
August 7, 2019 

COMING UP 
 

 

 

Summer Worship Schedule 
10:00a Worship 

11:00-11:30a Sermon 
Talkback for Adults and Youth 

and Sunday School for Children 

August 10 
Men’s Shelter Lunch 

10:45a-1:00p 

August 25 
Kick-Off Sunday 

Refreshments—9:30a 
Connection Groups—9:45a 

Worship—11:00a 
NO POTLUCK 

Children and Family Pool Party  
at the Deans’—2:00-4:00p 

Youth Pool/Pizza Party  
at the Deans—5:00p 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

Mondays and Thursdays 
Senior Adult Exercise 

9:00a 

Change of Plans and an Announcement 

Are you feeling flexible? Can you make the shift? We are! And we can! It was a 
grand hope that we could return to the renovated Sanctuary for worship on our 
annual “Kick-Off Sunday” August 25. But alas, we need to shift gears. It will not 
be quite finished for that date so we are proposing a change of plans.  
Sunday, August 25 we WILL return to our normal schedule of Connection Groups 
at 9:45a and worship at 11:00a, and we WILL remain in the Community Center 
for worship. To kick-off things with great gusto, we would like to invite everyone 
to the Community Center at 9:30a BEFORE Connection Groups gather for some 
refreshments. We will NOT have our usual potluck or inflatables after worship as 
that would be a difficult transition from worship to lunch in the same space back 
to back. Instead we WILL have a pool party at Russ and Amy’s house for children 
and their families from 2:00-4:00p followed by a pool/pizza party for youth   
beginning at 5:00p. 

We WILL postpone the potluck and festivities to help celebrate our first Sunday 
back in the Sanctuary, Sunday, September 29. Even though the sanctuary will 
be completed beforehand postponing ensures we have everything exactly right 
before we move into the space without feeling so rushed. AND—here’s the an-
nouncement part . . . it coincides with the first Sunday that our new  Director of 
Music and Organist will join us. We cannot announce the person’s name since 
the person has not yet informed the current church of employment. Trust us 
when we say: We are VERY excited about the talent and enthusiasm this   musi-
cian brings to our church.  

Thank you to Cam Mitchell, the Personnel Committee, and several members of 
the choir who joined together for culling resumes, conducting interviews, and 
selecting someone who is so very qualified to come among us and lead the choir 
and the church musically for worship. 

Now we begin in earnest to find someone for our young people. In the meantime, 
parents, volunteers, and staff will work together to make sure that our youth are 
cared for and remain the strong and wonderful group that they are.  

Thank you for being flexible with us. Thank you for making the adjustments in 
schedule. Thank you for showing up. Thank you for being Church together. 
Thank you for being a place of welcome and hospitality. Thank you for serving 
the community and the world. Thank you for following the Way of Jesus. We are 
honored to be with you on this journey of faith. 

 

 

Intergenerational Retreat— 

August 30 - September 1 

Sign-Up ASAP—deadline is Friday! 

The theme for the weekend is 
“Building CommUNITY.”  

Our program time will be led by  
Tim Moore, the former pastor at  

Sardis Road Baptist and currently 
their author-in-residence.  

There’s no cost for the weekend  
although donations will allow the 

retreat tradition to continue into the 
future. The weekend begins after 
dinner on Friday evening at 7:30p 
and ends with worship on Sunday 

morning. For those who are  
interested, several tee times are  

reserved at Cleghorn Plantation Golf 
on Friday beginning at 

1:00p. Golfers can play, eat dinner 
together, and arrive in time for the 

retreat. Let Dan know if you’d like to 
join the golf crew.  

Pictorial Directory Coming Soon . . . 

