
Meditation 
To celebrate the coming of God in one’s behavior all year long is a communal 

event. There are no singulars in this passage [Colossians 3]; everything is 

directed to the “y’all” of the congregation. To live in a Christmas state of 

mind, peaceable and wise, is to live counter-culturally, and you cannot 

maintain that on your own for long. To carry the songs and hymns and odes of 

the season on into the bleakness of winter and then on into even the dog days 

of summer takes a critical mass, a body, brought together by the spirit from a 

variety of backgrounds that can teach and admonish one another to live giving 

thanks to God always. 

          — Amy L.B. Peeler 

 

Welcome   Russ Dean 

 

Chiming of the Hour 
 

Music for Preparation   
 Variations on a Polish Carol                      Alexandre Guilmant 

   (1837-1911)  

     

*Processional Hymn  
 #144, Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                 MENDELSSOHN  

    

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Ann Miles 

Emmanuel: God, you are with us. 

We have heard the promise of the prophets; 

We have caught the notes of an angel’s song; 

We have seen a star in the heavens, and we have believed. 

We have listened to Mary’s song and today we have come to worship you 

because we acknowledge that we are not alone. 

We seek an innocent, helpless baby in a crude manger; 

We seek a Messiah who will reign with justice; 

And you, who are the weakest and the strongest, the most humble and 

the most mighty, have found us. 

Now we may find ourselves. 

Now we may love each other, now we may truly worship you, 

Crying aloud with the heavenly host: 

ALL: Glory to God in the highest! Peace on earth and goodwill among all 

people! 

     — Maren C. Tirabassi, adapted 

 

*Invocation  

 Lord’s Prayer (sung)  Albert Hay Malotte (1895-1964) 

  Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession  Russ Dean 

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Forgive us, Lord, for we have been too quick to see that which divides 

us. We have chosen to hold tightly to our burdens rather than run the 

risk of allowing our brothers and sisters . . . or even You . . . to share 

them. Forgive us, Lord, and grant us the courage to share our 

burdens, our lives, our dreams with You and with one another. Amen. 

     — Peggy Haymes 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Congregational Response   

 Angels We Have Heard on High GLORIA 

Gloria in excelsis Deo, 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

Children’s Time     Russ Dean 

 

Scripture Lesson  Colossians 3.12-17  Amy Jacks Dean 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one 

another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each 

other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above 

all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in 

perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 

indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of 

Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all 

wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him. 
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

  

Duet      

 God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen  trad., arr. by Jackson  

 Jackson Boatwright, clarinet and Grayson Boatwright 

 Grayson Boatwright, guitar 

Sermon   Wrapped in Swaddling Clothes  Amy Jacks Dean 

 

Prayer of Intercession  Dan McClintock 

 

Mission Offering  
The undesignated monies received every fifth Sunday of the year go to the 

Magolene “Mack” Cameron Good Samaritan Fund, 

which is used to assist church members in times of need. 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  
 

Offertory  
 Prelude in D  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)  

 Grayson Boatwright, guitar 

 

*Doxology                               THE FIRST NOWELL 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow  

Praise God, all creatures here below  

Praise God above, ye heavenly host  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 

born is the King of Israel. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Dan McClintock 

 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 #148, What Child Is This GREENSLEEVES 

 

Meditation of Commitment 

Jesus is not the kind of clothing that creates social divisions but the kind of 

clothing that undoes them.  

          — Lauren Winner  

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Congregational Response  

 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  IN DULCI JUBILO 
 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

now you know of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 

God has opened heaven's door, and you are blessed forevermore. 

Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this! 

 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  

Postlude 
 Fantasia on In Dulci Jubilo      Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)  

  

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  

2018 Financial Year-End 
Please make sure you are up-to-date in your giving. We have not yet covered 

our 2018 expenses, but we are in line with anticipated pledge contributions. If 

you could give a little more, that may cover someone who is unable to give at 

this time. It’s been a great year – with over $91,000 in specific mission ef-

forts, plus all the ministry within the walls of our church. Thank you!  

We look forward to closing the year again with a celebration. 

 

2019 Annual Ministry Plan 
We did not talk about next year’s AMP during December, but we have not yet 

reached the pledge for the proposed budget. Our policy requires us to pledge 

at least 90% of the AMP (allowing no more than a 10% “faith income” gap). 

There are a number of folks who pledged this year who have not yet submitted 

a 2019 pledge. If we do not reach the required pledge our AMP will have to be 

reduced – and 2019 is here! Please respond as soon as possible.  

Can we count on you? 

Deacon of the Week: Ann Miles 
 

Ann is currently the Chair of the Diaconate. She and George lead our Abundant 

Grace Connection Group on Sunday mornings, and Ann is Chair of our Outreach 

Team — who follows up on all of our visitors and sponsors our occasional 

“Meet and Greet” following worship services.  

Ann’s extended family is also actively involved in the life of the church and 

namely, she is the grandmother of Andra. We are grateful for the many ways 

the Miles families are contributing to Park Road. 

A Very Personal Epiphany 

During the season of Epiphany we will study the Gospel texts and will consider 

these words from our friend, Dr. Jim Somerville, from the First Baptist Church of 

Richmond: How do these texts mirror your own life? You weren’t born of a  

virgin, but you were “made manifest” at some point: that ultrasound image was 

revealed in flesh and blood. And the heavens didn’t open at your baptism, but 

wasn’t some aspect of your true identity revealed in your baptism? What was your 

first “miracle”? When did someone first gasp with wonder at your  

ability? Do you see where I’m going with this? 
 

Russ and Amy will divide the sermon time each week, and Russ will share a 

“personal epiphany,” a synopsis of each of the 9 chapters of his book Finding My 

Way Back Home, in which he charts his journey from Southern Baptist to Park 

Road Baptist. Then Amy will share a homily based on the text for the day. 
 

January 6 – Epiphany Sunday 

Testimony: A New Crisis: Once You Get Educated, Nothing is Ever Easy Again  

Homily: The “wise men” got educated… 
 

January 13 – 1st Sunday after the Epiphany 

Testimony: A New Discipline: A Walk of Joyful Struggle 

Homily: Baptism of Jesus – the beginning of his journey—joyful but not easy 
 

January 20 – 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany  

Testimony: A New Theology: God Always Does Everything God Can Do 

Homily: Jesus turns water into wine, but says to his mother, “Woman, what am I 

to do about this?” 
 

January 27 – 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 

Testimony: A New Future: Too Many Christians Aren’t Ready to Live 

Homily: What is Christianity about? Jesus says it’s about a Social Gospel… 
 

February 3 – 4th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Testimony: A New Question: Looking for the Spirit of the Message 

Homily: The Social Gospel is not what many have learned from the message of 

Jesus. Maybe we need to listen more closely to the spirit of the message. 
 

February 10 – 5th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Testimony: A New Dogma: It’s All About Where You Draw Your Lines 

Homily: Discipleship is about choosing where will we place our commitment and 

our trust. 
 

February 17 – 6th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Testimony: A New Faith: Leaving the Blood In 

Homily: There is a lot of “pain” in the Christian message, and the death of Jesus 

is an invitation for us to “die” also to one another. Jesus blesses those who are 

“in pain” and curses the comfortable. 
 

February 24 – 7th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Testimony: A New Devotion: Never Forget the Importance of Disciplined Thinking 

Homily: This is the kind of message that takes a lot of thinking. What did Jesus 

mean “love your enemies”? 
 

March 3 – Transfiguration Sunday 

Testimony: A New Religion: Everything That’s True about Christianity is a Myth 

Homily: Is this “transfiguration” literal or not, or is it literal AND more? 


