
What does Peace look like? We are in the Advent season, and words are important to 

our waiting. Hope and Peace and Joy and Love will take us to Christmas, and our 

worship services have focused on living As If we believed these words are true. We’ve 

been guided by the prophet Isaiah in our journey, and on the second Sunday of 

Advent we read – A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch 

shall grow out of his roots. (Isaiah 11.1) And so the children helped Russ to see 

what Peace looks like. When you are a collector of wood as Russ is, finding a rotted 

out stump in your yard is not hard at all. As long as there is a Harris Teeter close by, 

finding a miniature poinsettia to go in it is always easy this 

time of year. Russ presented the ugly, old rotted out stump 

to the children. Since he swears beauty is in the eye of the 

beholder, he thinks that old stumps are lovely. Then he had 

a child (because you know Jesus said it would be a child 

that would lead us) place the miniature poinsettia in the 

rotted out place in the center. And we just all looked at it 

with great pride – a shoot shall come out from the stump . . 

.  

We placed it on a small table beside the pulpit so that I 

could point to it as my visual aid throughout the sermon to 

emphasize that Peace is Possible. After worship, we 

promptly took the visual aid home. I had said that it would 

be on our dining room table for the season, but it landed 

instead right as you walk in our front door. In your face to whomever darkens our 

door – “Peace is Possible!” – we are trying to proclaim. But you know me. I kill 

plants and surely within a day or two, I noticed that the “shoot” 

was wilted. Never fear! Harris Teeter is always near! Before I 

rushed to the store for my Replacement Peace, I watered it with 

warm water. By day’s end, Peace was as good as new. I made a 

promise to myself to tend this shoot more carefully than my 

normal routine with plants by just tossing them out and buying 

new ones. For going on two weeks, I have tended Peace. Peace 

is looking strong and beautiful and healthy. And Peace has 

spruced up the old rotted out stump. But Fear Not! If that 

Peace doesn’t make it to Christmas, back to the Harris Teeter I 

will go with no guilt or shame. Peace doesn’t have time for that. 

I will simply get another Peace and place it carefully in the 

stump. And I will begin tending again. I will do all of this 

because I believe Peace is Possible.  

Russ tells me he already has an idea of what he will do with the old, rotted out 

stump once Christmas comes and goes. The burl that encircles the stump has called 

out to him, and he will make something magnificent, I’m sure. While he fashions it, 

he will be praying for Peace with his hands hard at work crafting Beauty out of what 

was rotten and dead. When a new creation has emerged from that old stump, I will 

be on the lookout for the next stump – for finding what is rotten and dead inside and 

planting Peace in it will always be our work and calling. 
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Holiday Services 

Our annual Christmas Eve service will begin at 5:00p. A warm service of worship and celebration, it will be filled with 

carols and candles. Please bring family and friends to what is becoming one of our most well-attended, most important 

services of the year.  

Get up on Sunday morning, let the kids see what Santa brought and then join us for a come-as-you-are worship service 

at 10:00a. We will enjoy a more casual setting on this Christmas morning. Children are encouraged to bring one gift 

they received, for “show and tell” during our Children’s Time. Sunday School and Connection Groups will not meet. 

We will observe the same schedule for New Year’s Day: worship service in Milford Chapel starting at 10:00a, casual 

dress and no Sunday School or Connection Group meetings. 

Pledge Campaign... Not Over Yet   

When we returned to a process of pledging our budget a few years ago, we did so 

with a commitment to adopt budgets ONLY if they were fully accounted for with 

pledges, a reasonable estimate of non-pledged contributions and rental income.  

Our AMP Team will reconvene soon to make a decision about our 2017 budget, reducing it if need be – 

we still have NOT received enough in pledges to move forward with the recommended Annual Ministry Plan. 

If you have not turned in a pledge, PLEASE do so asap. You may call or email Cason rather than submitting 

a pledge card: 704-995-4385 or cason@parkroadbaptist.org. 