Thank you for your patience! We are so  
excited to say share that our 2019 Photo 
Directory is coming soon, but we have one 
more step! If you did not have a chance to 
get your picture taken for the directory but 
have a family or individual photo you would 
like to be placed in the directory, please 
email it to Becka Eppley no later than,  
Tuesday, August 13. Becka’s Email is: 
becka@parkroadbaptist.org 

This book is such a wonderful tool to put 
names and faces together so that we can 
know one another better. We look forward to 
this directory’s being in your hands soon. 
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Support our Schools—This is the second article in a  
series about the 
history of  
Uplift Sedgefield 
and the transition 
to Marie G. Davis: 
 

Here are some of 
the groups with 
which Park Road 
partners in our 
ministry to Marie 
G. Davis. 
 

The most critical 
partnership is with 
the staff and  
faculty at Marie G Davis.  
 

We have worked with Myers Park United Methodist 
Church in the past as they were also a school partner at 
Sedgefield Elementary School. Their elementary school 
ministry is also shifting primarily to Marie G. Davis. 
 

Promising Pages is a Charlotte nonprofit organization 
whose mission is to “upcycle” books to children in the 
Charlotte area who don’t have access to books.  
 

Read Charlotte is a Charlotte nonprofit organization 
which mobilizes community resources with the goal of 
doubling the percentage of third graders in Charlotte 
reading on grade level from 39% to 80%.  
 

Augustine Literacy Project-Charlotte is a nonprofit  
organization that recruits, trains, and supports tutors to 
help improve the reading, spelling, and writing skills of 
low-income children who struggle with literacy. 
 

Heart Math Tutoring is a Charlotte nonprofit organization 
that recruits, trains, and supports volunteers as math 
tutors for grades 1-5 in high-poverty elementary schools 
in Charlotte. 
 

For more information see https://
www.parkroadbaptist.org/supporting-our-schools. Our next 
article in this series will highlight our Snack Pack  
ministry. 

Russ is Writing 

Several years ago a “Preacher Camp” friend told me how 

important her blogs had been for communicating her 

message to the outside world. Most people who attended 

her church already had a good idea of the church’s  

theology because they had already “heard” the pastor. 

She said, “Russ, you need to be writing.” 

Our newsletter’s “Heart & Soul” column had given me a 

chance to share stories and to comment on cultural,  

political, and religious issues. Aren’t those really the 

same thing? Blog posts became an extension of that 

writing. Along the way, the editor of Baptist News   

Global, an online 

magazine for        

progressive  

Baptists, saw one of 

my posts, and I’ve 

written a monthly 

post for BNG ever 

since. Later that year 

(2016), I also  

became a monthly OpEd columnist for the Clinton 

Chronicle. The editor of my hometown newspaper had 

read one of my BNG posts and thought my hometown 

should hear my voice too. 

While you don’t pay me to write blogs and OpEds for 

other organizations, my friend was right – writing has 

expanded the “voice” of PRBC far beyond 3900 Park 

Road. My last BNG post, “I’m embarrassed by American 

Christianity. I’m just not ready to give up on Jesus.” 

struck a chord with lots of folks. Emails have flooded in 

from across the country, one from a pastor in New  

Zealand. While I’ve had a few blistering comments 

(“What’s embarrassing is liberals like you…” etc…), 

most have been overwhelmingly gracious – and the post 

already has more than 50,000 page views. (If the  

average worship attendance at PRBC is 150, this BNG 

post has reached more people than I would speak to in 

333.3 Sunday sermons!) 

You are my people, my congregation. I need and love our 

actual, physical community, but the virtual community 

has given voice to our theology – obviously a theology 

Meditation Retreat 
Mark your calendars now! Gray Clark is going to lead a 
half-day meditation retreat on Saturday, October 5, from 
9:00a-to 1:00p in Milford Chapel. More details to follow, 
but make a note on your schedule and consider joining 
Gray as he leads us in some meditation practices. 

Hymns for a Weary World 
Brandon Williams and Allyson  
Neeriemer have completed their 
CD Hymns for a Weary World. 
The five song EP is available 
everywhere (iTunes, Amazon, 
Spotify, etc.).  
 

CDs are available at church for 
a $5 suggested donation to 
PRBC.   


