
Meditation 
It is a hard thing to believe in a promise – to live by it, day after day, to see it 

in the night sky and hear it in your name and see it again in your lover’s eyes. 

It is a hard thing, to believe in a promise with no power to make it come true. 

Everything is in the future tense – the land, the son, the blessing. Everything 

will happen, by and by, but in the meantime what is there to live on now? And 

yet. What better way to live than in the grip of a promise, and a divine one at 

that?           

     — Barbara Brown Taylor 

 

Welcome   Russ Dean 

 

Chiming of the Hour 
 

Music for Preparation   
 Ave Maria (Op. 1)  William Bagileo (1937-2003)  

 Park Road Baptist Church Choir sopranos 
 

Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum. 

Benedicta tu in mulieribus, et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesu. 

Sancta Maria, mater Dei, ora pro nobis pecatoribus,  

nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen. 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners,  

now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

  

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Ken Reynolds 

Because we know how the story ends, even in another season of waiting, 

We come together, joining our hearts with Mary, saying: I give thanks to God – 

my spirit wants to sing out – for God has chosen, even me! 
Mary’s song gives us Love. 

Because of Mary’s Love, the promise is that Christ may be born in us, today! 

So, as we wait, let us sing: 

ALL [sung]: Gloria, in excelsis Deo, Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

  

*Processional Hymn  
 #116, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel            VENI EMMANUEL  

    

Lighting of the Advent Candle of Love 

    Ring in Advent                     Dale Peterson (b. 1948)  

 Children’s Choir, Allyson Neeriemer, director 

 

Invocation   Ken Reynolds 

 Lord’s Prayer (sung by choir)  Tom Belt (b. 20th c.)  

 

Call to Confession  Joey Haynes 

 Kyrie John Merbecke, 1550 

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
We hear the call to trust in God always, but honestly, some days our 

stresses and doubts are even more real to us than God, and trust is 

elusive. We remember how Abram dared to believe in God’s promises, 

but belief like that is hard to come by. When the world seems filled 

with dangers, we can be quick to protect ourselves. With God’s help, 

we confront our fears and struggles, and we call upon a power greater 

than our own to resist their pull. Hear us, Holy One, as we confess our 

frailty and failings. Help us to rest in this promise: Be strong and 

courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified . . . for the Lord your God 

goes with you; God will never leave you nor forsake you. Amen. 

     — UCC Worship Ways Archive and Deuteronomy 31.6 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

Congregational Response   

 My Soul Gives Glory to My God MORNING SONG 

Love casts the mighty from their thrones, promotes the insecure, 

Leaves hungry spirits satisfied, the rich seem suddenly poor. 
 

Praise God, whose loving covenant supports those in distress, 

Remembering past promises with present faithfulness.  

 

Children’s Choir      

 Sing Noel       Natalie Sleeth (1934-1992)  

 Sing Gloria!    Ruth Elaine Schramm (b. 1956)  

 Allyson Neeriemer, director  

 

Scripture Lesson  Luke 1.54-55 Amy Jacks Dean 

“He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to 

his descendants forever.” 
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

  

Anthem      

 Magnificat (St. James Service)     Robert Powell (b. 1932)  
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

The Lord hath regarded the lowliness of God’s handmaiden. 

For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 

For God who is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is God’s name. 

And God’s mercy is on them that fear God throughout all generations. 

God hath showed strength with God’s arm.   

God hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

God hath put down the mighty from their seat,  

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

God hath filled the hungry with good things,  

and the rich God hath sent empty away. 

God remembering mercy hath holpen the servant Israel,  

as God promised to our forebearers, 

Abraham and his seed forever. 

Glory be to the Creator, and the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen. 

   

Sermon   Get a Grip  Amy Jacks Dean 

 

Prayer of Intercession  Dan McClintock 

 

Mission Offering  
Our December Mission Offering will go to Loaves and Fishes in order  

to provide nutritionally balanced groceries to individuals and families  

who are in short-term crisis. 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  
 

Offertory  
 E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come      Paul Manz (1919-2009)  
 

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins, 

Who loved us all and shed his blood that we might saved be. 

Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty God, 

Who was and is and is to come; sing holy, holy, Lord! 

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, 

Rejoice on earth, ye saints below, for Christ is coming,  

is coming soon, for Christ is coming soon! 

E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more; 

They need no light nor lamp nor son, for Christ will be their All! 

                                                          — Revelation 22, adapt. Ruth Manz 

 

*Doxology                               VENI EMMANUEL 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Russ Dean 

 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  

*Hymn of Commitment  
 O How Shall I Receive You ST. THEODULPH 
 

Love caused your incarnation; love brought you unto me; 

Your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, that led you to embrace 

In love, all love excelling, our lost and fallen race. 

 

Meditation of Commitment 

All through the Gospels Jesus tells us to keep awake and stay alert . . . The 

expectation of the fulfillment of God’s promises to us is what allows us to 

pay full attention to the road on which we are walking. 

          — Henri Nouwen  

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Congregational Response  

 Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn  REJOICE, REJOICE 
 

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though cold the winter and cheerless, 

The rising sun shall crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless; 

Love be our song and love our prayer, and love our endless story, 

May God fill every day we share, and bring us at last into glory.  

 

Postlude 
 Herr Christ, der Ein'ge Gottes Sohn         Johann Sebastian Bach  

  (1685-1750)  

  

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  

Singing with Mary: 
Promise 

Christmas Eve Worship  
Tomorrow at 5:00 pm 

Worship will include a variety of music, the reading of  
Luke 2 to the children, a final sermon about Mary: 

“Singing with Mary: Parable,” Communion in family 
groups, and a candle-lighting time during “Silent Night” to 

usher in Christmas for us all.  
Please join us! 

Deacon of the Week: Ken Reynolds 

Ken has served in the role of Deacon before, but this year he serves as  

Vice-Chair and will then be the Chair next year. In addition to serving as a  

Deacon, Ken’s most faithful service through the years has been to help us find 

ways to enhance the beauty of our worship space through Advent decorations and 

the Easter lily cross and a Thanksgiving bounty on the communion table, just to 

name few. His eye for beauty indeed helps our worship experience to be more 

rich. Ken works in the corporate office for Bojangles. 