COMING UP 
 

Thursday, December 15 
Noon: VSP Holiday Program 

 

Friday, December 16 
6-9p Stop Hunger Now Packing Event 

Youth Lock-in Following SHN 
 

Sunday, December 18 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00 Worship 

Advent IV: As If… 

Love is the Greatest 

Deacon of the Week: John Moseley 

5:00p Soup and Caroling 
 

Tuesday, December 20 
10:00a Coffee and Kibitz with 

Holiday Activities 
 

Saturday December 24 
5:00p Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Service 
 

Sunday, December 25 
No Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

10:00a Worship in Milford Chapel, 

Casual Dress 
 

Sympathy is Extended 
To the family of 

John Hall who died December 9 

and 

Maddy and TC Counts in the death 

of their great grandfather  

(Scott’s grandfather) who died last 

week on his 90th birthday  
 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 
Mary Galloway 

3220 Spring Valley Road 

Charlotte, NC 28210 

704-554-5834 
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Sedgefield Holiday Gift Shop  

Thank you to all of the Connection 

Groups and individuals who purchased 

items that will be sold at greatly 

reduced prices to the families of 

children at Sedgefield. Thanks to your 

generosity, we were able to provide all 

of the toys that our church was asked to supply: 20 remote 

control vehicles, 15 transformer action figures, 20 sets of 

Hot Wheels cars, and 15 Lego sets. These gifts will bring 

many smiles to children’s faces on Christmas morning, and 

the money earned at the gift shop will be used toward 

school field trips.  

If you would like to help at the gift shop, volunteers are 

needed beginning  at 11:30a on Saturday, the 17th. You 

can sign up here: www.SignUpGenius.com/

go/10C0444A5A82FA0FD0-winter  

Christmas Music 

Please join us Sunday, December 18 for the 11:00a worship 

service as the Sanctuary Choir and the Children’s Choir present 

“Savior of the Nations Come.” 

Arranged by famed church musician Michael Burkhardt, this 

music is a festival of Advent and Christmas carols that will 

also involve congregational singing. Interspersed between 

movements are readings by Dietrich Bonhoffer that enhance 

our understanding of the season. The Choir will be 

accompanied by a brass quartet and the organ. 

Holiday Office Hours 

Usual Hours of 8:30-2p through December 23 

Office Closed Tuesday and Wednesday,  

December 27 and 28 and Tuesday, January 3 

Resume Normal Schedule January 4 

Stop Hunger Now 

This Friday, December 16 from 6-9p, 

we’ll gather in the Community Center to 

pack 50,000 meals for Stop Hunger 

Now. Come join us for an exciting 

evening of meal-packaging and help to 

stop hunger! It is an immensely fun and 

rewarding experience for all ages! 

Room in the Inn 

A huge thankyou to everyone who made our first Room in the 

Inn of the season last Saturday a success!  

And what’s more, all of the volunteer slots for our next RITI, 

Friday, December 23 have already been filled! Thank you for 

making our overnight guests feel welcome and for providing 

them with such good food! 

Jesus’ Homes and Gingerbread Houses 

Special invitations were mailed about our Coffee & Kibitz 

Bible Study on December 20. We will meet at 10:00a and 

enjoy refreshments and a discussion of the places Jesus lived, 

and then we will head to Ballantyne Hotel to tour a large 

display of Gingerbread Houses. Before we head home, we’ll 

have lunch at the Genghis Grill. 

For about $10, you choose your own 

bowl full of ingredients, which are 

stir-fried while you watch. The only 

cost is the meal. Please call the 

church if you plan to attend so we 

can arrange adequate transportation. 

Looking for . . . our next great Children’s Coordinator!  

The new Coordinator will be responsible for organizing the full 

program for children’s ministry: planning programs, 

coordinating volunteers, being the primary minister to our 

children, and serve as the primary liaison to our children’s 

parents. 

The part time position is roughly 10-15 hours/week, and 

primarily revolves around the Sunday morning and Wednesday 

evening hours. Beyond these hours, we expect at least two 

special events to be planned each spring and fall. The events 

can be designed as mission action, education or fellowship. In 

addition, the Coordinator will be responsible for Vacation Bible 

School in the summer and a children’s summer opportunity at 

“Camp Prism.” 

Seminary education is not required for this position. 

Experience organizing programs, coordinating volunteers and 

loving children is required! 

To apply. please email your resume and a brief statement 

to russ@parkroadbaptist.org. 

Follow your nose . . the Youth Progressive Dinner  

is always a hit! The young people travel to 3 homes, 

enjoying sights, smells and tastes at each place. 
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