said that it was only by him—by living, participating in, being caught up 

by, the way of life that he embodied, that was his way. Thus it is possible to be 

on Christ’s way and with his mark upon you without ever having heard of 

Christ, and for that reason to be on your way to God though maybe you don’t 

even believe in God. A Christian is one who is on the way, though not 

necessarily very far along it, and who has at least some dim and half-baked 

idea of whom to thank. A Christian isn’t necessarily any nicer than anybody 

else. Just better informed. 

          — Frederick Buechner 

 

Welcome   Russ Dean 

 

Music for Preparation   
 Préambule  Louis Vierne (1870-1937)  

     

Lighting of the Worship Candle Acolyte 

  

Chiming of the Hour 
  

*Processional Hymn  
 All Are Welcome         TWO OAKS  
 

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions. 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, 

where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus. 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger. 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter. 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

                                             — Marty Haugen,  

  (c) 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.  

 

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Anne Woolley 

We come this morning to worship together; 

Different people, different lives, different histories, 

Yet we are all children of the same Parent, created lovingly by the 

Source of all life. 

Different people, different lives, different histories; 

Yet we as Christians all have one Teacher, 

Jesus, who is so close to God that he is said to be the living word that 

God spoke. 

Different people, different lives, different histories; 

Yet one God of us all. 

     — Mary Sue Gast, adapted 

 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession  Russ Dean 

 

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Holy and uncontainable God, for trying to contain you, forgive us.  

Loving and limitless God, for trying to limit you, forgive us. 

Gracious and boundless God, for trying to bind you, forgive us. 

Sometimes we are foolish enough to believe that it is to our advantage 

to reduce you to something we can comprehend. Forgive us, Almighty 

God. Amen. 

     — Janice Jean Springer 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

 

 

Congregational Response   

 There Is a Name I Love to Hear O HOW I LOVE JESUS 

There is a name I love to hear, I love to sing its worth; 

It sounds like music in my ear, the sweetest name on earth. 

O how I love Jesus, O how I love Jesus, 

O how I love Jesus, because he first loved me. 

 

Scripture Lesson  John 10.11-16 Amy Jacks Dean 

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the 

sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and 

the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away 

because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good 

shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father 

knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I 

have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, 

and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 

shepherd.” 
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

 

Children’s Time     Russ Dean 

 

Scripture Lesson  John 14.1-7 Amy Jacks Dean 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 

In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, 

would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so 

that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the 

place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know 

where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I 

am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From 

now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

  

Solo     

 Bear Witness     Taylor Goldsmith (b. 1985)  

 Daniel Miles, guitar and vocals 

 

Sermon   To Me  Amy Jacks Dean 

 

Prayer of Intercession  Russ Dean 

 

Mission Offering  
Because school begins in the month of August, our undesignated offering for 

this month will go to support our church’s educators. A large portion of our 

Missions Budget is allocated for our work with Sedgefield Middle School. And 

yet there are teachers in our church teaching all over CMS. Some are just 

getting started while some are seasoned, but all are underpaid and 

underfunded. For the month of August, all undesignated money in the offering 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  

plate will be divided among PRBC educators who have committed their lives to 

the children of our county to purchase needed supplies for their classrooms. 

Thank you teachers! If you write a check for this, please note in the memo line 

“PRBC Teachers.” 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  
 

Offertory Duet  
 All Things Bright and Beautiful          John Rutter (b. 1945)  

 Ashley Reynolds, soprano 

 Brittany Winans, alto 
 

All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 

All things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all. 

Each little flow’r that opens, each little bird that sings, 

He made their glowing colors, He made their tiny wings. 
 

All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 

All things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all. 

The purple headed mountain, the river running by, 

The sunset and the morning, that brightens up the sky; 

The cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun, 

The ripe fruits in the garden, He made them ev’ry one; 
 

All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 

All things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all. 

He gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell 

How great is God Almighty, who has made all things well. 

All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 

All things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all. 

                                                            — Mrs. C. F. Alexander (1823-1895) 

 

*Doxology                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Amy Jacks Dean 

 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 #395, In Christ There Is No East or West ST. PETER 

Today we thank Ashley Reynolds for her service as the Soprano choral scholar over 

the past year. A graduate of the Winthrop University Conservatory of Music, she 

will begin graduate school at East Carolina University later this month. We have 

enjoyed her time singing at Park Road and wish her the best as she pursues a  

career as a professional singer. 

And yet . . .  

Meditation of Commitment 

God is defined by Jesus, not confined to Jesus. 

          — Huston Smith 

I walk the Christ-path into the mystery of God, but I do not believe that 

God is a Christian. 

          — Bishop John Shelby Spong 

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Postlude 
 Fugue in G minor    Marcel Dupré (1886-1971)  

  

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that fol-

lows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that Word 

truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  

Deacon of the Week: Anne Woolley 

Anne has been a member at Park Road over 28 years. Anne and husband Chris 

(who is also a deacon) have raised their two daughters, Anna Beth and  

Sarah Grace, in the church going all the way back to their time in the Child  

Development Center. Anne works for Roche Pharmaceutical in sales. 


