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I didn’t know the Richard Cole that his family seslto tell
about. I wish | had. I like to think of th&ichard, though, looking
over the soda counter at a beautiful girl namedeysmiling his
handsome smile, winking a bright blue eye as hedddfew extra
cherries to her drink. It was a fine start to 5argeof life together.
I like to imagine_thaRichard tinkering in his shop out back,
working as only a child of the depression can, gsvaending,
always fixing, always making something, or makiongething
better. I'm sure the things he loved to make masedor his
grandchildren — like those specialized lamps heariadeach of
you: for Gretchen a teddy bear, for Elliott a badlefmit, for
Addison a Mickey Mouse. | like to picture tiaichard, active,
strong, working the night shift in order to play fMMom” for his
three children during the day. You see, Irene waoessional,
even before it was really accepted for mothersddkwutside the
home. I like to picture thaichard at the counter of Eastern
Airlines, lending his smile and kind words to a Wdahat is always

late and always frustrated. (The next time youureadf time and

out of luck with an airline reservation wouldn’tiyytke to know
that Richard would greet you at the counter?)
| like to think of thatRichard Cole — the Richard Cole who

neverdid nothing(repeat): the faithful patriot-U.S. Navy veteran;

the scoutmaster-father, the creative chef and sqiemncing
husband, the fun and ever-active “Paw Paw.”

Yes, | like to think of thaRichard Cole, and | hope that he
will be this family’s lasting memory, despite theays in which
Richard’s health kept him from being who he reals. | believe
Richard was the first person that Amy and | visitethe hospital
after moving to Charlotte, and too many of ourtgisvith him
were in the hospital, or at home as he was consialgsPicturing
the Richard that his family tells us about helpstmmanderstand
even more the frustration of his years of pain.Wwhs a pain that
no one should have to endure. But that pain is aenmAnd a
family’s memorieswill speak forever true of the smiling, bright-
eyed energetic, youthful Richard Cole who wooe@aultiful
young woman into marriage, who raised three womndletfildren
to carry his legacy, who took as much pride inthise promising

young grandchildren as any man who has ever warmame,



“Grandfather.” And a family’s faithwill speak to them for all the
days ahead of thaew bodythe scripture says he has now
inherited, and of that place that is beyond teadsgain, which
they claim in promise as his new home.

We cannot explain the basic unfairness of this Vifiey it is
that some few seem to get more than their fairesivduen others
seem to go completely untouched by trouble thrabghlife. But
it is my prayer for you who knew Richard best aonaed him most
that the legacyf his life and the promisef his hope will never
disappoint you in the God whom | believe has béenet every
step of the way, the God who, even today, holdd &t fast in
eternal love. The Apostle Paul said to the peopteechurch at
Rome who were being persecuteldgdnsider that the sufferings
of this present time are not worth comparing wita glory about
to be revealed in us.3o | pray on this day of celebration for
Richard’s life that you might be honest about hiesings, and
your own, but that you may even more so claim ¢ghaty which
has been revealed in you through your father aaddjather, and
which is revealed in him, even in his death, thiotlge God of

Jesus Christ, who is our resurrection and our life.

As this family shared yesterday with Amy, they made
remarkable and honest observation about their parkrns a final
thought by which | will remember and always appaieeiRichard
Cole. Irene, all the children agreed, was realgyspiritual force in
the family. It was their mother, not unlike likewtdless mothers
across the ages, who held up the light of faitbfstipleship as a
priority for their home. But... their father, unlile untold number
of fathers who let spiritual life be a mother’s aw®to give, chose
to make his quiefaith an_activepart of the family life together.
Richard did not takéis wife and children to church as so many
have. He came witthem Faithfully. Consistently. You might
even say, religiously! And in doing so, he bequedtto his
offspring an indescribable gift of God — that goas gift of a
living example. The vibrant faith of all of Richasdamily is a
living testimony not just to Irene’s spiritual instt, but to
Richard’s active obedience and faithful disciplesiis a pastor, |
can only pray for more fathers like Richard Coléose

commitment to their wives and their children wobhkimade



manifest in lives of active response, which producéurn, a
strong, confident faith — if ever so quiet.

In Isaiah we read~or thus said the Lord God, the Holy
One of Israel: In returning and rest you shall laved; in
quietnesand in_trustshall be your strength.believe Richard
Cole was a man of such quiet trust. It was hiswgie And his
returning and rest has become his salvation.

For Richard Cole, Thanks be to God.



