
Meditation 
Merciful God,  

May Mary’s song be heard through the ages, drowning out the din of Christmas 

chaos. May it be heard by the victims of violence . . . May it ring in the ears of 

the traumatized . . . May it sing in the hearts of those stuck in the refugee 

camps . . . May it be a song of hope for all standing strong . . . May it be the 

rally cry of peace for the war-weary . . . May it nourish hope in the bellies of 

those fearful of failed harvests . . . May it be a song that stirs reverent fear in 

the hearts of those who assume power. And may the joyful promises of 

justice and overturned power fill all our hearts to overflowing action. Amen. 

          — www.christianaid.org 

 

Welcome   Russ Dean 

 

Music for Preparation   
 Ave Maria                  Marcel Dupré (1886-1971) 

 Allyson Neeriemer, soprano 
 

Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum. Benedicta tu in mulieribus, 

et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Iesus. Sancta Maria, Mater Dei, 

ora pro nobis peccatoribus, nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen. 
 

Translation: Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and in the hour of our death. 

Amen. 

  

Chiming of the Hour 
  

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Ken Reynolds 

Because we know how the story ends, even in another season of waiting, 

We come together, joining our hearts with Mary, saying: I give thanks to God – 

my spirit wants to sing out – for God has chosen, even me! 

Mary’s song gives us Hope. 

Mary’s Hope is our reason to praise! 

So, as we wait, let us sing: 

ALL [sung]: Gloria, in excelsis Deo, Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

      

*Processional Hymn  
 #102, O How Shall I Receive You  ST. THEODULPH 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle of Hope 

    Ring in Advent                     Dale Peterson (b. 1948)  

 Children’s Choir, Allyson Neeriemer, director 

Invocation  

 Lord’s Prayer (sung)  Albert Hay Malotte (1895-1964) 

  Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession  Russ Dean 

 Kyrie John Merbecke, 1550 

Discipline of Silence 

 

Prayer of Confession 
Gracious God, we praise you for sending light into this world. We 

confess that we live as though the light had never defeated darkness. 

We confess that we ignore the Savior you sent to be among us and to 

live in us. We’ve kept the birth of your Son confined to the Christmas 

season and do not yearn for his coming each moment in our waiting 

hearts. Forgive us and help us rejoice in the light so that your grace 

can illuminate the darkened places of our hearts. Amen. 

     — Jamie Barnes, adapted 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Congregational Response   

 My Soul Gives Glory to My God MORNING SONG 

My soul gives glory to my God. My heart pours out its praise. 

God lifted up my lowliness in many marvelous ways. 

 

Children’s Time     Amy Jacks Dean 

 

Scripture Lesson  Luke 1.39-47  

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 

hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 

Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 

womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with 

a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 

your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my 

Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the 

child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that 

there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” And 

Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 

Savior . . .  
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

Anthem      

 Be Not Afraid                       Vicki Hancock Wright (b. 20th c.) 

  Children’s Choir, Allyson Neeriemer, director 

     

Sermon   Singing with Mary— Amy Jacks Dean 

 Songs of Hope and Praise  

 

Prayer of Intercession  Dan McClintock 

 

Mission Offering  
Our December Mission Offering will go to Loaves and Fishes in order  

to provide nutritionally balanced groceries to individuals and families  

who are in short-term crisis. 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  
 

Offertory Anthem  
 Magnificat in F                Peter Aston (1938-2013)  
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For God hath regarded the lowliness of me a handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call be blessed. 

For God that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is God’s name; 

Whose mercy is on them that fear God throughout all generations. 

The arm of the Lord is strong.  

God hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

God hath put down the mighty from their seat,  

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

God hath filled the hungry with good thing:  

and the rich God hath sent empty away. 

God remembering mercy hath holpen the servant Israel,  

as promised to our forebearers, 

Abraham and his seed, forever.  

Glory be to the Creator, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end, Amen. 

 

*Doxology                               VENI EMMANUEL 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Russ Dean 

 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  

*Hymn of Commitment  
 #125, Angels We Have Heard on High GLORIA 

 

Meditation of Commitment 

Holy Spirit,  

     making life alive, 

      moving in all things, 

           root of all created being, 

      cleansing the cosmos of every impurity, 

    effacing guilt, 

     anointing wounds. 

      You are lustrous and praiseworthy life, 

           you waken and re-awaken everything that is. 

          — Hildegard of Bingen, 12th-century Benedictine abbess  

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Choral Response  

 Keep Your Lamps!                   arr. André Thomas (b. 1952)  

 

Postlude 
 Wachet auf, ruft uns die stimme                 J. S. Bach (1685-1750)  

  

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 

 
†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  

Singing with Mary: 
Praise 

Artist: Chuck Mountain 

Deacon of the Week: Ken Reynolds 

Ken has served in the role of Deacon before, but this year he serves as  

Vice-Chair and will then be the Chair next year. In addition to serving as a  

Deacon, Ken’s most faithful service through the years has been to help us find 

ways to enhance the beauty of our worship space through Advent decorations and 

the Easter lily cross and a Thanksgiving bounty on the communion table, just to 

name few. His eye for beauty indeed helps our worship experience to be more 

rich. Ken works in the corporate office for Bojangles. 
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